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Introduction

�e U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s October 
2020 Homeland �reat Assessment states that among 
domestic violent extremists, “racially and ethnically 
motivated violent extremists—speci�cally white 
supremacist extremists (WSEs)—will remain the most 
persistent and lethal threat in the Homeland.”1 �e 
threat has been made clear through multiple lethal 
acts perpetrated by WSEs. �e deadliest and most 
prominent recent attack was an August 2019 mass 
shooting at a Walmart in El Paso, Texas, that claimed 
22 lives. It was the third-deadliest domestic extremist 
attack in 50 years.2 Beyond lone acts of terrorism, 
organized networks such as Atomwa�en Division 
(AWD) and �e Base – both of which have been 
signi�cantly disrupted, as this report details – have 
plotted terrorist attacks in recent years to advance 
their goal of overthrowing the U.S. government and 
triggering a race war.

�e January 6, 2021, insurrection on Capitol Hill cast 
a spotlight on the WSE movement, as some people 
associated with WSE groups took part and displayed 
white power symbols, including a now-infamous 

1. U.S. Department of Homeland Security, “Homeland �reat Assessment October 2020,” October 2020, pages 17–18. (https://www.
dhs.gov/sites/default/�les/publications/2020_10_06_homeland-threat-assessment.pdf ). �is report employs the term white supremacist 
extremism, consistent with the term currently employed by the U.S. government. Scholars and analysts employ other terms to de�ne 
the movement. Of particular note is Kathleen Belew’s advocacy of the term white power. See: Kathleen Belew, Bring the War Home: �e 
White Power Movement and Paramilitary America (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2018), page ix. �is report does employ 
the term white power rather than white supremacist extremism in a few places, when the former term is unambiguously more accurate 
in context.
2. Mark Pitcavage, “Murder and Extremism in the United States in 2019,” Anti-Defamation League, 2020, page 15. (https://www.adl.org/
media/14107/download). �e two attacks that Pitcavage identi�es as deadlier are the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing and Omar Mateen’s 
2016 attack at the Pulse nightclub in Orlando. 
3. A.C. �ompson and Ford Fischer, “Members of Several Well-Known Hate Groups Identi�ed at Capitol Riot,” PBS, January 9, 2021. 
(https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/several-well-known-hate-groups-identi�ed-at-capitol-riot); Mallory Simon and Sara Sidner, 
“Decoding the Extremist Symbols and Groups at the Capitol Hill Insurrection,” CNN, January 11, 2021. (https://www.cnn.com/2021/01/09/
us/capitol-hill-insurrection-extremist-�ags-soh/index.html)
4. Benjamin Fearnow, “Armed Black Militia Challenges White Nationalists at Georgia’s Stone Mountain Park,” Newsweek, July 5, 2020. 
(https://www.newsweek.com/armed-black-demonstrators-challenge-white-supremacist-militia-georgias-stone-mountain-park-1515494); 
Ryan Van Velzer, Jess Clark, and Kate Howard, “�ree Injured by Gun�re During Black Militia Demonstration,” WFPL News,  
July 25, 2020. (https://wfpl.org/demonstrations-under-way-by-militias-in-downtown-louisville); Jared Goyette, “Citizen Patrols Organize 
Across Minneapolis as Con�dence in the Police Force Plummets,” �e Washington Post, June 7, 2020. (https://www.washingtonpost.com/
national/citizen-patrols-make-statement-in-minneapolis/2020/06/06/cc1844d4-a78c-11ea-b473-04905b1af82b_story.html); Stephen 
Montemayor, “Inside Minnesota’s Boogaloo Movement: Armed and Eager for Societal Collapse,” Star Tribune, July 18, 2020. (https://www.
startribune.com/inside-minnesota-s-boogaloo-movement-armed-and-eager-for-societal-collapse/571821151)

“Camp Auschwitz” sweatshirt.3 �ough the events of 
January 6 should not be over-interpreted as driven 
by WSEs – multiple types of rioters, grievances, 
and belief systems were involved – the insurrection 
underscored how WSEs can exploit our fractured 
political environment. In 2020–2021, the United 
States lurched discernibly toward armed politics and 
violent activism; multiple factions and movements 
resorted to the use or threat of violence to pursue their 
objectives. �e country witnessed scenes not glimpsed 
in decades, such as armed citizens patrolling the streets 
in Georgia, Kentucky, Minnesota, and Wisconsin.4 �e 
involvement of WSEs in the Capitol Hill attack and 
other events during this tumultuous period points to 
their ability to exploit societal fractures and the general 
rise in extremism.

At the same time, WSE activity has taken on an 
increasingly transnational dimension. WSEs are 
developing cross-border connections with like-minded 
individuals and groups, sharing ideologies and practical 
knowledge with their foreign counterparts, both in 
person and online. �e growing transnationalism of 
the movement has inspired further attacks across the 
globe and fueled extremist recruitment.

https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/2020_10_06_homeland-threat-assessment.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/2020_10_06_homeland-threat-assessment.pdf
https://www.adl.org/media/14107/download
https://www.adl.org/media/14107/download
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/several-well-known-hate-groups-identified-at-capitol-riot/
https://www.cnn.com/2021/01/09/us/capitol-hill-insurrection-extremist-flags-soh/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/01/09/us/capitol-hill-insurrection-extremist-flags-soh/index.html
https://www.newsweek.com/armed-black-demonstrators-challenge-white-supremacist-militia-georgias-stone-mountain-park-1515494
https://wfpl.org/demonstrations-under-way-by-militias-in-downtown-louisville/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/citizen-patrols-make-statement-in-minneapolis/2020/06/06/cc1844d4-a78c-11ea-b473-04905b1af82b_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/citizen-patrols-make-statement-in-minneapolis/2020/06/06/cc1844d4-a78c-11ea-b473-04905b1af82b_story.html
https://www.startribune.com/inside-minnesota-s-boogaloo-movement-armed-and-eager-for-societal-collapse/571821151/
https://www.startribune.com/inside-minnesota-s-boogaloo-movement-armed-and-eager-for-societal-collapse/571821151/
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�is report is designed to provide an overview of 
white supremacist extremism, both domestic and 
international. It addresses key WSE ideologies, major 
domestic and foreign WSE groups, the nature of the 
WSE threat in the United States, and transnational 
WSE activity. �e report is not comprehensive: �e 
universe of WSE actors is large, regionally varied, 
and constantly in �ux as political conditions and the 
actions of law enforcement shape its development. 
Nonetheless, this report should provide a solid 
foundation for understanding the threat today and 
an indication of how the WSE movement may 
continue to evolve.

Ideologies: Global Trends

Global WSE movements are bound by shared ideologies. 
Generally speaking, they are driven by a belief in the 
necessity of white power and the superiority of the white 
race as well as by fears of cultural and ethnic extinction, 
irrelevance, or subjugation. Divisions in the movement 
commonly stem from di�erences in goals and ideology 

and from disagreements regarding the use of violence. 
Many WSE leaders explicitly call for violence against 
the movement’s enemies, arguing for its necessity and 
characterizing like-minded but nonviolent groups as 
weak and unable to create social change. Other WSE 
leaders and groups view public association with violence 
as a threat to their ability to operate, fearing that it will 
attract the interest of law enforcement, interfere with 
their ability to recruit and retain members, and hamper 
fundraising. Some leaders and groups o�cially disavow 
violence but tolerate, tacitly accept, or are unable to 
control its use by group members. 

�e transnational character of WSE ideologies is evident 
in the manifestos and social media posts of WSE terrorists 
who carried out prominent recent attacks. Brenton 
Tarrant attacked two mosques in Christchurch, New 
Zealand, in a mass shooting on March 15, 2019, killing 
51. Before the shooting, he posted a manifesto on the 
web forum 8chan, in which he cited multiple WSE mass 
killers as his inspiration, including Anders Breivik, the 
perpetrator of the 2011 attacks in Norway that killed 77, 
and Dylann Roof, who killed nine in a 2015 shooting 

Anders Breivik (left) and Dylann Roof (center) were cited in the manifesto of Brenton Tarrant (right).

Brenton Tarrant was subsequently cited in the manifestos of both John T. Earnest (center) and Patrick Crusius (right).
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at a black church in South Carolina.5 John T. Earnest 
also published a letter on 8chan before launching an 
April 2019 attack on the Chabad of Poway synagogue 
in Poway, California, which killed one and injured three. 
In the letter, Earnest claimed inspiration from Tarrant’s 
actions and manifesto.6 Patrick Crusius published his 
own manifesto on 8chan with a similar reference to 
Tarrant before carrying out the aforementioned August 
2019 shooting at an El Paso Walmart. Crusius wrote: “I 
support the Christchurch shooter and his manifesto. �is 
attack is a response to the Hispanic invasion of Texas.”7 
Further, a shooter who attacked a mosque in Bærum, 

5. Brenton Tarrant, “�e Great Replacement: Towards a New Society We March Ever Forwards,” 8chan, March 15, 2019. (Available at: 
https://img-prod.ilfoglio.it/userUpload/�e_Great_Replacementconvertito.pdf ). As background on the �gures Tarrant praised, Anders 
Breivik bombed a government complex in Oslo, Norway, and attacked a youth camp a�liated with Norway’s Labor Party on Utøya Island 
on July 22, 2011, killing 77. Before the attack, Breivik published a 1,518-page manifesto decrying the “Islamisation” of Europe. He blamed 
this phenomenon on multiculturalism, political correctness, and left-wing political leaders. Anders Breivik, 2038: A European Declaration 
of Independence (independently published, 2011). Dylann Roof attacked the Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, 
South Carolina. His writings show he was motivated by the belief that non-white groups in America would harm the white race. Dylann 
Roof, “Text,” �e Last Rhodesian, archived June 20, 2015. (Archived version available at: https://web.archive.org/web/20150620135047/
http://lastrhodesian.com/data/documents/rtf88.txt); Dylann Roof, “Dylann Roof Jailhouse Journal,” �e Post and Courier, January 5, 2017. 
(https://www.postandcourier.com/dylann-roof-jailhouse-journal/pdf_da3e19b8-d3b3-11e6-b040-03089263e67c.html)
6. John T. Earnest, “An Open Letter,” 8chan, April 27, 2019. (Available at: https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-�reat/
alleged-synagogue-shooter-shares-manifesto-incites-other-white-men-to-�ght-jews.html) 
7. Patrick Crusius, “�e Inconvenient Truth,” 8chan, August 3, 2019. (Available at: http://sitemultimedia.org/docs/SITE-8-3-2019-Patrick-
Crusius-Manifesto.pdf )
8. Jason Burke, “Norway mosque attack suspect ‘inspired by Christchurch and El Paso shootings,’” �e Guardian (UK), August 11, 2019. 
(https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/aug/11/norway-mosque-attack-suspect-may-have-been-inspired-by-christchurch-and-el-
paso-shootings)
9. See discussion in: “Social Media Account Disseminates Translations of Christchurch Manifesto, Livestream,” SITE Intelligence Group, 
February 5, 2020. (https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-�reat/social-media-account-disseminates-translations-of-
christchurch-manifesto-livestream.html) 
10. “�e Russians and Ukrainians Translating the Christchurch Shooter’s Manifesto,” Bellingcat, August 14, 2019. (https://www.bellingcat.
com/news/uk-and-europe/2019/08/14/the-russians-and-ukrainians-translating-the-christchurch-shooters-manifesto)

Norway, in August 2019 posted on social media that he 
was inspired by Tarrant, and also praised Crusius’ attack.8

�ese examples illustrate two central dynamics 
of the contemporary WSE movement. First, it is 
transnational. Attackers motivated by WSE beliefs 
draw inspiration from attacks across the globe. Second, 
online discourse, particularly on social media, lauds 
successful attackers as heroes. �e most prominent 
killers are routinely described as “saints” in online 
forums, with accompanying iconography. As part of 
the movement’s e�ort to lionize Tarrant, his manifesto 
has been translated into several European languages 
and widely distributed, along with footage from his 
livestreamed attack.9 A bound edition of a Ukrainian 
translation has been printed and sold in Eastern 
Europe.10 �e e�ort to sacralize Tarrant and his attack 
is designed to convince others to follow.

Despite a generally shared canonization of its “saints,” 
the transnational WSE movement is not an ideological 
monolith. WSE groups, while existing within the same 
broad ideological milieu, can di�er in various ways, 
which are summarized in the accompanying graphic. 

WSE iconography that depicts Brenton Tarrant (left) and 
Dylann Roof (right) as saints.

https://img-prod.ilfoglio.it/userUpload/The_Great_Replacementconvertito.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20150620135047/http://lastrhodesian.com/data/documents/rtf88.txt
https://web.archive.org/web/20150620135047/http://lastrhodesian.com/data/documents/rtf88.txt
https://www.postandcourier.com/dylann-roof-jailhouse-journal/pdf_da3e19b8-d3b3-11e6-b040-03089263e67c.html
https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-Threat/alleged-synagogue-shooter-shares-manifesto-incites-other-white-men-to-fight-jews.html
https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-Threat/alleged-synagogue-shooter-shares-manifesto-incites-other-white-men-to-fight-jews.html
http://sitemultimedia.org/docs/SITE-8-3-2019-Patrick-Crusius-Manifesto.pdf
http://sitemultimedia.org/docs/SITE-8-3-2019-Patrick-Crusius-Manifesto.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/aug/11/norway-mosque-attack-suspect-may-have-been-inspired-by-christchurch-and-el-paso-shootings
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/aug/11/norway-mosque-attack-suspect-may-have-been-inspired-by-christchurch-and-el-paso-shootings
https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-Threat/social-media-account-disseminates-translations-of-christchurch-manifesto-livestream.html
https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-Threat/social-media-account-disseminates-translations-of-christchurch-manifesto-livestream.html
https://www.bellingcat.com/news/uk-and-europe/2019/08/14/the-russians-and-ukrainians-translating-the-christchurch-shooters-manifesto/
https://www.bellingcat.com/news/uk-and-europe/2019/08/14/the-russians-and-ukrainians-translating-the-christchurch-shooters-manifesto/
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Neo-Nazi and National Socialist Beliefs

Neo-Nazi, national socialist, and fascist ideologies are 
a core component of the WSE movement. However, 
not all WSE groups adhere to these beliefs, and many 
even eschew overt connections with Nazi symbology 
or ideas. Neo-Nazi and fascist groups espouse core 
beliefs derived from �ird Reich ideology, including 
emphasizing racial and cultural purity, scapegoating 
Jews, endorsing exterminationism, and espousing the 
need for an ethnic homeland. 

White Genocide and  
the Great Replacement

�e belief in an ongoing white genocide, or the great 
replacement of white European-origin populations by 
non-white immigrants, is widespread among WSEs 
and the broader white power movement. �is theory 
holds that non-white immigration, multiculturalism, 
and associated trends pose an existential threat to the 
white race. Groups adhering to this belief typically 
point to 1) patterns of mass migration into Western 

Major WSE Ideologies

Name/Symbol Key Tenets Notable Proponents

Neo-Nazism/National Socialism  ò Establishment of a fascist political system 

based on the organization of the German 

Third Reich.

 ò Extermination, removal, or domination of 

non-white ethnic groups. 

 ò Elimination of a purported  

Jewish conspiracy.

 ò National Action

 ò National Socialist Movement

Great Replacement/White Genocide  ò Non-white ethnic groups are replacing 

whites as the dominant ethnic group 

through immigration, higher birthrates, 

race mixing, and cultural destruction.

 ò Brenton Tarrant

 ò Dylann Roof

Accelerationism  ò A revolutionary overthrow of the current 

political system is necessary to bring 

about white power. 

 ò Violent, high-visibility actions by lone 

wolves and small cells can accelerate  

the inevitable race war, often called  

the “boogaloo.” 

 ò Atomwaffen Division and offshoots

 ò The Base

White Power Skinheads  ò Adoption of Nazi aesthetics, symbology, 

and racism.

 ò Emphasis on “warrior culture” and 

physical violence, including street 

violence, assault, and murder. 

 ò Hammerskin crews

 ò Rise Above Movement (R.A.M.)

White Nationalism/White Separatism  ò Primary goal is the establishment of white 

power in a particular geographic region 

through creation of a new state or the 

takeover of an existing one.

 ò Nordic Resistance Movement

 ò Azov Battalion, National Corp, and 

National Militia



Page 11

Skinheads, Saints, and (National) Socialists

countries, 2) the low birth rates of European-origin 
families compared to the high birth rates of immigrants 
from non-European states, and 3) perceived cultural 
destruction at the hands of immigrants. Renaud 
Camus’ �e Great Replacement, published in 2012, 
popularized this idea in Europe.11 Other iterations 
of these beliefs cite antisemitic conspiracy theories 
to explain the forces driving the purported white 
genocide. Some WSEs argue that a Jewish conspiracy 
rules the United States through a shadowy “Zionist 
occupational government” that seeks to eliminate the 
white population via immigration, race mixing, and 
cultural destruction.12

�ese theories are an important component of many 
transnational WSE groups and attackers, including 
the attacks by Breivik, Roof, Tarrant, Earnest, 
Crusius, and Tree of Life synagogue shooter Robert 
Bowers.13 Numerous groups that do not employ 
violence and con�ne their activities to the political 
sphere, such as the self-described “Identitarian” 
movement, also embrace similar ideas. One should 
not assume that individuals harboring concerns 
about demographics or white ethnic marginalization 
have a greater proclivity for violence. 

11. While Renaud Camus’ theories have been a motivating force for a number of WSE terrorists, Camus does not advocate violence and 
has expressly denounced the WSE movement.
12. See, for example: David Lane, “White Genocide Manifesto,” Der Brüder Schweigen Archives & David Eden Lane’s Pyramid Prophecy, 
archived May 21, 2020. (Archived version available at: https://web.archive.org/web/20200521060119/https://www.davidlane1488.com/
whitegenocide.html) 
13. �is inspiration is clear from the attackers’ manifestos and other statements. See: Anders Breivik, 2038: A European Declaration of 
Independence (independently published, 2011); Dylann Roof, “Text,” �e Last Rhodesian, archived June 20, 2015. (Archived version 
available at: https://web.archive.org/web/20150620135047/http://lastrhodesian.com/data/documents/rtf88.txt); Brenton Tarrant, “�e 
Great Replacement: Towards a New Society We March Ever Forwards,” 8chan, March 15, 2019. (Available at: https://img-prod.ilfoglio.
it/userUpload/�e_Great_Replacementconvertito.pdf ); John T. Earnest, “An Open Letter,” 8chan, April 27, 2019. (Available at: https://
ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-�reat/alleged-synagogue-shooter-shares-manifesto-incites-other-white-men-to-�ght-jews.
html); Patrick Crusius, “�e Inconvenient Truth,” 8chan, August 3, 2019. (Available at: http://sitemultimedia.org/docs/SITE-8-3-2019-
Patrick-Crusius-Manifesto.pdf ); “Alleged Synagogue Shooter Espoused Antisemitism on Social Media: ‘Jews are the Children of Satan,’” 
SITE Intelligence Group, October 27, 2018. (https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-�reat/alleged-synagogue-shooter-
espoused-antisemitism-on-social-media-jews-are-the-children-of-satan.html); A�davit for Criminal Complaint, United States v. Bowers, 
2:18-cr-00292-DWA (W.D. Pa., �led October 29, 2018). (https://www.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.pawd.250645/gov.uscourts.
pawd.250645.1.1.pdf )
14. See, for example: James Mason, Siege (ironmarch.org, 2015), pages 53–55.
15. �is facet of leaderless resistance can be discerned in the seminal essay on the topic by theorist Louis Beam, a Vietnam War veteran 
who became a major Ku Klux Klan leader. Louis Beam, “Leaderless Resistance,” �e Seditionist, February 1992. (Archived version available 
at: https://web.archive.org/web/20190727124743/http://www.armyofgod.com/LeaderlessResistance.htm); see also: James Mason, Siege 
(ironmarch.org, 2015), pages 91–92 and 505.

Accelerationism

Accelerationism is the most inherently violent WSE 
ideology. �ere are various non-WSE forms of 
accelerationism, and WSE groups often fuse it with 
at least one other WSE ideology, such as neo-Nazism. 
Given the violence associated with accelerationism, it is 
worth exploring the concept in some detail.

WSE accelerationists believe that a race war is inevitable 
and the only path to the downfall of the government. 
�ey believe that only a violent, revolutionary overthrow 
of the “System” and victory in the subsequent civil war 
can achieve the white power movement’s goals. WSE 
accelerationists typically emphasize the importance of 
“leaderless resistance,” calling on individuals or small 
cells to perpetrate revolutionary acts of violence without 
centralized leadership. �e purpose of such attacks is to 
force the white population to recognize its purported 
enemy, join a revolutionary uprising, and destroy the 
System.14 �e leaderless resistance strategy is intended 
to resist law enforcement in�ltration.15 

�e “boogaloo boys” (sometimes “boogaloo bois”) are 
an overlapping anti-state accelerationist movement that 
has received national attention but is not inherently 

https://web.archive.org/web/20200521060119/https://www.davidlane1488.com/whitegenocide.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20200521060119/https://www.davidlane1488.com/whitegenocide.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150620135047/http://lastrhodesian.com/data/documents/rtf88.txt
https://img-prod.ilfoglio.it/userUpload/The_Great_Replacementconvertito.pdf
https://img-prod.ilfoglio.it/userUpload/The_Great_Replacementconvertito.pdf
https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-Threat/alleged-synagogue-shooter-shares-manifesto-incites-other-white-men-to-fight-jews.html
https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-Threat/alleged-synagogue-shooter-shares-manifesto-incites-other-white-men-to-fight-jews.html
https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-Threat/alleged-synagogue-shooter-shares-manifesto-incites-other-white-men-to-fight-jews.html
http://sitemultimedia.org/docs/SITE-8-3-2019-Patrick-Crusius-Manifesto.pdf
http://sitemultimedia.org/docs/SITE-8-3-2019-Patrick-Crusius-Manifesto.pdf
https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-Threat/alleged-synagogue-shooter-espoused-antisemitism-on-social-media-jews-are-the-children-of-satan.html
https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-Threat/alleged-synagogue-shooter-espoused-antisemitism-on-social-media-jews-are-the-children-of-satan.html
https://www.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.pawd.250645/gov.uscourts.pawd.250645.1.1.pdf
https://www.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.pawd.250645/gov.uscourts.pawd.250645.1.1.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20190727124743/http://www.armyofgod.com/LeaderlessResistance.htm


Page 12

Skinheads, Saints, and (National) Socialists

white supremacist. While they wish to hasten systemic 
collapse, they do not necessarily envision a race war 
or an all-white or white-dominated society.16 �e 
intersecting goals of WSE and non-WSE accelerationists 
is increasingly concerning. 

WSE accelerationists are in�uenced by a corpus of texts 
disseminated through internet fora and other channels 
of communication.17 �e ideology is clearest in James 
Mason’s Siege, which draws on Charles Manson, Adolf 
Hitler, and American neo-Nazi author William Pierce 
to promulgate an accelerationist worldview called 
“Universal Order.”18 Siege was originally a series of 
newsletters Mason began authoring for the National 
Socialist Liberation Front in 1980. He continued 
publishing the newsletters after the Front collapsed in 
1982, printing them through 1986. Collected into a 
single book in 1992, these writings are today considered 
a de�ning text of WSE accelerationist groups. Members 
of AWD and �e Base are instructed to read the book.19 

William Pierce’s dystopian novel �e Turner Diaries 
is also a guiding text. It depicts a �ctional insurgent 
struggle by a white power terrorist movement against 
the U.S. government. It advances many of the ideas 
contained in Siege in a more readily consumable – and, 
for movement adherents, entertaining – format. WSE 
accelerationists derive the concept of “the Day of the 
Rope” from �e Turner Diaries. In this ultraviolent 
fantasy, race-mixing white women, along with white 
academics, journalists, politicians, and other “race 
traitors,” are slaughtered en masse. �e novel recounts:

16. Shayan Sardarizadeh and Mike Wendling, “George Floyd protests: Who are Boogaloo Bois, antifa and Proud Boys?” BBC News (UK), 
June 17, 2020. (https://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-trending-53018201). �is use of boogaloo is a variation of an otherwise innocuous 
meme derived from the �lm Breakin’ 2: Electric Boogaloo. While boogaloo typically refers to an unserious or undesired sequel, here boogaloo 
apparently refers to a second American civil war or other societal collapse.
17. �e communication channels used by WSE accelerationists shift frequently, as internet service providers and other companies 
frequently deny access to adherents.
18. James Mason, Siege (ironmarch.org, 2015), pages 34–37 and 228.
19. “Prominent American Neo-Nazi Terror Group Establishes O�cial Communication Platform, Posts Evidence of Flyering Campaigns,” 
SITE Intelligence Group, November 8, 2019. (https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-�reat/prominent-american-neo-nazi-
terror-group-establishes-o�cial-communication-platform-posts-evidence-of-�yering-campaign.html)
20. For an extended treatment of �e Turner Diaries and other works of racist dystopian �ction, see: J.M. Berger, �e Turner Legacy: �e 
Storied Origins and Enduring Impact of White Nationalism’s Deadly Bible (�e Hague: International Centre for Counter-Terrorism – �e 
Hague, 2016).

Today has been the Day of the Rope—a grim and 
bloody day, but an unavoidable one. Tonight, from 
tens of thousands of lampposts, power poles, and 
trees through this vast metropolitan area the grisly 
forms hang … each with an identical placard with 
its legend in large, block letters: “I de�led my race.” 
… �ere are many thousands of hanging female 
corpses like that in this city tonight, all wearing 
identical placards around their necks. �ey are the 
White women who were married or living with 
Blacks, Jews, or with other non-White males. �ere 
are also a number of men wearing the I-de�led-
my-race placard, but the women easily outnumber 
them seven or eight to one.

On the other hand, about ninety per cent of the 
corpses with the I-betrayed-my-race placards are 
men, and overall the sexes seem to be roughly 
balanced. �ose wearing the latter placards are the 
politicians, the lawyers, the businessmen, the TV 
newscasters, the newspaper reporters and editors, 
the judges, the teachers, the school o�cials, the 
“civic leaders,” the bureaucrats, the preachers, and 
all the others who, for reasons of career or status or 
votes or whatever, helped promote or implement 
the System’s racial program. �e System had 
already paid them their 30 pieces of silver. Today 
we paid them.20

WSE accelerationism’s call for armed resistance and 
hastening civil war has produced violent results. �e 
manifestos of both Tarrant and Earnest espouse key 

https://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-trending-53018201
https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-Threat/prominent-american-neo-nazi-terror-group-establishes-official-communication-platform-posts-evidence-of-flyering-campaign.html
https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-Threat/prominent-american-neo-nazi-terror-group-establishes-official-communication-platform-posts-evidence-of-flyering-campaign.html
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concepts of WSE accelerationism.21 Law enforcement 
has foiled other plots by cells of WSE accelerationists.22 
Last year, Der Harte Kern, a small cell in Germany with 
transnational connections and WSE accelerationist 
beliefs, planned attacks on 10 mosques in 10 di�erent 
German states, with the goal of provoking retaliation 
and triggering civil war.23

White Power Skinheads

White power skinheads are a violent, racist iteration 
of the British skinhead subculture that emerged in the 
1960s.24 �e global white power skinhead community 
holds few consistent political beliefs in common. �e 
movement is heavily in�uenced by national socialism, 
though many white power skinheads may embrace the 
aesthetics, underlying racism, and calls to violence of 
the historical movement but not its formal political 
ideology. White power skinhead groups are de�ned by 
their embrace of racism and usually emphasize working-
class empowerment and “traditional” masculinity 
(including homophobia). Violence is a key component 
of white power skinhead subculture; street �ghting is a 
core cultural element of American and European white 
power skinheads.25

21. See: Brenton Tarrant, “�e Great Replacement: Towards a New Society We March Ever Forwards,” 8chan, March 15, 2019. 
(Available at: https://img-prod.ilfoglio.it/userUpload/�e_Great_Replacementconvertito.pdf ). In a section titled “Destabilization and 
Accelerationism,” Tarrant writes that “stability and comfort are the enemies of revolutionary change… We must destabilize and discomfort 
society where ever possible.” See also: John T. Earnest, “An Open Letter,” 8chan, April 27, 2019. (Available at: https://ent.siteintelgroup.
com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-�reat/alleged-synagogue-shooter-shares-manifesto-incites-other-white-men-to-�ght-jews.html). Earnest 
proclaims that “�e Day of the Rope is here right now—that is if you have the gnads to keep the ball rolling.”
22. See, for example: U.S. Department of Justice, U.S. Attorney’s O�ce for the District of Nevada, Press Release, “Las Vegas 
Man Pleads Guilty To Possession of Bomb-Making Components,” February 10, 2020. (https://www.justice.gov/usao-nv/pr/
las-vegas-man-pleads-guilty-possession-bomb-making-components)
23. Group members were arrested in February 2020 before they could carry out the attacks. “German far-right group ‘planned attacks on 
mosques,’” BBC News (UK), February 17, 2020. (https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-51526357)
24. �e term skinhead alone does not imply a�liation with white power or national socialism. �e subculture originated as a multiethnic 
phenomenon among both native-born and immigrant British working-class youths. A movement of anti-racist skinheads, sometimes 
referred to as Skinheads Against Racial Prejudice, or SHARP, seeks to reject racist elements of the subculture today.
25. John Pollard, “Skinhead Culture: �e Ideologies, Mythologies, Religions and Conspiracy �eories of Racist Skinheads,” Patterns of 
Prejudice, Volume 50, Issue 4, 2016, pages 402–407. (https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/0031322X.2016.1243349)
26. See: “Pro�le: Wisconsin Sikh temple shooter Wade Michael Page,” BBC News (UK), August 7, 2012. (https://www.bbc.com/news/
world-us-canada-19167324); Andreas Burger, “Germany uncovers terrorist group which attacked foreigners in Chemnitz,” Reuters,  
October 1, 2018. (https://www.reuters.com/article/us-germany-farright-crime/germany-uncovers-terrorist-group-which-attacked-foreigners-
in-chemnitz-idUSKCN1MB26Z)

While white power skinhead violence is a persistent 
criminal threat, it is usually limited to street brawls 
and targeted assaults. �ere have been rare instances 
in which white power skinheads engaged in terrorism 
and political assassinations. �ese include Wade 
Michael Page’s 2012 attack on a Sikh temple in Oak 
Creek, Wisconsin, which killed six, and Revolution 
Chemnitz’s plots against German politicians and civil 
servants, which authorities thwarted in 2018.26

White Nationalism and 
White Separatism

White nationalist and separatist groups are committed 
�rst and foremost to the creation of a white nation in a 
particular geographic area. Such groups usually draw on 
a cultural history tied to a particular region or state and 
emphasize the importance of their perceived home region 
over the national or transnational political order. �e 
envisioned fate of non-white residents of these homelands 
varies, with options ranging from the subjugation of 
non-whites to total exclusion through ethnic cleansing 
or forced migration. While many white nationalist 
and separatist groups refrain from using or advocating 
violence, others employ or encourage violence.

https://img-prod.ilfoglio.it/userUpload/The_Great_Replacementconvertito.pdf
https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-Threat/alleged-synagogue-shooter-shares-manifesto-incites-other-white-men-to-fight-jews.html
https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-Threat/alleged-synagogue-shooter-shares-manifesto-incites-other-white-men-to-fight-jews.html
https://www.justice.gov/usao-nv/pr/las-vegas-man-pleads-guilty-possession-bomb-making-components
https://www.justice.gov/usao-nv/pr/las-vegas-man-pleads-guilty-possession-bomb-making-components
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-51526357
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/0031322X.2016.1243349
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-19167324
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-19167324
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-germany-farright-crime/germany-uncovers-terrorist-group-which-attacked-foreigners-in-chemnitz-idUSKCN1MB26Z
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-germany-farright-crime/germany-uncovers-terrorist-group-which-attacked-foreigners-in-chemnitz-idUSKCN1MB26Z
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White nationalist and separatist ideologies are not 
inherently transnational, as their emphasis on a 
speci�c geographic area may limit cooperation with 
foreign WSE groups. For example, ultranationalist 
Ukrainian WSE groups share signi�cant ideological 
overlap with ultranationalist Russian WSE groups, 
but their commitments to the territorial integrity of 
their respective homelands, coupled in some cases with 
direct participation on opposite sides of the Ukrainian 
separatist con�ict, leaves little room for cooperation. 
However, some white nationalist and white separatist 
groups view themselves as part of a global movement. 

For example, the League of the South, a neo-
Confederate movement in the American South, 
promotes the secession of former Confederate states 
but also networks with foreign white power groups. Its 
leader, Michael Hill, stated, “Whites worldwide must 
associate in order to help protect our mutual interests 
against the diabolical forces of globalism that seek our 
destruction as separate and sovereign nation-states.”27

Major Domestic and  
Foreign Groups

It is important to note the limitations of applying an 
organization-focused analytical approach to the WSE 
movement. Many of the most violent attacks inspired by 
WSE ideology cannot be traced to speci�c groups and 
must instead be understood as phenomena emerging from 
the broader movement. �e perpetrators of the deadliest 

27. Michael Hill, “League Rep Meets with Suidlanders in South Africa,” League of the South, January 3, 2019. (Archived version available 
at: https://web.archive.org/web/20200922103650/https://leagueofthesouth.com/league-rep-meets-with-suidlanders-in-south-africa)
28. Joe Sexton, “Las Vegas Man Arrested in Plots Against Jews Was Said to Be A�liated with Atomwa�en Division,” PBS Frontline, 
August 14, 2019. (https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/las-vegas-man-arrested-for-plots-against-jews-said-to-be-a�liated-
atomwa�en-division); Jason Wilson, “Sweep of arrests hits US neo-Nazi group connected to �ve murders,” �e Guardian (UK), March 
6, 2020. (https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/06/neo-nazi-arrests-deals-blow-us-group-atomwa�en-division); James Makuch, 
“Audio Recording Claims Neo-Nazi Terror Group Is Disbanding,” Vice, March 14, 2020. (https://www.vice.com/en/article/qjdnam/
audio-recording-claims-neo-nazi-terror-group-is-disbanding)
29. Daniel De Simone, Andrei Soshnikov, and Ali Winston, “Neo-Nazi Rinaldo Nazzaro running US militant group �e Base from 
Russia,” BBC News (UK), January 24, 2020. (https://www.bbc.com/news/world-51236915); Timothy Williams, Adam Goldman, and Neil 
MacFarquhar, “Virginia Capital on Edge as F.B.I. Arrests Suspected Neo-Nazis Before Gun Rally,” �e New York Times,  
January 16, 2020. (https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/16/us/fbi-arrest-virginia-gun-rally.html); Caroline Linton, “Feds arrest alleged white 
supremacy group member who claimed to run ‘hate camp’ in Michigan,” CBS News, October 30, 2020. (https://www.cbsnews.com/news/
fbi-arrests-justen-watkins-michigan-white-supremacy-group-the-base) 

WSE-linked mass-casualty attacks do not appear to have 
been members of speci�c WSE organizations. 

Moreover, groups within the movement can drastically 
change in a short time period. Limited organizational 
depth leaves most WSE groups highly vulnerable to 
disruption by law enforcement and fragmentation 
resulting from internecine disputes. Two of the most 
violence-oriented groups, AWD and �e Base, have 
declined signi�cantly since their peaks in 2018–2019. 
AWD’s membership was likely highest around early 
2018, with cells across America and members in 
Canada, the United Kingdom, and elsewhere. Following 
internal divisions and the arrest of several members, 
including cell leaders, James Mason announced that 
the American chapter of the group was disbanding.28 
�e Base su�ered a similar decline following the public 
revelation of its leader’s identity as a former U.S. 
government contractor living in Russia as well as the 
arrest of several of the group’s U.S. members and one 
Canadian member.29

�ough the rise and fall of prominent WSE groups 
can be rapid and attacks are often perpetrated by “lone 
wolves,” an exploration of these organizations remains 
important for understanding major trends in the WSE 

“ Many of the most violent attacks inspired  
by WSE ideology cannot be traced to speci�c 
groups and must instead be understood as 
phenomena emerging from the broader 
movement.”

https://web.archive.org/web/20200922103650/https://leagueofthesouth.com/league-rep-meets-with-suidlanders-in-south-africa
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/las-vegas-man-arrested-for-plots-against-jews-said-to-be-affiliated-atomwaffen-division/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/las-vegas-man-arrested-for-plots-against-jews-said-to-be-affiliated-atomwaffen-division/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/06/neo-nazi-arrests-deals-blow-us-group-atomwaffen-division
https://www.vice.com/en/article/qjdnam/audio-recording-claims-neo-nazi-terror-group-is-disbanding
https://www.vice.com/en/article/qjdnam/audio-recording-claims-neo-nazi-terror-group-is-disbanding
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-51236915
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/16/us/fbi-arrest-virginia-gun-rally.html
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/fbi-arrests-justen-watkins-michigan-white-supremacy-group-the-base/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/fbi-arrests-justen-watkins-michigan-white-supremacy-group-the-base/
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movement.30 Emergent groups often follow in the 
footsteps of their predecessors, embracing the same key 
texts, rhetoric, and techniques as they absorb members 
abandoning damaged or defunct brands. Former 
members of collapsing groups often remain active in 
the WSE movement. Some rebrand their groups with 
new names and logos, just as former members of AWD 
did by forming the National Socialist Order following 
AWD’s “disbandment.” Others form or join new or 
less prominent groups. One former member of the 
largely defunct Feuerkrieg Division was arrested on 
federal weapons charges after joining Iron Youth, an 
accelerationist group that emerged in 2019.31 

Similarly, individual extremists seeking standing in the 
movement may adopt the iconography of prominent 
groups or be inspired by their propaganda despite 
their decline. A participant in the riot at the U.S. 
Capitol on January 6, 2021, was later identi�ed in a 

30. �ough we employ the term lone wolf here because it is familiar to readers and has speci�c connotations within the WSE movement, it 
is worth noting recent academic criticisms of the typology. See: Bart Schuurman et al., “End of the Lone Wolf: �e Typology �at Should 
Not Have Been,” Studies in Con�ict & Terrorism, Volume 42, Issue 8, 2019, pages 771–78.
31. “Two Neo-Nazis, Including ‘Jew Slayer,’ Arrested on Weapons Charges,” Anti-Defamation League, February 22, 2021. (https://www.adl.
org/blog/two-neo-nazis-including-jew-slayer-arrested-on-weapons-charges)
32. Robert Evans, “Woman Accused of Stealing Nancy Pelosi’s Laptop Appears in Video Making Nazi Salute,” Bellingcat, February 
24, 2021. (https://www.bellingcat.com/news/americas/2021/02/24/woman-accused-of-stealing-nancy-pelosis-laptop-appears-in-video-
making-nazi-salute) 
33. Tom Blackwell, “Gun-toting Canadian triggers FBI probe of alleged white-supremacist terror plot tied to U.S. election,” National Post 
(Canada), January 15, 2021. (https://nationalpost.com/news/gun-toting-canadian-triggers-fbi-probe-of-alleged-white-supremacist-terror-
plot-tied-to-u-s-election) 
34. “Far-right group National Action to be banned under terror laws,” BBC News (UK), December 12, 2016. (https://www.bbc.com/news/
uk-38286708)
35. See, for example: “Two neo-Nazi groups added to banned list,” BBC News (UK), September 28, 2017. (https://www.bbc.com/news/
uk-41430740); “Extremist neo-Nazi group to be banned under terror laws,” BBC News (UK), February 24, 2020. (https://www.bbc.com/
news/uk-politics-51618248)
36. “About Us,” National Socialist Movement, archived June 21, 2020. (Archived version available at: https://web.archive.org/
web/20200621155209/https://www.nsm88.org/aboutus.html)

video she made that featured symbols and aesthetic 
elements popularized by AWD.32 A Canadian stopped 
at the U.S. border in October 2019 was identi�ed as 
a potential extremist thanks in part to AWD-inspired 
content on his phone. �e man wanted to meet with a 
U.S. teenager who was seeking to establish a network 
of neo-Nazi cells.33

Neo-Nazi and National Socialist Groups

National Action was a relatively small (estimated 
100 to 200 core activists) UK-based group that 
openly advocated for national socialism. �e United 
Kingdom added the group to its list of proscribed 
terrorist organizations in December 2016.34 National 
Action’s members continued to organize under various 
aliases after the group was banned, including Scottish 
Dawn, NS131, and the System Resistance Network. 
British authorities proscribed all of them.35 �e group’s 
multiple attempts to circumvent the ban suggests 
ongoing covert activity.

�e National Socialist Movement advocates for 
national socialism in the United States.36 �ough the 
group o�cially disavows violence, it has previously 
called for the forceful removal of all non-whites from 

“ Emergent groups often follow in the 
footsteps of their predecessors, embracing 
the same key texts, rhetoric, and techniques 
as they absorb members abandoning 
damaged or defunct brands.”

https://www.adl.org/blog/two-neo-nazis-including-jew-slayer-arrested-on-weapons-charges
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https://web.archive.org/web/20200621155209/https://www.nsm88.org/aboutus.html
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U.S. territory.37 An individual a�liated with the group 
attempted to derail an Amtrak train and attack black 
passengers on board in 2017.38

37. See: “Commanders Desk,” National Socialist Movement, archived August 3, 2020. (Archived version available at: https://web.archive.
org/web/20200803084207/https://nsm88.org/commandersdesk); “25 Points of American National Socialism,” National Socialist 
Movement, archived November 27, 2012. (Archived version available at: https://web.archive.org/web/20121127151719/http://www.nsm88.
org/25points/25pointsengl.html)
38. Plea Agreement, United States v. Wilson, 4:18-cr-03005-JMG-CRZ (D. Neb., �led July 12, 2018). (https://www.courtlistener.com/
recap/gov.uscourts.ned.78514/gov.uscourts.ned.78514.27.0_1.pdf ) 
39. In March 2020, AWD’s ideological �gurehead, James Mason, announced that the group was “o�cially” disbanded. For discussion of Mason’s 
announcement, see: “As Atomwa�en Division Disbands, European Branch Announces It Will ‘Remain Active,’” SITE Intelligence Group,  
March 17, 2020. (https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-�reat/as-atomwa�en-division-disbands-european-branch-announces-it-
will-remain-active.html). On July 25, an author posted an entry on �e American Futurist – a neo-Nazi blog that promotes the ideas of James 
Mason – claiming that a new group, known as the National Socialist Order, “is founded and led by the remaining leadership of the Atomwa�en 
division,” and that it would carry on AWD’s program “to build an Aryan, National Socialist world by any means necessary.” See: “National Socialist 
Order Announcement!” �e American Futurist, July 25, 2020. (Archived version available at: https://web.archive.org/web/20200726041825/
https://www.americanfuturist.xyz/2020/07/25/national-socialist-order-announcement). AWD’s attempted rebranding followed the arrest of several 
prominent members. �is report uses the name Atomwa�en Division for three reasons. First, militant groups attempt to rebrand constantly, and it 
is not always clear that a new name will stick. Second, the name Atomwa�en Division continues to be used internationally by ideologically aligned 
groups. �ird, the name Atomwa�en Division continues to be used in reporting. �us, we use the name most familiar to readers.
40. “Odin,” IronMarch, October 12, 2015. (Archived version available at: https://web.archive.org/web/20170615224829/http:/
ironmarch.org/index.php?/topic/5647-atomwa�en-division-central-topic); Alexander Reid Ross, Emmi Bevensee, and ZC, “Transnational 
White Terror: Exposing Atomwa�en And �e Iron March Networks,” Bellingcat, December 19, 2019. (https://www.bellingcat.com/
news/2019/12/19/transnational-white-terror-exposing-atomwa�en-and-the-iron-march-networks)
41. Cells and individual members have been identi�ed in several U.S. states and European countries. See: A�davit in Support of Criminal 
Complaint, United States v. Russell, 8:17-cr-00283-SCB-JSS (M.D. Fla., �led May 20, 2017). (https://www.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.
uscourts.�md.337844.1.0.pdf ); A.C. �ompson, Ali Winston, and Jake Hanrahan, “Inside Atomwa�en As It Celebrates a Member for 
Allegedly Killing a Gay Jewish College Student,” ProPublica, February 23, 2018. (https://www.propublica.org/article/atomwa�en-division-
inside-white-hate-group); Maik Baumgärtner, Jörg Diehl, Alexander Epp, Roman Höfner, Martin Knobbe, Sven Röbel, Wolf Wiedmann-
Schmidt, and Ali Winston, “Neo-Nazi ‘Atomwa�en Division’ Spreads Fear in Germany,” Der Spiegel (Germany), November 13, 2019. 
(https://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/neo-nazi-group-atomwa�en-division-takes-root-in-germany-a-1295575.html)
42. A defunct iteration of the group’s website provided a list of texts explaining its ideology. �ese works included Siege and Mein Kampf 
as well as a work posted to an online neo-Nazi website that describes the necessity of violence for bringing down the System. See: “Reading 
List,” Atomwa�en Division, archived February 12, 2018. (Archived version available at: https://web.archive.org/web/20180212212616/
https://atomwa�endivision.org/join-us); Max Macro, “Violence,” Rope Culture, March 6, 2017. (Archived version available at: https://web.
archive.org/web/20170622024251/http://ropeculture.org/2017/03/06/violence)

Accelerationist Groups

Atomwa�en Division39 is a WSE group with an 
international membership. �e group seems to have 
emerged in 2015 from the now-defunct internet 
forum Iron March, though AWD’s founder claims 
the group was organized several years prior.40 AWD 
is organized into cells that appear to operate with a 
high degree of independence.41 �e organization has 
explicitly violent aims and seeks to instigate a race 
war that will lead to the destruction of the current 
U.S. political system.42 �at said, the speci�c ideas 
and ideology of AWD’s members vary somewhat, as 
its “leaderless” model makes it di�cult for AWD to 
craft a cohesive outlook. However, AWD members 
have demonstrated a commitment to advancing 

Logos of WSE accelerationist groups: the Sonnenrad, or Black 
Sun, of the Sonnenkreig Division (left); the logo of the Feuerkieg 
Division (top right); and the logo of �e Base (bottom right).

https://web.archive.org/web/20200803084207/https://nsm88.org/commandersdesk/
https://web.archive.org/web/20200803084207/https://nsm88.org/commandersdesk/
https://web.archive.org/web/20121127151719/http://www.nsm88.org/25points/25pointsengl.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20121127151719/http://www.nsm88.org/25points/25pointsengl.html
https://www.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.ned.78514/gov.uscourts.ned.78514.27.0_1.pdf
https://www.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.ned.78514/gov.uscourts.ned.78514.27.0_1.pdf
https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-Threat/as-atomwaffen-division-disbands-european-branch-announces-it-will-remain-active.html
https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-Threat/as-atomwaffen-division-disbands-european-branch-announces-it-will-remain-active.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20200726041825/https://www.americanfuturist.xyz/2020/07/25/national-socialist-order-announcement
https://web.archive.org/web/20200726041825/https://www.americanfuturist.xyz/2020/07/25/national-socialist-order-announcement
https://web.archive.org/web/20170615224829/http:/ironmarch.org/index.php?/topic/5647-atomwaffen-division-central-topic/
https://web.archive.org/web/20170615224829/http:/ironmarch.org/index.php?/topic/5647-atomwaffen-division-central-topic/
https://www.bellingcat.com/news/2019/12/19/transnational-white-terror-exposing-atomwaffen-and-the-iron-march-networks/
https://www.bellingcat.com/news/2019/12/19/transnational-white-terror-exposing-atomwaffen-and-the-iron-march-networks/
https://www.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.flmd.337844.1.0.pdf
https://www.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.flmd.337844.1.0.pdf
https://www.propublica.org/article/atomwaffen-division-inside-white-hate-group
https://www.propublica.org/article/atomwaffen-division-inside-white-hate-group
https://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/neo-nazi-group-atomwaffen-division-takes-root-in-germany-a-1295575.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20180212212616/https://atomwaffendivision.org/join-us
https://web.archive.org/web/20180212212616/https://atomwaffendivision.org/join-us
https://web.archive.org/web/20170622024251/http://ropeculture.org/2017/03/06/violence
https://web.archive.org/web/20170622024251/http://ropeculture.org/2017/03/06/violence
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societal breakdown through violence. �eir forums 
and chat groups circulate a core set of texts, most 
prominently Mason’s Siege. AWD has inspired 
related organizations with overlapping membership, 
including Feuerkrieg Division and Sonnenkrieg 
Division, which are discussed below.

AWD is active primarily in the United States, where 
it likely �rst organized. Since the group’s formation, 
AWD members have been identi�ed in several states. 
�e group’s social media and propaganda reveal that 
it has held paramilitary training camps in Texas, 
Nevada, Illinois, and Washington state.43 �e camps 
feature live-�re weapons training and instruction as 
well as training in hand-to-hand combat, survival 
skills, and physical �tness. 

Group members have plotted or discussed terrorist 
attacks. One Florida cell acquired explosives and may 
have intended to target the electrical grid or a nuclear 
power plant.44 AWD members also murdered a gay 
Jewish college student in California and intimidated 
journalists and political �gures.45

43. See: A.C. �ompson, Ali Winston, and Jake Hanrahan, “California Murder Suspect Said to Have Trained With Extremist Hate Group,” 
ProPublica, January 26, 2018. (https://www.propublica.org/article/california-murder-suspect-atomwa�en-division-extremist-hate-group); 
A.C. �ompson, Ali Winston, and Jake Hanrahan, “Inside Atomwa�en As It Celebrates a Member for Allegedly Killing a Gay Jewish 
College Student,” ProPublica, February 23, 2018. (https://www.propublica.org/article/atomwa�en-division-inside-white-hate-group); 
A�davit in Support of Criminal Complaint, United States v. Russell, 8:17-cr-00283-SCB-JSS (M.D. Fla., �led May 20, 2017). (https://
www.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.�md.337844.1.0.pdf )
44. Dan Sullivan, “National Guard ‘neo-Nazi’ aimed to hit Miami nuclear plant, roommate says,” Tampa Bay Times, June 13, 2017. 
(https://www.tampabay.com/news/courts/criminal/judge-sets-release-conditions-for-neo-nazi-in-tampa-palms-explosives-case/2327088)
45. A.C. �ompson, Ali Winston, and Jake Hanrahan, “California Murder Suspect Said to Have Trained With Extremist Hate Group,” 
ProPublica, January 26, 2018. (https://www.propublica.org/article/california-murder-suspect-atomwa�en-division-extremist-hate-group); U.S. 
Department of Justice, Press Release, “Arrests in Four States of Racially Motivated Violent Extremists Targeting Journalists and Activists,” February 
26, 2020. (https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/arrests-four-states-racially-motivated-violent-extremists-targeting-journalists-and-activists)
46. See: Mack Lamoureux and Ben Makuch, “An American Neo-Nazi Group Has Dark Plans for Canada,” Vice, July 10, 2018. (https://
www.vice.com/en_us/article/ev847a/an-american-neo-nazi-group-has-dark-plans-for-canada)
47. Maik Baumgärtner, Jörg Diehl, Alexander Epp, Roman Höfner, Martin Knobbe, Sven Röbel, Wolf Wiedmann-Schmidt, and Ali 
Winston, “Neo-Nazi ‘Atomwa�en Division’ Spreads Fear in Germany,” Der Spiegel (Germany), November 13, 2019. (https://www.spiegel.
de/international/germany/neo-nazi-group-atomwa�en-division-takes-root-in-germany-a-1295575.html)
48. Daniel Sandford and Daniel De Simone, “British Neo-Nazis suggest Prince Harry should be shot,” BBC News (UK),  
December 5, 2018. (https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-46460442)
49. Jamie Grierson, “UK to ban neo-Nazi Sonnenkrieg Division as a terrorist group,” �e Guardian (UK), February 24, 2020 (https://www.
theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/feb/24/uk-ban-neo-nazi-sonnenkrieg-division-terrorist-group)
50 Daniel. Sandford and Daniel De Simone, “British Neo-Nazis suggest Prince Harry should be shot,” BBC News (UK), December 5, 
2018. (https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-46460442)

In addition to the United States, AWD appears to 
operate in Germany and Canada.46 U.S. members 
have reportedly traveled to England, Poland, the Czech 
Republic, Ukraine, and Germany. While the purpose 
behind these trips remains unclear, photos of members 
holding an AWD �ag in front of Wewelsburg Castle in 
the German town of Büren, a site of historical signi�cance 
for neo-Nazi groups, have appeared in AWD propaganda, 
including in the announcement of its German branch.47

Sonnenkrieg Division is an AWD-inspired UK-based 
WSE group that shares AWD’s accelerationist ideology, 
including its commitment to violence. Members have 
distributed bomb-making instructions and propaganda 
encouraging terrorist attacks. Like AWD, Sonnenkrieg’s 
members have advocated violence.48 Its membership 
includes former members of National Action, the 
aforementioned neo-Nazi organization that has been 
banned in the United Kingdom. In February 2020, 
the United Kingdom’s home secretary announced 
that Sonnenkrieg would also be banned as a terrorist 
group.49 In private forums, Sonnenkrieg members have 
discussed traveling to the United States to meet with 
members of AWD.50

https://www.propublica.org/article/california-murder-suspect-atomwaffen-division-extremist-hate-group
https://www.propublica.org/article/atomwaffen-division-inside-white-hate-group
https://www.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.flmd.337844.1.0.pdf
https://www.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.flmd.337844.1.0.pdf
https://www.tampabay.com/news/courts/criminal/judge-sets-release-conditions-for-neo-nazi-in-tampa-palms-explosives-case/2327088/
https://www.propublica.org/article/california-murder-suspect-atomwaffen-division-extremist-hate-group
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/arrests-four-states-racially-motivated-violent-extremists-targeting-journalists-and-activists
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/ev847a/an-american-neo-nazi-group-has-dark-plans-for-canada
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/ev847a/an-american-neo-nazi-group-has-dark-plans-for-canada
https://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/neo-nazi-group-atomwaffen-division-takes-root-in-germany-a-1295575.html
https://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/neo-nazi-group-atomwaffen-division-takes-root-in-germany-a-1295575.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-46460442
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/feb/24/uk-ban-neo-nazi-sonnenkrieg-division-terrorist-group
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/feb/24/uk-ban-neo-nazi-sonnenkrieg-division-terrorist-group
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-46460442
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Feuerkrieg Division (FKD) is an AWD-inspired 
group founded in the Baltics, with members in Europe 
and the United States.51 �e group’s propaganda 
reveals that FKD, like AWD and Sonnenkrieg, 
embraces violence to provoke a race war.52 FKD has 
been implicated in terrorist attacks and plots in the 
United States and Europe.53 �e scope of the group’s 
U.S. presence is not known. Conor Climo, a Las 
Vegas resident found with bomb-making materials 
in his home, “was communicating with individuals 
who identi�ed with” FKD while discussing attacks on 
Jewish and LGBT targets and conducting surveillance 
for potential plots.54

Organized in 2018 by an individual who refers to himself 
as “Norman Spear” and “Roman Wolf,” �e Base is a 
U.S.-based WSE group with international membership. 
Spear formed the group with a goal similar to that of 
AWD’s founders: preparing adherents of WSE ideology 
to commit acts of terrorism and participate in civil war.55 
While Spear has attempted to publicly disavow violence 
– describing �e Base as a “survivalism & self-defense 

51. For examples of local activity, see: “Neo-Nazi Group Announces ‘Florida Cell Activism,’ Calls for New Recruits,” SITE Intelligence 
Group, October 1, 2019. (https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-�reat/neo-nazi-group-announces-�orida-cell-activism-
calls-for-new-recruits.html); “Neo-Nazi Group Conducts Postering Campaign in Philadelphia,” SITE Intelligence Group, October 1, 2019. 
(https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-�reat/neo-nazi-group-conducts-postering-campaign-in-philadelphia.html); “Neo-
Nazi Group Announces Meetup in the United Kingdom,” SITE Intelligence Group, January 8, 2020. (https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-
Right-/-Far-Left-�reat/neo-nazi-group-announces-meet-up-in-the-united-kingdom.html); “O�shoot of Neo-Nazi Group Shares Violent 
Propaganda and Attempts Recruitment,” SITE Intelligence Group, December 19, 2018. (https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-
�reat/o�shoot-of-neo-nazi-group-shares-violent-propaganda-and-attempts-recruitment.html); “Neo-Nazi Group Posts Flyers with Violent 
Incitement in Netherlands,” SITE Intelligence Group, December 30, 2019. (https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-�reat/
neo-nazi-group-posts-�yers-with-violent-incitements-in-netherlands.html)
52. See: “O�shoot of Neo-Nazi Group Shares Violent Propaganda and Attempts Recruitment,” SITE Intelligence Group,  
December 19, 2018. (https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-�reat/o�shoot-of-neo-nazi-group-shares-violent-propaganda-
and-attempts-recruitment.html)
53. See: “Neo-Nazi Group Posts Video, Claims Placing Explosive and Swastika Gra�ti in Lithuania,” SITE Intelligence Group, October 
8, 2019. (https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-�reat/neo-nazi-group-posts-video-claims-placing-explosive-and-swastika-
gra�ti-in-lithuania.html); Criminal Complaint, United States v. Climo, 2:19-cr-00232-JCM-NJK (D. Nev. �led August 9, 2019). (https://
www.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.nvd.139164/gov.uscourts.nvd.139164.1.0.pdf )
54. U.S. Department of Justice, U.S. Attorney’s O�ce for the District of Nevada, Press Release, “Las Vegas Man 
Pleads Guilty to Possession of Bomb-Making Components,” February 10, 2020. (https://www.justice.gov/usao-nv/pr/
las-vegas-man-pleads-guilty-possession-bomb-making-components)
55. Ben Makuch and Mack Lamoureux, “Neo-Nazis Are Organizing Secretive Paramilitary Training Across America,” Vice,  
November 20, 2018. (https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/a3mexp/neo-nazis-are-organizing-secretive-paramilitary-training-across-america)
56. “�e Base,” Anti-Defamation League, accessed November 3, 2020. (https://www.adl.org/resources/backgrounders/the-base)
57. Ryan �orpe, “Homegrown Hate,” Winnipeg Free Press (Canada), August 16, 2019. (https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/local/
homegrown-hate-547510902.html); Floyd County Police Department, A�davit in Support of Arrest Warrant, “Exhibit 1,”  
January 19, 2020. (https://�oydcountypolicedept.�les.wordpress.com/2020/01/media-release-a�davit.pdf )

network” – he has acknowledged that members are 
“militant” and seek to foment an insurgency. Spear has 
also tacitly justi�ed the use of terrorism to achieve his 
movement’s goals. For example, he commented in a June 
2018 Gab post: “It’s only terrorism if we lose—If we win, 
we get statues of us put up in parks.”56

�e majority of the group’s activity takes place in the 
United States, where cells and members have been 
identi�ed in Maryland, Georgia, New Jersey, Michigan, 
and Wisconsin. �e group has held paramilitary “hate” 
camps in Georgia and elsewhere in the United States 
and has reportedly sought to hold similar camps in 
Canada.57 �e group’s physical meetups have attracted 
at least one Canadian member who regularly traveled 
to the United States to participate. 

Members explicitly advocate mass violence in their 
online communications. While �e Base has not 
successfully executed a terrorist attack, members from 
Maryland and Canada were indicted in January 2020 in 
connection with a plot to stage an attack at a gun rights 

https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-Threat/neo-nazi-group-announces-florida-cell-activism-calls-for-new-recruits.html
https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-Threat/neo-nazi-group-announces-florida-cell-activism-calls-for-new-recruits.html
https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-Threat/neo-nazi-group-conducts-postering-campaign-in-philadelphia.html
https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-Threat/neo-nazi-group-announces-meet-up-in-the-united-kingdom.html
https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-Threat/neo-nazi-group-announces-meet-up-in-the-united-kingdom.html
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https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-Threat/neo-nazi-group-posts-flyers-with-violent-incitements-in-netherlands.html
https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-Threat/neo-nazi-group-posts-flyers-with-violent-incitements-in-netherlands.html
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https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-Threat/neo-nazi-group-posts-video-claims-placing-explosive-and-swastika-graffiti-in-lithuania.html
https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-Threat/neo-nazi-group-posts-video-claims-placing-explosive-and-swastika-graffiti-in-lithuania.html
https://www.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.nvd.139164/gov.uscourts.nvd.139164.1.0.pdf
https://www.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.nvd.139164/gov.uscourts.nvd.139164.1.0.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/usao-nv/pr/las-vegas-man-pleads-guilty-possession-bomb-making-components
https://www.justice.gov/usao-nv/pr/las-vegas-man-pleads-guilty-possession-bomb-making-components
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rally in Richmond, Virginia.58 �ree other members 
were charged in Georgia with conspiracy to kill anti-
fascist activists, while others have been charged for 
vandalizing synagogues in Michigan and Wisconsin.

White Nationalist and  
White Separatist Groups

In the United States, militant white nationalists and 
white separatists organize around one of two aims: 
the replacement of the current U.S. government with 
a white-dominated regime, or the creation of a new 
white state in the United States. �e most notable 
group in the former category is Patriot Front, which 
seeks to transform the country into a white ethno-state. 
Despite a shared origin with AWD that traces back to 
Iron March, Patriot Front eschews overt violence.59 
�e group has relied on predominantly nonviolent 
demonstrations to gain publicity. However, Patriot 
Front targets ideological foes – including anarchists 
and other left-wing activists – with intimidation and 
threats of violence.

Factions of the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) currently active 
in the United States are not as large or well-organized 

58. U.S. Department of Justice, U.S. Attorney’s O�ce for the District of Maryland, Press Release, “�ree Alleged Members of the Violent 
Extremist Group ‘�e Base’ Facing Federal Firearms and Alien-Related Charges,” January 16, 2020. (https://www.justice.gov/usao-md/pr/
three-alleged-members-violent-extremist-group-base-facing-federal-�rearms-and-alien)
59. Carol Schae�er and Fritz Zimmermann, “�ey Are Racist; Some of �em Have Guns. Inside the White Supremacist Group Hiding in 
Plain Sight,” ProPublica, November 8, 2019. (https://www.propublica.org/article/they-are-racist-some-of-them-have-guns-inside-the-white-
supremacist-group-hiding-in-plain-sight)
60. See, for example: Jason Rantala and Neal Bennett, “KKK Flyers �reatening to Beat Black Men Who ‘Make Eyes’ at White Girls 
Show Up in Jax Neighborhood,” First Coast News, October 9, 2017. (https://www.�rstcoastnews.com/article/news/local/kkk-�yers-
threatening-to-beat-black-men-who-make-eyes-at-white-girls-show-up-in-jax-neighborhood/77-482008626); Chris Barker, “Ilia 
Calderón Comes Face to Face with Hate in Interview with KKK Leader,” Univision, August 22, 2017. (https://www.univision.com/
shows/aqui-y-ahora/ilia-calderon-comes-face-to-face-with-hate-in-interview-with-kkk-leader-video); U.S. Department of Justice, 
Press Release, “New York Man Sentenced to 30 Years for Plot to Kill Muslims,” December 19, 2016. (https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/
new-york-man-sentenced-30-years-plot-kill-muslims)
61. Ian Shapira, “Ex-white nationalist found guilty in beating of black man in Charlottesville parking garage,” �e Washington Post, 
February 8, 2019. (https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/ex-white-nationalist-found-guilty-in-beating-black-man-in-charlottesville-
parking-garage/2019/02/08/f701706c-2b0a-11e9-984d-9b8fba003e81_story.html); Jerry Iannelli and Isabella Vi Gomes, “White 
Supremacist Arrested for Charging Crowd at Hollywood Confederate Street-Name Protest,” Miami New Times, August 30, 2017.  
(https://www.miaminewtimes.com/news/white-supremacist-arrested-at-hollywood-�orida-confederate-street-sign-protest-9631690)
62. “Our Path,” Nordic Resistance Movement, November 17, 2018. (Archived version available at: https://web.archive.org/
web/20190625211227/https://nordicresistancemovement.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Our-Path.pdf )

as earlier iterations of the Klan, but the movement 
continues to advocate for white power. Most 
contemporary KKK factions typically refrain from 
violence. But some, particularly the Loyal White 
Knights, the largest Klan group in the United States, 
repeatedly threaten violence against non-whites, and 
individual members have plotted terrorist attacks.60

Few signi�cant white separatist WSE groups currently 
exist in the United States. �e most prominent is the 
League of the South, though its ability to operate has 
declined since the violent clashes at the 2017 Unite the 
Right rally in Charlottesville, Virginia, as well as due to 
the increasingly militant statements of its leadership. 
�e group’s recent activity has consisted of protests 
and demonstrations. While these activities were largely 
nonviolent, several members have been arrested or 
convicted of violence at these events.61

In Europe, one of the most salient militant transnational 
white nationalist groups is the Nordic Resistance 
Movement (NRM). NRM is a Sweden-based group 
that advocates for a halt to non-white immigration to 
Nordic countries and favors the creation of a single 
Nordic nation.62 �e group has tried to organize as a 
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political party in Sweden.63 NRM also has o�shoots 
in Norway, Finland, Iceland, and Denmark, though 
Finland o�cially banned it.64 Members have been 
involved in bombings as well as street brawls with 
opposition groups.65

White Power Skinheads

Major transnational white power skinhead groups 
include the British-origin Blood & Honour (B&H), 
the a�liated Combat 18 (C18), and the U.S.-origin 
Hammerskins. B&H originated as a loose association 
of white power music groups and a�liated racist 
skinheads in the United Kingdom in the 1980s.66 While 
expanding into an international movement, the group 
splintered several times. B&H now claims a�liates 
throughout Europe, the Americas, Australia, and New 
Zealand.67 Several countries have proscribed the group, 
including Germany, Spain, Russia, and Canada.68 

63. “What is the Nordic Resistance Movement,” Nordic Resistance Movement, March 8, 2019. (Archived version available at: https://web.
archive.org/web/20190625203802/https://nordicresistancemovement.org/who-are-the-nordic-resistance-movement) 
64. Nick Robins-Early, “Finland Bans Neo-Nazi Nordic Resistance Movement,” �e Hu�ngton Post, November 30, 2017. (https://www.
hu�post.com/entry/�nland-bans-neo-nazi-group_n_5a202d7ae4b037b8ea206cf7)
65. See: Daniel Dickson and Johan Sennero, “�ree Swedish men get jail for bomb attacks on asylum centers,” Reuters, July 7, 2017. 
(https://www.reuters.com/article/us-sweden-attacks-verdict-idUSKBN19S1M5); “Kärrtorp clashes: Four neo-Nazis jailed,” �e Local 
(Sweden), June 5, 2014. (https://www.thelocal.se/20140605/karrtorp-clashes-four-neo-nazis-jailed)
66. “History,” Blood & Honour Worldwide, archived August 7, 2020. (Archived version available at: https://web.archive.org/
web/20200807011604/https://www.bloodandhonourworldwide.co.uk/bhww/history)
67. See the organization’s website for a list of current chapters: “B&H Worldwide Contacts,” Blood & Honour Worldwide, archived October 
28, 2020. (Archived version available at: https://web.archive.org/web/20201028222234/https://www.bloodandhonourworldwide.co.uk/
bhww/b-h-worldwide-contacts)
68. “Germany bans neo-Nazi group,” BBC News (UK), September 14, 2000. (http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/925009.stm); “El 
Supremo ordena a la organización neonazi ‘Blood and Honour’ que se disuelva,” Público (Spain), June 8, 2011. (https://www.publico.es/
actualidad/supremo-ordena-organizacion-neonazi-blood.html); “Russian Supreme Court Bans Blood & Honor,” Sputnik (Russia), May 
29, 2012. (https://sputniknews.com/world/20120529173741667); Government of Canada Department of Public Safety and Emergency 
Preparedness, “Listed Terrorist Entities: Currently Listed Entities,” accessed November 3, 2020. (https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/ntnl-
scrt/cntr-trrrsm/lstd-ntts/crrnt-lstd-ntts-en.aspx#59)
69. See: Government of Canada Department of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness, “Listed Terrorist Entities: Currently Listed 
Entities,” accessed November 3, 2020. (https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/ntnl-scrt/cntr-trrrsm/lstd-ntts/crrnt-lstd-ntts-en.aspx#59); Ben 
Knight, “Combat 18: �e neo-Nazi network facing a ban in Germany,” Deutsche Welle (Germany), July 5, 2019. (https://www.dw.com/en/
combat-18-the-neo-nazi-network-facing-a-ban-in-germany/a-49493000)
70. �ese violent crimes are discussed in: Government of Canada Department of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness, “Listed 
Terrorist Entities: Currently Listed Entities,” accessed November 3, 2020. (https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/ntnl-scrt/cntr-trrrsm/lstd-
ntts/crrnt-lstd-ntts-en.aspx - 59)
71. Discussed in: “Combat 18,” Blood & Honour Canada, archived June 21, 2019. (Archived version available at: https://web.archive.org/
web/20190621203200/https://28brotherhood.com/combat18)

C18 is sometimes described as B&H’s armed wing.69 
�e “18” in the group’s name is a reference to Adolf 
Hitler (“A” is the �rst letter of the alphabet, while 
“H” is the eighth). C18 has carried out murders and 
bombings in North America and Europe, among 
other violent acts.70 �e group is thought to have a 
leaderless structure.71 

Logo of a U.S.-origin skinhead group, the Hammerskins.
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�e Hammerskins originated as a nationwide 
umbrella for U.S. skinhead groups. While the primary 
central organization, Hammerskin Nation, is now 
defunct, Hammerskins chapters continue to operate 
throughout the United States, and there is at least 
one annual national event, a music festival known 
as Hammerfest.72 �e current level of organization 
beyond local chapters is unclear, as skinhead activity 
primarily takes place underground, and two major 
websites associated with the Hammerskins are 
now defunct. Hammerskins crews have also been 
established in Europe and Australia. Supporting 
organizations made up of prospective members go 
by the name Crew 38.73 �e rest of the American 
skinhead movement is organized primarily into 
small regional and community groups, though at 
least one national o�shoot of the Hammerskins, 
the Vinlanders Social Club, remains active.74 White 
power record labels and inter-group associations are 
major mechanisms that help provide a limited degree 
of cohesion to the current movement.

U.S.-based skinhead groups serve as a source of 
recruits for organized WSE groups, including the 
Rise Above Movement (RAM), an independent 
WSE group. While RAM has shed some overt cultural 
markers of the WSE skinhead movement (describing 
itself as the “Premier MMA [mixed martial arts] club 
of the Alt-Right”), it has recruited from California’s 

72. �e most recent identi�ed iteration of this event was hosted in Southern California in October 2018. Birthrite, Facebook, May 9, 2018. 
(https://www.facebook.com/149128215727362/photos/a.168906250416225/168906237082893)
73. Discussed in: Vegas Tenold, Everything You Love Will Burn (New York City: Nation Books, 2018), pages 178–180.
74. “Hate Group Symbols/Logos: Vinlanders Social Club,” Anti-Defamation League, accessed March 26, 2021. (https://www.adl.org/
education/references/hate-symbols/vinlanders-social-club)
75. A.C. �ompson, “Once De�ant, All Four White Supremacists Charged in Charlottesville Violence Plead Guilty,” ProPublica,  
May 6, 2019. (https://www.propublica.org/article/all-four-white-supremacists-charged-in-charlottesville-violence-plead-guilty)
76. See, for example: Sentencing Memorandum, United States v. Daley, 3:18-CR-00025 (NKM) (W.D. Va., �led July 15, 2019). (https://
www.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.vawd.112993/gov.uscourts.vawd.112993.142.0.pdf ); “Backgrounder: Rise Above Movement 
(R.A.M.),” Anti-Defamation League, accessed November 3, 2020. (https://www.adl.org/resources/backgrounders/rise-above-movement-ram)
77. “Backgrounder: Rise Above Movement (R.A.M.),” Anti-Defamation League, accessed November 3, 2020. (https://www.adl.org/
resources/backgrounders/rise-above-movement-ram)
78. A�davit in Support of Complaint, United States v. Rundo, 18-MJ-02791 (C.D. Cal., �led October 20, 2018). (https://int.nyt.com/
data/documenthelper/421-robert-rundo-complaint/0f1e76cdeef814133f24/optimized/full.pdf ) 
79. Grady Wilhelm and Robert Rundo, “A Day of Honor,” Our Fight Clothing Co., February 25, 2020. (https://our�ghtclothingco.com/
blog/f/a-day-of-honor) 

racist skinhead scene, including members of the 
Hammerskins, and retains the movement’s focus 
on street �ghting.75 �e group has participated 
in numerous brawls during political protests in 
California and elsewhere in the United States.76 RAM 
emphasizes physical �tness and martial arts to prepare 
members to �ght opponents. �e group markets its 
clothing brand, �e Right Brand, to gain a broader 
following.77 RAM has international aspirations. In 
spring 2018, the group’s leadership traveled to Italy, 
Germany, and Ukraine to establish connections 
with a variety of European groups, including the 
Ukraine-based Azov Battalion (discussed further 
below).78 Members of RAM traveled to Budapest 
in February 2020 to participate in a Hungarian 
nationalist holiday alongside WSE individuals from 
Hungary, Germany, Russia, Bulgaria, France, and 
other European countries.79 More recently, RAM 
may have rebranded, changing its name to Revolt 
�rough Tradition.

Domestic Activities

Violent Activity

American WSE groups are divided over the use of 
violence. Some view terrorism and killing as essential 
tools for achieving their goals. Others are more 
commonly implicated in unplanned assaults and 
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murders.80 Still others view violence as a potential 
threat to the movement’s growth and carefully restrict 
their activities to threats and intimidation.

Most successful American WSE terrorist attacks have 
been perpetrated by lone attackers, though several 
disrupted plots have involved small cells.81 �e groups 
most closely associated with these plots include AWD, 
its o�shoots, and �e Base. Skinhead groups are behind 
murders and assaults, generally motivated by race, 
ethnicity, religion, or other identity. Casual violence 
remains an important element of their subculture.82

Some WSE groups seek out confrontation at rallies 
and demonstrations, with the intention of engaging 
in street brawls. Violence at such events can originate 
with not only WSE groups but also their opponents, 
whether anti-fascist protesters or other opposition 
groups.83 It can frequently (though not always) be 
di�cult to discern who instigated a �ght and who 
engaged in legitimate self-defense. Some WSE groups 
that eschew most forms of violence do prepare for, 
and intentionally encourage or incite, street brawls. 
Street violence of this nature may be welcomed but not 
intentionally plotted beyond establishing conditions 
under which it is likely to occur. Multiple WSE 
groups notably arrived at the 2017 Unite the Right 
Rally anticipating and prepared for violence, armed 

80. Kathleen Belew has criticized the tendency to see acts of violence by WSEs as disconnected or random, writing that the movement’s 
“deliberate obfuscation” of its activities “has clouded many journalistic and scholarly accounts. Press coverage too often portrayed organized 
white power violence as the work of lone gunmen driven by grievance and mental illness.” Kathleen Belew, Bring the War Home: �e White 
Power Movement and Paramilitary America (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2018), page 12. With this in mind, some of these 
attacks may have been less random and more strategic than they appeared.
81. Examples include a plot by Florida-based members of AWD to bomb infrastructure, and a plot by members of �e Base to launch 
an attack at a gun rights rally in Richmond, Virginia. See the discussion in: Dan Sullivan, “National Guard ‘neo-Nazi’ aimed to hit 
Miami nuclear plant, roommate says,” Tampa Bay Times, June 13, 2017. (https://www.tampabay.com/news/courts/criminal/judge-sets-
release-conditions-for-neo-nazi-in-tampa-palms-explosives-case/2327088); Motion for Detention Pending Trial, United States v. Lemley, 
8:20-CR-00033-TDC (D. Md., �led January 1, 2020). (https://www.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.mdd.474939/gov.uscourts.
mdd.474939.33.0.pdf )
82. See, for example: Tina Moore and Daniel Prendergast, “‘Neo-Nazis’ beat up brothers over ‘anti-fascist’ sticker: cops,” New York Post, 
February 12, 2017. (https://nypost.com/2017/02/12/neo-nazis-beat-up-brothers-over-anti-fascist-sticker-cops)
83. See: Daveed Gartenstein-Ross, Samuel Hodgson, and Austin Blair, “Behind the Black Bloc: An Overview of Militant Anarchism and Anti-
Fascism,” Foundation for Defense of Democracies, June 14, 2021. (https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2021/06/14/behind-the-black-bloc/)
84. Sentencing Memorandum, United States v. Daley, 3:18-CR-00025 (NKM) (W.D. Va., July 15, 2019). (https://www.courtlistener.com/
recap/gov.uscourts.vawd.112993/gov.uscourts.vawd.112993.142.0.pdf )
85. A�davit in Support of Complaint, United States v. Tobin, 1:19-mj-05644-KMW (D. N.J., �led November 12, 2019). (https://www.
courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.njd.420889/gov.uscourts.njd.420889.1.0_3.pdf )

with makeshift weapons and shields. �ese groups 
included the League of the South, one of whose leaders 
aggressively charged into a group of counter-protesters, 
and RAM, whose members were later convicted of 
conspiracy to riot for assaulting opposing protesters in 
Charlottesville and also during protests in Huntington 
Beach and Berkeley, California, in 2017. In those cases, 
RAM members trained for and anticipated violence 
before the protests and afterward openly celebrated 
their assaults on opposition activists.84 

In addition to physical violence, WSE groups 
frequently use intimidation tactics, including property 
destruction and physical intimidation. Patriot Front has 
engaged in such “gray-area” behavior, as have the Loyal 
White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. Accelerationists, 
typically associated with more extreme violence, have 
also engaged in this activity. Richard Tobin, an alleged 
member of �e Base, was charged with coordinating the 
vandalism of synagogues in Michigan and Wisconsin via 
online platforms and encrypted communications with 
two members of �e Base in the Great Lakes region.85

Training for Violence

Members of WSE groups may also participate in 
paramilitary training camps or other activities that 
prepare adherents for violence. �e level of preparation 
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can vary from defensive tactics and the construction 
of makeshift shields, as executed by the Shield Wall 
Network, to shooting drills.86 Both AWD and �e Base 
have held training camps for their members – referred 
to by �e Base as “hate camps” – throughout the 
United States, including in Nevada, Georgia, Illinois, 
and Washington.87

Hate camps represent a critical step for this newer 
generation of extremists, serving as a steppingstone 
from online activity (for so-called “keyboard warriors”) 
to real-world action. ProPublica reported on an 
Atomwa�en hate camp held in southern Illinois in 2017:

At least 10 members from di�erent states attended, 
with some driving in from as far away as Texas, 
Kansas, Oklahoma and New Jersey. In the 
Paci�c Northwest, cell members had converged 
on an abandoned cement factory, known as 
“Devil’s Tower” near the small town of Concrete, 
Washington, where they had screamed “gas the 

86. NBC Left Field, “Path To Radicalization: A Mother Turns to Hate,” YouTube, April 17, 2018. (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=h4hZn_i-2nI)
87. See, for example: Floyd County Police Department, A�davit in Support of Arrest Warrant, “Exhibit 1,” January 19, 2020. (https://
�oydcountypolicedept.�les.wordpress.com/2020/01/media-release-a�davit.pdf ); A.C. �ompson, Ali Winston, and Jake Hanrahan, 
“Inside Atomwa�en As It Celebrates a Member for Allegedly Killing a Gay Jewish College Student,” ProPublica, February 23, 2018. 
(https://www.propublica.org/article/atomwa�en-division-inside-white-hate-group)
88. A.C. �ompson, Ali Winston, and Jake Hanrahan, “Inside Atomwa�en As It Celebrates a Member for Allegedly Killing a Gay Jewish 
College Student,” ProPublica, February 23, 2018. (https://www.propublica.org/article/atomwa�en-division-inside-white-hate-group)
89. Examples of groups with operations or chapters in other countries include the Nordic Resistance Movement, which has “Nests” in 
Sweden, Denmark, Norway, and Iceland (after being banned in Finland), and Atomwa�en Division, which has a�liated groups such as 
Sonnenkrieg Division in the United Kingdom and Feuerkrieg Division in the Baltics. 

kikes, race war now!” while �ring o� round after 
round from any array of weapons, including an 
AR-15 assault ri�e with a high capacity drum 
magazine. �e training sessions were documented 
in Atomwa�en propaganda videos.88

�ese camps allow groups to engage in tactical training, 
hold sensitive o�ine discussions, build group trust, 
and further indoctrinate members. �e camps also 
provide raw footage for future video or photographic 
propaganda, which frequently highlights �rearms 
training and other group activities.

Transnational Connections

WSE groups are connected to a global WSE movement 
through shared ideologies but cement those ties through 
joint transnational activities, including participation in 
protests, historical commemorations, entertainment 
events, conferences, and – occasionally – combat. 
Some groups even establish chapters or operate in 
multiple countries.89 �ese transnational activities are 
meant to further connect organizations and adherents 
or to raise public awareness of WSE ideologies and 
recruit new members. �e result is the creation of a 
larger, more cohesive global movement. �is section 
introduces some of the activities and events that foster 
these connections.

Protests, Demonstrations, and Festivals

Public-facing protests and demonstrations, which 
connect members and bring attention to the 
WSE movement, are a signi�cant part of the 

Members of Atomwa�en Division gather for a three-day 
hate camp in Nevada in January 2018, dubbed “Death 
Valley Hate Camp.”
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movement’s transnational activities. In addition 
to raising awareness of WSE ideology, protests and 
demonstrations serve as networking events. Protests 
and demonstrations are common in Central and 
Eastern European countries with particularly active 
domestic WSE scenes, such as Germany, Bulgaria, 
Hungary, and Ukraine.

Key dates related to white supremacist extremism 
– particularly those relevant to Nazism and similar 
political movements – often serve as the basis for 
demonstrations, protests, and festivals that draw 
international attendance. Examples include:

• Shield and Sword Festival. Perhaps the most notable 
historical event celebrated by WSE groups is April 
20, Adolf Hitler’s birthday. In 2018, the occasion 
inspired a large festival called Schild und Schwert 
(“Shield and Sword”) in Ostritz, Germany. �is 
event was held again in June 2019.90 �e festivities 
drew attendees from across Germany as well as from 
the Czech Republic and Poland.91

• Lukov March. �e ultranationalist political party 
Bulgarian National Union hosts a march each 
February in So�a, Bulgaria, to commemorate 
the assassination of Hristo Lukov, a Bulgarian 
nationalist who worked with the Nazi regime during 
World War II.92 �e 2018 Lukov March attracted  
 

90. “Neo-Nazis to gather for ‘SS festival’ on Hitler’s birthday,” �e Local (Germany), April 20, 2018. (https://www.thelocal.de/20180420/
neo-nazis-mass-for-festival-on-hitlers-birthday); So�a Lotto Persio, “Neo-Nazis March in Georgia to Mark Hitler’s birthday,” Newsweek, 
April 20, 2018. (https://www.newsweek.com/neo-nazis-will-march-georgia-mark-hitlers-birthday-893907)
91. “German town braces for neo-Nazi concert on Hitler’s birthday,” Associated Press, April 20, 2018. (https://apnews.com/75decce1c27 
c40cea79da713eae56e�/German-town-braces-for-neo-Nazi-concert-on-Hitler%27s-birthday)
92. Mariya Petkova, “Lukov March: Far-right supporters rally in Bulgaria,” Al Jazeera (Qatar), February 17, 2018. (https://www.aljazeera.
com/news/2018/02/lukov-march-supporters-rally-bulgaria-180217202842541.html)
93. “2,000 torch-wielding nationalists march through So�a to honor pro-Nazi general,” �e Times of Israel (Israel), February 17, 2019. 
(https://www.timeso�srael.com/nationalists-with-torches-march-through-so�a-to-honor-pro-nazi-general)
94. Ibid.
95. “Cancellation of 2020 Lukov March welcomed,” �e So�a Globe (Bulgaria), February 23, 2020. (https://so�aglobe.com/2020/02/23/
cancellation-of-2020-lukov-march-welcomed)
96. See: “Russian Far-Right Group Advertises Hungarian Neo-Nazi March,” SITE Intelligence Group, January 29, 2020. (https://ent.
siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-�reat/russian-far-right-group-advertises-hungarian-neo-nazi-march.html) 
97. “Budapest Fortress: Dortmund Delegation Takes Part in Commemoration in Hungary,” Dortmundecho.org, February 10, 2019. 
(Archived version available at: https://web.archive.org/web/20200423013809/https://www.dortmundecho.org/2019/02/festung-budapest-
dortmunder-delegation-nimmt-an-gedenken-in-ungarn-teil); Jüdisches Forum, “Neo-Nazis Commemorating Wa�en-SS in Budapest,” 
YouTube, February 10, 2019. (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MyOUQquZVg0)

over a thousand participants, including several 
members of the NRM. �e 2019 march attracted 
an estimated 2,000 people, including members of 
the NRM and other foreign WSE organizations.93 
�e leader of NRM’s Swedish branch, Per Sjogren, 
said of the 2019 march: “We want to get in contact 
with other nationalists in Europe, as we strongly 
believe that free, independent countries are very 
important. We want to regain the power from the 
globalists—the people who are running the EU, 
the people who are devastating Europe.”94 �e 
2020 Lukov March was canceled after Bulgaria’s 
Supreme Administrative Court upheld a ban 
issued by the mayor of So�a, who cited concerns 
about antisemitism and hate speech.95 

• Festung Budapest/Day of Honor. Various foreign 
WSE groups attend Festung Budapest, also known 
as the Day of Honor, commemorating the 1945 
Siege of Budapest fought between Axis and Soviet 
forces in World War II.96 In 2019, event organizers 
– the Hungary-based WSE group Légió Hungária 
– claimed that roughly 600 people attended, 
including WSE organizations from abroad. NRM 
leaders Simon Lindberg and Matthia Deyda were 
featured speakers. Photos show �ags and symbols of 
other transnational and foreign WSE organizations, 
including the Hungarian Hammerskins and the 
Hungarian Blood & Honour/C18.97

https://www.thelocal.de/20180420/neo-nazis-mass-for-festival-on-hitlers-birthday
https://www.thelocal.de/20180420/neo-nazis-mass-for-festival-on-hitlers-birthday
https://www.newsweek.com/neo-nazis-will-march-georgia-mark-hitlers-birthday-893907
https://apnews.com/75decce1c27c40cea79da713eae56eff/German-town-braces-for-neo-Nazi-concert-on-Hitler%27s-birthday
https://apnews.com/75decce1c27c40cea79da713eae56eff/German-town-braces-for-neo-Nazi-concert-on-Hitler%27s-birthday
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/02/lukov-march-supporters-rally-bulgaria-180217202842541.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/02/lukov-march-supporters-rally-bulgaria-180217202842541.html
https://www.timesofisrael.com/nationalists-with-torches-march-through-sofia-to-honor-pro-nazi-general/
https://sofiaglobe.com/2020/02/23/cancellation-of-2020-lukov-march-welcomed/
https://sofiaglobe.com/2020/02/23/cancellation-of-2020-lukov-march-welcomed/
https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-Threat/russian-far-right-group-advertises-hungarian-neo-nazi-march.html
https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Far-Right-/-Far-Left-Threat/russian-far-right-group-advertises-hungarian-neo-nazi-march.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20200423013809/https://www.dortmundecho.org/2019/02/festung-budapest-dortmunder-delegation-nimmt-an-gedenken-in-ungarn-teil/
https://web.archive.org/web/20200423013809/https://www.dortmundecho.org/2019/02/festung-budapest-dortmunder-delegation-nimmt-an-gedenken-in-ungarn-teil/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MyOUQquZVg0
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Entertainment Events

International entertainment events unite WSE groups 
across borders and o�er networking, fundraising, and 
recruiting opportunities for participants. Entertainment 
events are among the largest events in the WSE sphere, 
particularly in Europe. Currently, there are two major 
themes: music and MMA.

Neo-Nazi and National Socialist black metal (NSBM) 
concerts provide a platform for songs and lyrics that 
promote violence toward minorities, romanticize Nazi 
Germany, and champion WSE beliefs.98 Many of 
these concerts occur in Central and Eastern Europe, 
particularly in Germany and Ukraine.99 

In Ukraine, tickets for WSE concerts are available to the 
public. �e venues are relatively large, holding up to 1,500 
people.100 One notable NSBM concert, the Asgardsrei 
festival, occurs every December in Kyiv. �e 2019 festival 
hosted NSBM bands from across Europe and beyond, 
including Goatmoon from Finland, M8L8TH from 
Russia, and Evil from Brazil. A total of 15 bands from 
eight di�erent countries performed.101 Asgardsrei was 
originally founded by Russian WSE Alexey Levkin, who 
moved to Ukraine to �ght with the Azov Battalion and 
brought the festival with him.102 Asgardsrei now plays 
a large role in the Azov movement’s publicity e�orts. 
Olena Semenyaka, the international secretary for Azov’s 

98. See discussion in, for example: Bernhard Forchtner, “Fancy a show? Neo-Nazi concerts in Germany,” Centre for Analysis of the Radical 
Right, September 24, 2018. (https://www.radicalrightanalysis.com/2018/09/24/fancy-a-show-neo-nazi-concerts-in-germany)
99. See: Michael Colborne, “Kyiv, Ukraine: a new hub for international neo-Nazi concerts,” Centre for Analysis of the Radical Right,  
October 3, 2019. (https://www.radicalrightanalysis.com/2019/10/03/kyiv-ukraine-a-new-hub-for-international-neo-nazi-concerts)
100. We discerned this by, for example, experimenting with Asgardsrei’s (now-defunct) website (https://asgardsrei.zone/checkout) and with 
Bingo Entertainment’s website (http://bingo.ua).
101. “Homepage,” Asgardsrei Militant BM Fest/2019, accessed March 26, 2020. (https://asgardsrei.zone)
102. Michael Colborne, “Most Neo-Nazi Music Festivals Are Closely Guarded Secrets—Not �is One in Ukraine,” Haaretz (Israel), 
December 12, 2019. (https://www.haaretz.com/world-news/europe/.premium-most-neo-nazi-music-festivals-are-closely-guarded-secrets-
not-this-one-1.8260218)
103. Michael Colborne, “Kyiv, Ukraine: a new hub for international neo-Nazi concerts,” Centre for Analysis of the Radical Right,  
October 3, 2019. (https://www.radicalrightanalysis.com/2019/10/03/kyiv-ukraine-a-new-hub-for-international-neo-nazi-concerts)
104. See: “Guide to Kulchur: From Ukraine with Love,” Counter-Currents, January 6, 2019. (Archived version available at: https://web.
archive.org/web/20200429095821/https://counter-currents.com/2019/01/from-ukraine-with-love)
105. See, for example: Michael Colborne, “Most Neo-Nazi Music Festivals Are Closely Guarded Secrets—Not �is One in Ukraine,” Haaretz 
(Israel), December 12, 2019. (https://www.haaretz.com/world-news/europe/.premium-most-neo-nazi-music-festivals-are-closely-guarded-
secrets-not-this-one-1.8260218)

political wing, said that Asgardsrei “helps us to develop 
and build our international fanbase, our support base. 
Members of [international] political organizations attend 
this conference and attend this festival.”103

International members of the WSE movement, such as 
Faroese Frodi Midjord, a key contributor to alt-right 
publication Counter Currents and founder of the Scandza 
Forum, likely attended the 2018 Asgardsrei concert.104 
Similarly, evidence suggests that American members of 
AWD attended the event.105 In addition to Asgardsrei, 
Kyiv also hosts Fortress Europe at the same venue as 
Asgardsrei: the Bingo club. Initially scheduled for May 
22–23, 2020, the event was postponed to June 11–12, 
2021. Like Asgardsrei, tickets to Fortress Europe are 
available for public purchase, with no vetting required. 

�e AWD �ag (bottom right) seen at the Asgardsrei concert 
in Ukraine as Russian NSBM band M8L8TH plays.

https://www.radicalrightanalysis.com/2018/09/24/fancy-a-show-neo-nazi-concerts-in-germany/
https://www.radicalrightanalysis.com/2019/10/03/kyiv-ukraine-a-new-hub-for-international-neo-nazi-concerts/
https://asgardsrei.zone/checkout/
http://bingo.ua/
https://asgardsrei.zone
https://www.haaretz.com/world-news/europe/.premium-most-neo-nazi-music-festivals-are-closely-guarded-secrets-not-this-one-1.8260218
https://www.haaretz.com/world-news/europe/.premium-most-neo-nazi-music-festivals-are-closely-guarded-secrets-not-this-one-1.8260218
https://www.radicalrightanalysis.com/2019/10/03/kyiv-ukraine-a-new-hub-for-international-neo-nazi-concerts/
https://web.archive.org/web/20200429095821/https://counter-currents.com/2019/01/from-ukraine-with-love
https://web.archive.org/web/20200429095821/https://counter-currents.com/2019/01/from-ukraine-with-love
https://www.haaretz.com/world-news/europe/.premium-most-neo-nazi-music-festivals-are-closely-guarded-secrets-not-this-one-1.8260218
https://www.haaretz.com/world-news/europe/.premium-most-neo-nazi-music-festivals-are-closely-guarded-secrets-not-this-one-1.8260218
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�e lineup scheduled for 2021 includes M8L8TH, the 
Russian NSBM band that played at Asgardsrei.106 

In Germany, WSE concerts and other music events 
have increased in frequency and attendance. �e 
German government reported 199 neo-Nazi and 
WSE-related music events in 2015, 223 events in 
2016, and 259 events in 2017.107 Some of Germany’s 
largest WSE concerts take place in the southeastern 
state of �uringia.

MMA events play a smaller but growing role in the 
movement. An MMA “�ght night” was held prior to 
the Asgardsrei concert in Kyiv, and the 2018 Shield 
and Sword festival featured MMA �ghts held by a 
German organization. �e festival organizer said that 
its goal was to provide an event that “united everything: 
politics, art, music, and sports.”108

106. “Ticket Fortress Europe 22-23.05.2020,” Svastone.com, archived April 22, 2020. (Archived version available at: https://web.archive.
org/web/20200422191240/https://svastone.com/fortresseurope-2020); “Contact,” InterNational Festival Fortress Europe, accessed  
April 5, 2021. (https://fortresseurope.in.ua/en/contacts) 
107. Federal Republic of Germany Bundesministerium des Innern, “Verfassungsschutzbericht 2016 [Constitutional Protection 
Report 2016],” July 2017, page 66. (https://www.verfassungsschutz.de/embed/vsbericht-2016.pdf ); Federal Republic of Germany 
Bundesministerium des Innern, “Verfassungsschutzbericht 2017 [Constitutional Protection Report 2017],” July 2018, page 64.  
(https://www.verfassungsschutz.de/embed/vsbericht-2017.pdf )
108. Tim Hume, “German neo-Nazis are trying to go mainstream with MMA and music festivals,” Vice, April 24, 2018. (https://www.vice.
com/en_us/article/wj79nq/german-neo-nazis-are-trying-to-go-mainstream-with-mma-and-music-festivals)
109. Charlie Prentice, “Guilty: London Forum’s Jez Turner Convicted of Inciting Racial Hatred,” Hope Not Hate, May 14, 2018. (https://
www.hopenothate.org.uk/2018/05/14/guilty-london-forums-jez-turner-convicted-inciting-racial-hatred)
110. James Poulter, “�e Neo-Nazi Home of the UK Alt-Right,” Vice, March 12, 2018. (https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/9kzyav/
the-neo-nazi-home-of-the-uk-alt-right)
111. NOS was founded by Mário Machado, a Portuguese skinhead who founded the Portugal Hammerskins. Machado was later convicted 
in connection with a skinhead group’s beating of a young black man that resulted in his death, in addition to other o�enses related to 
violence and threats of violence. Luís Manuel Cabral, “O Líder Do Movimento ‘Skinhead’ Português [�e leader of the Portuguese 
skinhead movement],” Diário de Notícias (Portugal), August 28, 2008. (https://www.dn.pt/dossiers/sociedade/extrema-direita/per�l/o-lider-
do-movimento-skinhead-portugues-1006000.html); Luciano Alvarez, “Mário Machado Suspende Actividade do Nova Ordem Social [Mário 
Machado Suspends New Social Order Activity],” Público (Portugal), November 4, 2019. (https://www.publico.pt/2019/11/04/politica/
noticia/mario-machado-suspende-actividade-1892457)

Conferences

WSE groups and individuals often participate in 
international conferences catering to the broader white 
identity politics movement, including nonviolent 
groups. Conferences serve as networking events and 
allow for the exchange of ideas and tactics. Notable 
international fora that have attracted transnational 
WSEs include the London Forum and the annual 
Scandza Forum. �ough these conferences attract 
a broad cross-section of participants, some speakers 
and participants have belonged to violent groups or 
themselves have advocated for violence. 

�e London Forum was established in 2011 by Jeremy 
Bedford-Turner, a former member of the British 
political party National Front.109 Many speakers are 
controversial yet nonviolent. However, at the London 
Forum, Swedish nationalist Kai Murros advocated for 
violent revolution in the United Kingdom, speci�cally 
through attacks on academics and universities.110

Transnational conferences and fora are important for 
emerging groups in the global WSE movement. In 
August 2019, Nova Ordem Social (NOS), a far-right 
organization in Portugal, held a small conference 
attended by around 65 people.111 Despite the small 

“ In Germany, WSE concerts and other music 
events have increased in frequency and 
attendance. �e German government reported 
199 neo-Nazi and WSE-related music events 
in 2015, 223 events in 2016, and 259 events  
in 2017.”

https://web.archive.org/web/20200422191240/https://svastone.com/fortresseurope-2020
https://web.archive.org/web/20200422191240/https://svastone.com/fortresseurope-2020
https://fortresseurope.in.ua/en/contacts
https://www.verfassungsschutz.de/embed/vsbericht-2016.pdf
https://www.verfassungsschutz.de/embed/vsbericht-2017.pdf
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/wj79nq/german-neo-nazis-are-trying-to-go-mainstream-with-mma-and-music-festivals
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/wj79nq/german-neo-nazis-are-trying-to-go-mainstream-with-mma-and-music-festivals
https://www.hopenothate.org.uk/2018/05/14/guilty-london-forums-jez-turner-convicted-inciting-racial-hatred/
https://www.hopenothate.org.uk/2018/05/14/guilty-london-forums-jez-turner-convicted-inciting-racial-hatred/
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/9kzyav/the-neo-nazi-home-of-the-uk-alt-right
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/9kzyav/the-neo-nazi-home-of-the-uk-alt-right
https://www.dn.pt/dossiers/sociedade/extrema-direita/perfil/o-lider-do-movimento-skinhead-portugues-1006000.html
https://www.dn.pt/dossiers/sociedade/extrema-direita/perfil/o-lider-do-movimento-skinhead-portugues-1006000.html
https://www.publico.pt/2019/11/04/politica/noticia/mario-machado-suspende-actividade-1892457
https://www.publico.pt/2019/11/04/politica/noticia/mario-machado-suspende-actividade-1892457
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number of attendees, representatives of at least six 
other European WSE groups attended, including Italy-
based Autonomia Nazionalista, the French Nationalist 
Party, the Bulgarian National Resistance, Germany-
based Die Rechte, and Poland-based Obóz Narodowo-
Radykalny (ONR).112 

Foreign Fighters and the Ukrainian and 
Russian Nexus

Ukraine and Russia are important drivers of some 
transnational WSE activity. �e civil war in Ukraine’s 
Donbas region attracts �ghters from Europe and North 
America, who join the ranks of Ukrainian military 
and paramilitary groups. Excluding Russians, more 

112. Autonomia Nazionalista speaker Francesca Rizzi was investigated by Italian prosecutors in 2019 alongside 18 other neo-Nazis for their 
political activities. �e French Nationalist Party’s spokesman, Yvan Benedetti, attended this conference and has a history with banned and 
violent groups. Bulgarian National Resistance’s leader, Blasgovest Asenov, who attended the Portugal conference, called for a counter-protest 
against So�a’s Pride Parade and told supporters to bring “brooms and shovels with wooden handles … to cleanse So�a from garbage.” Die 
Rechte previously incited violence in Germany, and authorities have prevented members from speaking at public events. ONR is connected 
to a violent incident at the 2013 Polish National Independence Day, sponsored by ONR, that involved marchers burning a famous rainbow 
arch in Warsaw and throwing stones and �ares at �remen trying to extinguish the burning rainbow. See: Noël Franc-Garde, “Délégations 
en Europe,” Jeune Nation, July 28, 2019. (Archived version available at: https://web.archive.org/web/20200810155335/https://
jeune-nation.com/nationalisme/nos-manifestations/delegations-en-europe); “Eversione di destra: perquisizioni in tutta Italia, indagati 
diciannove estremisti �lonazisti,” La Repubblica (Italy), November 28, 2019. (https://palermo.repubblica.it/cronaca/2019/11/28/news/
enna_operazione_della_digos_indagati_diciannove_estremisti_di_destra-242112939); “Manuel Valls annonce la dissolution de l’Oeuvre 
française et des Jeunesses nationalists,” France 24 (France), July 24, 2013. (https://www.france24.com/fr/20130724-manuel-valls-annonce-
dissolution-oeuvre-francaise-jeunesses-nationalistes); “Organizational Chart,” Parti Nationaliste Français, archived  
February 18, 2020. (Archived version available at: https://web.archive.org/web/20200218052326/http://parti-nationaliste-francais.
com/presentation/organigramme.html); Mariya Cheresheva, “Nationalist �reats Shadow So�a Pride’s 10th Anniversary,” Balkan Insight 
(Bosnia and Herzegovina), June 9, 2017. (https://balkaninsight.com/2017/06/09/so�a-pride-marks-10th-anniversary-amid-security-
fears-06-08-2017); “Massive Police Deployment in Germany’s Karlsruhe to Prevent Far-Right Violence,” Deutsche Welle (Germany),  
June 3, 2017. (https://www.dw.com/en/massive-police-deployment-in-germanys-karlsruhe-to-prevent-far-right-violence/a-39104001); 
“What is ONR?” ONR, archived October 15, 2019. (Archived version available at: https://web.archive.org/web/20191022151025/https://
www.onr.com.pl/czym-jest-onr)
113. “White Supremacy Extremism: �e Transnational Rise of the Violent White Supremacist Movement,” �e Soufan Center,  
September 2019. (https://thesoufancenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Report-by-�e-Soufan-Center-White-Supremacy-Extremism-
�e-Transnational-Rise-of-�e-Violent-White-Supremacist-Movement.pdf )
114. �e National Corps and National Militia are led by the Azov Battalion’s founder and �rst commander, Andriy Biletsky. In addition, 
the National Corps was formed from the Azov Battalion’s earlier home-front organization, the Azov Civil Corps, and many National 
Corps members are veterans of the Battalion. Yet the National Corps claims it is not linked to the Azov Regiment. For background, see: 
“�e Azov Movement Created a Political Party ‘National Corps,’” Nackor.org, October 14, 2016. (Archived version available at: https://
web.archive.org/web/20200808000503/https://nackor.org/en/azovs-kiy-ruh-popovnivsya-politichnoyu-parti-yu-nacional-niy-korpus); 
Christopher Miller, “In Ukraine, Ultranationalist Militia Strikes Fear in Some Quarters,” Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, January 30, 
2018. (https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-azov-right-wing-militia-to-patrol-kyiv/29008036.html). For the National Corps saying that it is 
“not linked” to the Azov Regiment, see: “Bellingcat VS Нацкорпус: обвинение СМИ и ответ националистов” [Bellingcat VS National 
Corps: Media Accusation and Nationalist Response],” LIGA.net (Ukraine), February 18, 2019. (https://news.liga.net/politics/news/
bellingcat-vs-natskorpus-obvinenie-smi-i-otvet-natsionalistov)

than 2,200 foreign �ghters have participated in the 
Ukrainian con�ict between 2014 and 2019, including 
35 from the United States.113 

�e Azov Battalion is a Ukrainian nationalist 
organization formed in 2014 to combat the Russian-
backed separatist movement in eastern Ukraine. As a 
military unit, the Azov Battalion has integrated into 
the Ukrainian National Guard as the Azov Regiment. 
�e Azov Regiment has clear connections – through 
both origin and leadership – with the National 
Corps political party and the paramilitary group 
National Militia, which remain independent of the 
Ukrainian state.114 �e three groups are considered 
by experts to be elements of a single movement, 

https://web.archive.org/web/20200810155335/https://jeune-nation.com/nationalisme/nos-manifestations/delegations-en-europe
https://web.archive.org/web/20200810155335/https://jeune-nation.com/nationalisme/nos-manifestations/delegations-en-europe
https://palermo.repubblica.it/cronaca/2019/11/28/news/enna_operazione_della_digos_indagati_diciannove_estremisti_di_destra-242112939/
https://palermo.repubblica.it/cronaca/2019/11/28/news/enna_operazione_della_digos_indagati_diciannove_estremisti_di_destra-242112939/
https://www.france24.com/fr/20130724-manuel-valls-annonce-dissolution-oeuvre-francaise-jeunesses-nationalistes
https://www.france24.com/fr/20130724-manuel-valls-annonce-dissolution-oeuvre-francaise-jeunesses-nationalistes
https://web.archive.org/web/20200218052326/http://parti-nationaliste-francais.com/presentation/organigramme.html
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https://balkaninsight.com/2017/06/09/sofia-pride-marks-10th-anniversary-amid-security-fears-06-08-2017/
https://balkaninsight.com/2017/06/09/sofia-pride-marks-10th-anniversary-amid-security-fears-06-08-2017/
https://www.dw.com/en/massive-police-deployment-in-germanys-karlsruhe-to-prevent-far-right-violence/a-39104001
https://web.archive.org/web/20191022151025/https://www.onr.com.pl/czym-jest-onr
https://web.archive.org/web/20191022151025/https://www.onr.com.pl/czym-jest-onr
https://thesoufancenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Report-by-The-Soufan-Center-White-Supremacy-Extremism-The-Transnational-Rise-of-The-Violent-White-Supremacist-Movement.pdf
https://thesoufancenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Report-by-The-Soufan-Center-White-Supremacy-Extremism-The-Transnational-Rise-of-The-Violent-White-Supremacist-Movement.pdf
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https://web.archive.org/web/20200808000503/https://nackor.org/en/azovs-kiy-ruh-popovnivsya-politichnoyu-parti-yu-nacional-niy-korpus
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though there are disagreements about the degree of 
interconnectedness among them.115

National Corps and the Azov Battalion have engaged with 
ultranationalist groups in the United States and Europe, 
and they communicate with multiple extremist groups in 
the United States, including RAM.116 Statements by the 
leadership of National Corps suggest the group seeks to 
export its ideology, espousing a modern “Reconquista” 
that begins with Ukraine and Eastern Europe. As a 
spokesman described it, the goal of this Reconquista is to 
“defend not only the Ukrainian nation, national identity, 
but also the Slavic element, the European element, and 
in the end—the white race.”117 �e Azov Battalion and 
National Corps have sought to recruit �ghters from 
Europe and the United States.

Right Sector forms another element of the Ukrainian 
nexus. �e organization’s leadership seems to share the 
vision of a European Reconquista espoused by National 
Corps leaders.118 Unlike the Azov Regiment, Right 
Sector’s military arm has not been fully absorbed into 

115. For a discussion of di�ering viewpoints on the links between the current Azov Regiment and the National Corps, see: Oleksiy Kuzmenko, 
“�e Azov Regiment Has Not Depoliticized,” Atlantic Council, March 19, 2020. (https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/the-azov-
regiment-has-not-depoliticized); Anton Shekhovtsov, “Why Azov Should Not be Designated a Foreign Terrorist Organization,” Atlantic Council, 
February 24, 2020. (https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/why-azov-should-not-be-designated-a-foreign-terrorist-organization) 
116. See: Christopher Miller, “Azov, Ukraine’s Most Prominent Ultranationalist Group, Sets Its Sights On U.S., Europe,” Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, November 14, 2018. (https://www.rferl.org/a/azov-ukraine-s-most-prominent-ultranationalist-group-sets-its-sights-on-u-s-
europe/29600564.html); A�davit in Support of Complaint, United States v. Rundo, 18-MJ-02791 (C.D. Cal., �led October 20, 2018). 
(https://int.nyt.com/data/documenthelper/421-robert-rundo-complaint/0f1e76cdeef814133f24/optimized/full.pdf )
117. Quote translated from the original Russian by Bellingcat. See: Oleksiy Kuzmenko, “‘Defend the White Race’: American Extremists 
Being Co-Opted by Ukraine’s Far-Right,” Bellingcat, February 15, 2019. (https://www.bellingcat.com/news/uk-and-europe/2019/02/15/
defend-the-white-race-american-extremists-being-co-opted-by-ukraines-far-right); Olena Semenyaka, “Azov W Family - Olena Semenyaka 
about Azov.Reconquista,” Azov FM (Ukraine), accessed November 3, 2020. (https://www.mixcloud.com/a_radio/azov-fm-azov-w-
family-olena-semenyaka-about-azovreconquista); Olena Semenyaka, “Reconquista Live - Олена Семеняка, руководитель проекта Azov.
Reconquista [Reconquista Live - Olena Semenyaka, project manager Azov.Reconquista],” Azov FM (Ukraine), accessed November 3, 2020. 
(https://www.mixcloud.com/a_radio/azov-fm-reconquista-live-олена-семеняка-руководитель-проекта-azovreconquista)
118. Jordan Green, “�e lost boys of Ukraine: How the war abroad beckoned American white supremacists,” Triad City Beat,  
January 19, 2020. (https://triad-city-beat.com/the-lost-boys-of-ukraine)
119. Alexander Clapp, “Why American Right-Wingers Are Going to War in Ukraine,” Vice, June 19, 2016. (https://www.vice.com/en_us/
article/exk4dj/nationalist-interest-v23n4); see also: Jordan Green, “�e Lost Boys of Ukraine: How the war abroad beckoned American 
white supremacists,” Triad City Beat, January 19, 2020. (https://triad-city-beat.com/the-lost-boys-of-ukraine)
120. Ben Makuch and Mack Lamoureux, “Neo-Nazi Terror Group the Base Discussed Training Pipeline to Ukraine War,” Vice,  
October 15, 2020. (https://www.vice.com/en/article/jgqex8/neo-nazi-terror-group-the-base-discussed-training-pipeline-to-ukraine-war)
121. Christopher Miller, “Ukraine Deported Two American Members of a Neo-Nazi Group Who Tried to Join a Far-Right 
Military Unit For ‘Combat Experience,’” BuzzFeed, October 8, 2020. (https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/christopherm51/
ukraine-deports-american-neo-nazi-atomwa�en-division)

the Ukrainian military. �e group’s factions maintain 
a somewhat combative stance toward the central 
government and have been targeted in government 
crackdowns. Right Sector continues to attract foreign 
�ghters from Western Europe and America, some with 
WSE ideologies or involvement in the movement.119 

Despite reduced violence following the 2015 Minsk 
II Accords, Ukraine remains an attractive destination 
for WSE �ghters seeking combat experience, including 
Americans. In fall 2019, the leader of �e Base 
described the con�ict as an opportunity to train group 
members and gain combat skills from the front lines.120 
Two AWD members were deported from Ukraine in 
October 2020 after having traveled there with the 
intention of joining the Azov Regiment.121 

“ Despite reduced violence following the 2015 
Minsk II Accords, Ukraine remains an attractive 
destination for WSE �ghters seeking combat 
experience, including Americans.”

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/the-azov-regiment-has-not-depoliticized/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/the-azov-regiment-has-not-depoliticized/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/why-azov-should-not-be-designated-a-foreign-terrorist-organization/
https://www.rferl.org/a/azov-ukraine-s-most-prominent-ultranationalist-group-sets-its-sights-on-u-s-europe/29600564.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/azov-ukraine-s-most-prominent-ultranationalist-group-sets-its-sights-on-u-s-europe/29600564.html
https://int.nyt.com/data/documenthelper/421-robert-rundo-complaint/0f1e76cdeef814133f24/optimized/full.pdf
https://www.bellingcat.com/news/uk-and-europe/2019/02/15/defend-the-white-race-american-extremists-being-co-opted-by-ukraines-far-right/
https://www.bellingcat.com/news/uk-and-europe/2019/02/15/defend-the-white-race-american-extremists-being-co-opted-by-ukraines-far-right/
https://www.mixcloud.com/a_radio/azov-fm-azov-w-family-olena-semenyaka-about-azovreconquista/
https://www.mixcloud.com/a_radio/azov-fm-azov-w-family-olena-semenyaka-about-azovreconquista/
https://www.mixcloud.com/a_radio/azov-fm-reconquista-live-олена-семеняка-руководитель-проекта-azovreconquista/
https://triad-city-beat.com/the-lost-boys-of-ukraine/
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/exk4dj/nationalist-interest-v23n4
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/exk4dj/nationalist-interest-v23n4
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Russian extremist groups, most notably the Russian 
Imperial Movement (RIM), work with the global 
WSE movement. RIM is an ultranationalist 
movement that embraces monarchism. It maintains a 
paramilitary arm, the Imperial Legion, that has fought 
in Ukraine.122 Despite its monarchist stance, RIM is 
tolerated by Moscow, likely because the recruitment 
of Russians to �ght in Ukraine serves the Kremlin’s 
interests. �e group works with other European 
WSE groups, including NRM. Two members of 
NRM who attempted to bomb a home for asylum 
seekers trained at RIM’s “Partisan” paramilitary 
training course. �e leader of RIM has also spoken at 
an NRM summit and donated money to the party.123 
RIM co-organized a 2015 conference in the Russian 
city of St. Petersburg that U.S. white power activists 
attended. RIM also met with Matthew Heimbach, 
leader of a now-disbanded U.S.-based WSE group 
called the Traditionalist Workers Party.124 In April 
2020, the U.S. State Department listed RIM as a 
Specially Designated Global Terrorist (SDGT), the 
�rst WSE group to be designated as such in U.S. 
history. State’s designation notes that RIM has 
trained European WSEs who then committed acts of 
terrorism in their own countries.125

122. Andrew Roth, “A right-wing militia trains Russians to �ght the next war — with or without Putin,” �e Washington Post,  
January 2, 2017. (https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/a-right-wing-militia-trains-russians-to-�ght-the-next-war--with-or-
without-putin/2017/01/02/f06b5ce8-b71e-11e6-939c-91749443c5e5_story.html)
123. Josephine Huetlin, “Russian Extremists Are Training Right-Wing Terrorists From Western Europe,” Daily Beast, August 2, 2017. 
(https://www.thedailybeast.com/russian-extremists-are-training-right-wing-terrorists-from-western-europe)
124. Caitlin Dickson, “�e Neo-Nazi Has No Clothes: In Search Of Matt Heimbach’s Bogus ‘White Ethnostate,’” �e Hu�ngton Post, 
February 2, 2018. (https://www.hu�post.com/entry/neo-nazi-matthew-heimbach-bogus-white-ethnostate_n_5a745c5fe4b01ce33eb1d720); 
Anton Shekhovtsov, “Russian Politicians Building an International Extreme Right Alliance,” �e Interpreter, September 15, 2015. (http://
www.interpretermag.com/russian-politicians-building-an-international-extreme-right-alliance) 
125. Secretary of State Michael R. Pompeo, U.S. Department of State, Press Statement, “United States Designates Russian Imperial 
Movement and Leaders as Global Terrorists,” April 7, 2020. (https://2017-2021.state.gov/united-states-designates-russian-imperial-
movement-and-leaders-as-global-terrorists/index.html)
126. Both designations will cause a designated group’s assets to be frozen. However, State notes that “the FTO designation imposes 
immigration restrictions on members of the organization simply by virtue of their membership, whereas E.O. 13224 [the SDGT 
designation] restricts travel for persons who meet the criteria contained within the order. In addition, the FTO designation triggers a 
criminal prohibition on knowingly providing material support or resources to the designated organization. Another di�erence is that only 
E.O. 13224 designations provide the Department of the Treasury the derivative authority to designate additional individuals or entities 
providing support to already designated individuals or entities.” See: U.S. Department of State, O�ce of the Spokesperson, Media Note, 
“Terrorism Designation FAQs,” February 27, 2018. (https://2017-2021.state.gov/terrorism-designations-faqs/index.html)

Conclusion and Policy 
Recommendations

In the United States and internationally, the WSE threat 
continues to grow, and attacks have occurred even during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. �e WSE movement thrives 
in the current political environment, which is increasingly 
prone to various extremist ideologies. �ere are concrete 
policies that can be leveraged to reduce this threat. In 
countering domestic threats of violence, however, the 
U.S. government must ensure that it protects relevant 
civil liberties and maintains political neutrality.

Consider Designating WSE Groups as 
Terrorist Organizations

Designating extremist groups as terrorist organizations 
is a step that the departments of State and the Treasury 
do not take lightly. �e 2020 designation of RIM as 
an SDGT was a signi�cant step in countering WSE 
groups. It is worth considering further designations 
of violent WSE groups and actors that meet the 
criteria to be listed as SDGTs or Foreign Terrorist 
Organizations (FTOs).126

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/a-right-wing-militia-trains-russians-to-fight-the-next-war--with-or-without-putin/2017/01/02/f06b5ce8-b71e-11e6-939c-91749443c5e5_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/a-right-wing-militia-trains-russians-to-fight-the-next-war--with-or-without-putin/2017/01/02/f06b5ce8-b71e-11e6-939c-91749443c5e5_story.html
https://www.thedailybeast.com/russian-extremists-are-training-right-wing-terrorists-from-western-europe
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/neo-nazi-matthew-heimbach-bogus-white-ethnostate_n_5a745c5fe4b01ce33eb1d720
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http://www.interpretermag.com/russian-politicians-building-an-international-extreme-right-alliance/
https://2017-2021.state.gov/united-states-designates-russian-imperial-movement-and-leaders-as-global-terrorists/index.html
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Consider a Domestic Designation Statute

A statute that allows for designation of domestic violent 
extremist organizations should be considered. Rather 
than advocating for or against it, this section describes 
the bene�ts and costs of such an approach.

�e creation and even-handed employment of such 
a statute may be the most direct way to address and 
interdict funding for domestic violent extremist 
organizations. Such designation would potentially 
criminalize the �nancing of these organizations and 
enable authorities to freeze assets the organizations 
may already hold. 

However, such a domestic statute would raise civil 
liberties concerns. One major concern would be 
ensuring that this statute is ideologically neutral in 
conception and application. Designations should 
correspond to the threats that groups pose, not the ideas 
they espouse. A domestic designation statute that targets 
groups espousing only certain ideologies may heighten 
the risk of violence. �e perception of designation bias 
may become a rallying cry, drawing more members 
to violent extremism. As such, this statute must be 
clear about the predicate acts that trigger designation. 
Vague or imprecise language would render the statute 
vulnerable to legal challenges to both its adoption 
and its enforcement. �e threshold for designation 
should be high: For a group to be designated, it must 
pose a legitimate threat to the lives of others. Finally, 
the statute must include a redress mechanism. �e 
consequences of designation are severe and demand an 
opportunity for appeal.

Map WSE Groups and �eir Finances

A dearth of knowledge about how WSE organizations 
are funded and structured hampers e�orts to counter 
their �nancing. Accordingly, it is important to deepen 
our understanding of the organizational structures and 

127. For more on how a startups-within-government model can be used to counter violent non-state actors’ messaging, see: Daveed 
Gartenstein-Ross and Nathaniel Barr, “�e Lean Terrorist Cell: How Startup Companies and Violent Non-State Actors are Changing the 
Old World Order,” Georgetown Journal of International A�airs, Volume 17, Issue 2, summer/fall 2016, pages 36–37. (https://www.jstor.org/
stable/26396169)

funding mechanisms common to domestic violent 
extremist organizations.

�e consensus among experts studying domestic 
violent extremism is that these groups are relatively 
�uid and devoid of organizational structure. �is 
may be so. However, these groups may have a hidden 
hierarchy or organizational structure. Moreover, in the 
digital age, �uid organizational structures can quickly 
harden into more concrete ones. �is increases the 
need to unearth concealed organizational structures. 
Such understanding can help authorities proactively 
disrupt sources of funding and mitigate the potential 
for harm. Further research in this area is needed.

Conduct Messaging Campaigns Aimed 
at Discrediting WSE Groups

�e United States has a history of devoting resources to 
messaging e�orts designed to discredit extremist groups. 
While Washington’s record of discrediting jihadist groups 
can most charitably be described as mixed, it would be 
foolish to cede the territory of messaging to WSE groups. 
Propaganda and messaging constitute an inherent part 
of any signi�cant con�ict. One approach to countering 
WSE messaging might include de-bureaucratized teams 
– or “startups within government” – with �exibility in 
the messaging sphere. In the present case, this could 
be accomplished by a nimble unit of communications 
professionals and intelligence o�cers monitoring WSE 
propaganda and generating real-time counter-messaging 
content that exposes falsehoods in WSEs’ messaging and 
provides facts that discredit the movement. Such a model 
would inhibit WSE ability to enter new communication 
spaces unchallenged.127 

�e bene�t of a “startups-within-government” approach 
is that government messaging e�orts tend to be overly risk-
averse. Most startups in the commercial sphere fail within 
their �rst three years of existence, and that is a good thing: 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/26396169
https://www.jstor.org/stable/26396169
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�ose that survive the Darwinian process confronting 
new businesses often go on to become highly pro�table 
and accomplished. A startups-within-government model 
would accept the near certainty of failed experiments, 
with the understanding that de-bureaucratized cells that 
do not fail in a competitive environment are more likely 
to achieve an outsized impact.

Work With Technology Companies and 
Social Media Platforms

Extremists use social media and technology platforms 
to disseminate materials and recruit. In the past, 
WSE attackers have posted manifestos online prior 
to carrying out attacks. �ere may be better ways to 
identify danger signs and alert authorities if danger 
appears likely or imminent. And platforms where 
WSEs may attempt to spread violent ideologies and 
recruit should be monitored. Indeed, one increasingly 
important space for WSE recruitment appears to 
be videogames. Partnerships between large and 
small technology companies may help create a more 
comprehensive e�ort, including by providing smaller 
companies access to resources.

Collaboration between the U.S. government and 
technology companies has often been hampered 
by technology companies’ mistrust of government 
intelligence-gathering, as well as concerns about user 
privacy. �e U.S. government should address WSE 
activity in a manner consistent with these concerns. 
Continuing dialogue about content takedowns – 
regardless of the ideology of the content – is crucial. 
�e success of the dialogue will depend on the ability 
of participants to approach extremism with the 
appropriate level of context and expertise and without 
bias. To this end, one critical recommendation is to 
include people with a diversity of perspectives in 
these discussions, including those skeptical of content 

128. Julia Ebner, �e Rage: �e Vicious Circle of Islamist and Far-Right Extremism (London: I.B. Tauris & Co. Ltd, 2017), page 215.
129. �is term was coined in: Daveed Gartenstein-Ross and Madeleine Blackman, “Fluidity of the Fringes: Prior Extremist Involvement as 
a Radicalization Pathway,” Studies in Con�ict & Terrorism, 2019. (https://doi.org/10.1080/1057610X.2018.1531545)
130. Jacob Davey and Julia Ebner, “�e Fringe Insurgency: Connectivity, Convergence and Mainstreaming of the Extreme Right,” Institute 
for Strategic Dialogue, 2017, page 29. (https://www.isdglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/�e-Fringe-Insurgency-221017_2.pdf ) 

takedowns due to concerns related to protecting speech 
and expression.

Work With International Partners

Since the WSE movement is global, Washington must 
collaborate with international partners to study groups 
and individuals with connections to WSE militancy. 
WSE groups seek to establish cross-border links with 
foreign counterparts, and some even establish overseas 
chapters or operate in multiple countries. �ey can 
inspire and motivate others across the globe to carry out 
attacks. �e U.S. government should study and prepare 
for potential new avenues of internationalization and 
transnational collaboration in the WSE sphere. Such 
understanding and awareness would better prepare U.S. 
law enforcement and intelligence to halt or respond to 
acts of WSE violence.

Study Reciprocal Radicalization and 
Fringe Fluidity

In the current polarized climate, opposite extremes 
tend to radicalize both sides and provide average people 
a reason to drift toward extremes. �eories of reciprocal 
radicalization and fringe �uidity are therefore highly 
instructive. Reciprocal radicalization suggests that 
growing power and success of groups aligned with one 
extremist ideology will fuel recruitment and encourage 
activity by groups of ostensibly opposing ideologies. 
Interactions between groups locked into reciprocal 
radicalization often result in “a bizarre mixture of 
cooperation, competition, and overt �ghting between 
di�erent groups.”128 Another relevant dynamic is fringe 
�uidity.129 �is is a radicalization pathway in which 
individuals transition from one form of extremism to 
another. Fringe �uidity demonstrates how extremists 
prioritize common grievances, goals, and enemies even 
when their overarching ideologies con�ict.130 Brenton 
Tarrant, the March 2019 Christchurch mosque killer, 

https://doi.org/10.1080/1057610X.2018.1531545
https://www.isdglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/The-Fringe-Insurgency-221017_2.pdf
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is one recent example. Tarrant shifted between several 
extremist ideologies, ultimately declaring himself an 
ecofascist at the time of his attack.131

In an era of political polarization, extremists may 
seize the opportunity to draw recruits and mobilize 
from a growing menu of overlapping and sometimes 
con�icting militant ideologies, making fringe �uidity 
an increasingly powerful force. Likewise, evidence 
of reciprocal radicalization among extremist groups 
demands attention, as extremists of one persuasion have 
no shortage of opposing forces to radicalize them. �e 
U.S. government should devote resources to studying 
these phenomena.

Resist the Temptation to Pick Sides

In recent years, politicians have too often spoken on 
issues of extremist violence with ambiguity because 
of partisan considerations. Political leaders must 
recognize the role they may play in furthering extremist 
narratives. Choosing a side serves to prioritize goals 

131. In Tarrant’s manifesto, he wrote that “when I was young I was a communist, then an anarchist, and �nally a libertarian before coming 
to be an eco-fascist.” He describes inspiration from a number of ideologies, �gures, and cultures, some of which are seemingly in con�ict 
with one another. Brenton Tarrant, “�e Great Replacement: Towards a New Society We March Ever Forwards,” 8chan, March 15, 2019. 
(Available at: https://img-prod.ilfoglio.it/userUpload/�e_Great_Replacementconvertito.pdf )
132. Daveed Gartenstein-Ross and Tadd Lahnert, “Crisis Architecture: Building to Defend Against Active Aggressors,” War on the Rocks, 
December 2, 2019. (https://warontherocks.com/2019/12/crisis-architecture-building-to-defend-against-active-aggressors); see also: Daveed 
Gartenstein-Ross, “Addressing mass shootings through the built environment,” YouTube, December 7, 2020. (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=CRkRv314JH8)

and enemies as the extremists would. As political 
factions and movements in the United States resort to 
violence or the threat of violence to pursue objectives, 
the government must be uni�ed and precise in its 
messaging: Political violence is completely intolerable 
in a democratic society. 

Create Architecture for the  
Age of Mass Attacks

WSEs have in the past conducted mass attacks in 
public spaces, some of which have left signi�cant 
numbers dead. Unfortunately, violent extremists of 
various ideological stripes, as well as non-ideological 
mass attackers, are certain to strike again. In too many 
attacks, man-made structures have aided attackers 
and worked against those trying to escape. Victims 
have been trapped by limited exits or prevented from 
securing rooms because doors do not lock from the 
inside. One solution is crisis architecture, an architectural 
paradigm that o�ers integrated tactical, psychological, 
and technological security measures while preserving 
function and aesthetics.132

https://img-prod.ilfoglio.it/userUpload/The_Great_Replacementconvertito.pdf
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