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Executive Summary

�e Islamic Republic of Iran has a long history of 
using threats, physical torture, or psychological duress 
to coerce its political opponents into admitting guilt, 
even when they have not committed a crime. �ough 
forced confessions violate international law, they are 
common tools used by the Islamic Republic. �e regime 
broadcasts these false confessions on national television 
or the internet to frame the innocent, scare its citizens 
into submission, and propagandize against its enemies. 

�e regime’s preferred vehicle for airing forced 
confessions is Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting 
(IRIB). IRIB is Tehran’s state-run media corporation 
with a near-monopoly on all television and radio 
services. �e length interrogators go to elicit 
these false confessions on camera illustrates how 
much the regime values these videos in its broader 
disinformation campaigns. 

To coerce political prisoners into appearing on camera 
and falsely admitting to contrived crimes, interrogators 
often beat prisoners with cables, sometimes to the point 
of paralysis; hold prisoners in solitary con�nement for 
years; or threaten forced injections of hallucinogenic 
drugs.1 On occasion, the reporters on state-run news 
broadcasts are actually the interrogators who extracted 
the forced confessions.2

In using forced confessions, Iranian state media violate 
human rights of the innocent, demonize minority 
groups, delegitimize dissidents, and frame dual-
nationals for contrived crimes. IRIB’s role in the Islamic 
Republic’s practice of extracting forced confessions 
should earn the media outlet sanctions worldwide. 

1. Ervand Abrahamian, “Forced Confessions in Iran’s House of the Dead,” �e New York Times, February 22, 2018. (https://www.nytimes.
com/2018/02/22/opinion/kavous-seyed-emami-iran.html)
2. “Widow of Detainee Who Died in Iranian Custody Recognizes Her Interrogator Posing as ‘Reporter’ on State TV,” Center for Human 
Rights in Iran, November 14, 2019. (https://iranhumanrights.org/2019/11/widow-of-detainee-who-died-in-iranian-custody-recognizes-her-
interrogator-posing-as-reporter-on-state-tv/)
3.. See the section titled “Worldwide Designations of IRIB” for a full list of IRIB-related designations.
4. U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Economic and Business A�airs, Notice, “Provision of Certain Temporary Sanctions Relief,” 
February 14, 2014. (https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2014/02/14/2014-03300/provision-of-certain-temporary-sanctions-relief )

Targets should also include IRIB’s leadership and the 
state-run media agencies controlled by the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC). Sanctioning these 
individuals and entities could squeeze IRIB’s $750 
million annual budget and deter forced confessions. In 
so doing, sanctions could hamper the regime’s ability 
to project its narrative to audiences within and beyond 
Iran’s borders.

Imposing sanctions on IRIB, its leadership, and other 
facilitators of forced confessions would follow an 
established precedent. �e European Union, Canada, 
and the United States have all previously designated 
Iranian individuals and entities responsible for 
forced confessions.3 

However, IRIB’s leadership has changed since these 
designations. Since 2016, only the United States has 
sanctioned IRIB Director General Abdulali Ali-Asgari. 
He and other o�cials continue to work with the clerical 
regime’s judicial system and intelligence community to 
extract and broadcast false confessions. Moreover, the 
IRGC has built its own news agencies that also broadcast 
forced confessions. With new o�cials and agencies 
abusing human rights, action is needed.

While the United States maintains sanctions on IRIB 
itself, Washington has waived these sanctions every six 
months since 2013. �e State Department has indicated 
that in exchange for waiving sanctions on IRIB, the 
Iranian government promised to cease the blocking of 
international frequencies, a technique known as orbital 
jamming.4 Iran has violated this agreement. In November 
2019, Iran International Television, a Persian-language 
news channel based in London, submitted a complaint 
to the United Kingdom’s communications regulatory 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/22/opinion/kavous-seyed-emami-iran.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/22/opinion/kavous-seyed-emami-iran.html
https://iranhumanrights.org/2019/11/widow-of-detainee-who-died-in-iranian-custody-recognizes-her-interrogator-posing-as-reporter-on-state-tv/
https://iranhumanrights.org/2019/11/widow-of-detainee-who-died-in-iranian-custody-recognizes-her-interrogator-posing-as-reporter-on-state-tv/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2014/02/14/2014-03300/provision-of-certain-temporary-sanctions-relief
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body, citing Iranian orbital jamming of HotBird and 
ArabSat satellites.5

Despite these violations, con�dential commitments 
between Washington and Tehran have kept the IRIB 
waivers in place. �ough they may inhibit Washington 
from implementing sanctions on IRIB, there are other 
actions the United States and other countries can take to 
ensure IRIB’s o�cials are held accountable. 

Introduction

�e Islamic Republic of Iran has a long record of 
extracting and broadcasting forced confessions by 
innocent political prisoners. Forced, false confessions 
are �agrant violations of international conventions, 
including the United Nations Convention Against 
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment.6 Moreover, many countries, 
including Iran, have adopted their own laws that 
prohibit forced confessions (see Appendix 1). �ough 
the constitution and penal code of the Islamic Republic 
both forbid torture and forced confessions, Iran’s 
theocracy routinely disregards these prohibitions.7 

Nevertheless, the regime does not try to conceal its use 
of coerced confessions. Amid the nationwide protests 
that broke out in November 2019, Iranian President 
Hassan Rouhani publicly called for the “confessions of 
the rioters,” adding that “these people must be dealt 
with.”8 Abdolreza Rahmani Fazli, Iran’s interior minister, 
appeared on IRIB’s Channel One to announce the 

5. “London-Based Persian TV to Lodge Complaint Against Iran for Satellite Jamming,” Radio Farda, November 23, 2019. (https://
en.radiofarda.com/a/london-based-persian-tv-to-lodge-complaint-against-iran-for-satellite-jamming-/30288280.html)
6. United Nations General Assembly, Resolution 39/46, December 10, 1984. (https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/cat.aspx)
7. “Iran (Islamic Republic of )’s Constitution of 1979 with Amendments through 1989,” Constitute, August 12, 2019. (https://www.
constituteproject.org/constitution/Iran_1989.pdf?lang=en); “Iran: Islamic Penal Code,” RefWorld, November 20, 1991. (https://www.
refworld.org/docid/518a19404.html)
8. “Iran’s Rouhani says innocent protesters should be freed,” Dunya News (Pakistan), December 5, 2019. (https://dunyanews.tv/en/
World/521718-Iran/%27s-Rouhani-says-innocent-protesters-should-be-freed)
9. Shamsi Saadati, “Shocking Admissions on the Iran Protests by the Regime’s Interior Minister,” National Council of Resistance of Iran, November 
27, 2019. (https://www.ncr-iran.org/en/news/iran-protests/26969-shocking-admissions-on-the-iran-protests-by-the-regime-s-interior-minister)
 ,Rouydad 24 News Agency (Iran) ”,(Television confessions regarding the Aban 98 protests) اعترافات-تلویزیونی-درباره-اعتراضات-آبان-۸۹-فیلم“ .10
December 2019. (https://www.rouydad24.ir/fa/news/198653/اعترافات-تلویزیونی-درباره-اعتراضات-آبان-۹۸-فیلم)
11. Maryam Sinaiee, “Iran Again Resorting to Televised Confessions of Critics, Protesters,” Radio Farda, December 5, 2019. (https://
en.radiofarda.com/a/iran-again-resorting-to-televised-confessions-of-critics-protesters-/30309350.html)

regime’s intent to force detained protestors to confess 
on IRIB programs. “Now that the key people are 
being arrested … their confessions must be broadcast 
on television,” he said.9 In late December 2019, IRIB 
aired a pseudo-documentary titled �e Truth of the Story, 
which included forced confessions in which imprisoned 
protesters falsely claimed that they were in�uenced by 
foreign actors, armed, and intending to kill security 
forces.10 Only one Kurdish protestor, Fatemah Davand, 
was named in the program. �e �lm portrayed 
Davand, a mother of three, as the leader of the anti-
government “riots.”11

�is report presents nine case studies of forced 
confessions aired on IRIB channels, all but one of 
which occurred after Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei, appointed Abdulali Ali-Asgari as the 
director general of IRIB in May 2016. �e victims 
remain imprisoned, have been executed, or were 
released after paying bail often set at hundreds 
of thousands of dollars. Each case study provides 
background on the victims and describes the broadcasts 
themselves. �is report also includes one case study 
of a political prisoner who so far has evaded IRIB’s 
cameras but whose experience provides key insights 
into the regime’s e�orts to extract forced confessions. 

�e number of victims since 2016 is not limited to the 
cases studies in this report. However, these case studies 
capture a representative sample of the regime’s targets: 
dual nationals, non-citizens, members of religious 
minority groups, and political activists.

https://en.radiofarda.com/a/london-based-persian-tv-to-lodge-complaint-against-iran-for-satellite-jamming-/30288280.html
https://en.radiofarda.com/a/london-based-persian-tv-to-lodge-complaint-against-iran-for-satellite-jamming-/30288280.html
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/cat.aspx
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Iran_1989.pdf?lang=en
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Iran_1989.pdf?lang=en
https://www.refworld.org/docid/518a19404.html
https://www.refworld.org/docid/518a19404.html
https://dunyanews.tv/en/World/521718-Iran/%27s-Rouhani-says-innocent-protesters-should-be-freed
https://dunyanews.tv/en/World/521718-Iran/%27s-Rouhani-says-innocent-protesters-should-be-freed
https://www.ncr-iran.org/en/news/iran-protests/26969-shocking-admissions-on-the-iran-protests-by-the-regime-s-interior-minister
https://www.rouydad24.ir/fa/news/198653/%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%88%DB%8C%D8%B2%DB%8C%D9%88%D9%86%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B6%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A2%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86-%DB%B9%DB%B8-%D9%81%DB%8C%D9%84%D9%85
https://en.radiofarda.com/a/iran-again-resorting-to-televised-confessions-of-critics-protesters-/30309350.html
https://en.radiofarda.com/a/iran-again-resorting-to-televised-confessions-of-critics-protesters-/30309350.html
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�e exact number of victims remains unknown for 
three primary reasons. First, not all false confessions 
are broadcast on Iranian television or uploaded to the 
internet. Sometimes, forced confessions are extracted 
and preserved for later use, especially when the courts 
cannot present real, incriminating evidence against the 
framed defendant.12 

Second, some broadcasts are aired once during 
primetime but are not uploaded to video-sharing 
sites on Iran’s national intranet, such as Aparat, and 
therefore are inaccessible online.13 Even if broadcasts 
are uploaded to Iran’s intranet or shown multiple times 
on state television, IRIB producers sometimes blur 
faces and do not reveal the names of the victims.14

�ird, there is no database of IRIB broadcasts 
comparable to Nexis or Westlaw, which provide 
comprehensive and reliable access to content from 
Western media organizations. To identify subjects for 
its case studies, this report relied on human rights 
organizations, family members of the victims, and 
where possible, the accounts of those who were able 
to withstand the pressure to falsely confess and later 
described their mistreatment publicly. In several 
instances, human rights organizations have published 
the names of additional victims of coerced confessions, 
but there is little further information available 
on these cases.

12. Conversations on December 3, 2019, with Roya Boroumand, executive director and co-founder of the Abdorrahman 
Boroumand Center. 
13. Saeed Kamali Dehghan, “From Digikala to Hamijoo: the Iranian startup revolution, phase two,” �e Guardian (UK), May 31, 2015. 
(https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2015/may/31/amazon-iranian-style-digikala-other-startups-aparat-hamijoo-takh�fan)
14. For example, on January 7, 2018, IRIB uploaded a confession of an alleged member of a terrorist cell. �e name of the subject is not 
mentioned, and his face is blurred. In the video, he describes himself as the “chief member” of the cell and confesses to setting a government 
building on �re. “مصاحبه با عضو دستگیر شده گروهک تروریستی ضد انقلاب در” بروجرد+ فیلم(Interview with a member of anti-regime terrorist 
group),” IRIB News (Iran), January 7, 2018. (http://www.iribnews.ir/fa/news/مصاحبه-با-عضو-دستگیر-شده-گروهک-تروریستی-ضد-انقلاب-در-بروجرد-فیلم). It 
is not clear why IRIB conceals the identity of some forced confession victims. One e�ect of this concealment is to prevent independent 
assessment of the confession’s credibility. 
15. “Iran’s Forcing of Teenage Girl to Confess on State TV for Posting Dance Video Prompts Strong Outcry,” Center for Human Rights 
in Iran, July 9, 2018. (https://iranhumanrights.org/2018/07/irans-forcing-of-teenage-girl-to-confess-on-state-tv-for-posting-dance-
video-prompts-strong-outcry/); “New Round of Forced Confessions Start in Iran,” IranWire, November 21, 2019. (https://iranwire.
com/en/features/6482); “Iran TV Shows Film of Captured Dissident Apologizing To Regime,” Radio Farda, October 14, 2019. (https://
en.radiofarda.com/a/irgc-says-it-lured-a-�erce-critic-in-exile-back-to-iran-and-arrested-him-/30216087.html)
16. �e Ministry of Intelligence was previously called the Ministry of Intelligence and Security.

Human rights organizations have identi�ed three 
individuals by name – Maedeh Hojabri, Fatemah 
Davand, and Ruhollah Zam – as victims of forced 
confessions. �e lack of open source information 
regarding these cases precludes this report from 
analyzing the circumstance of their imprisonment and 
forced confessions.15

While human rights organizations have published 
accounts of forced confessions, this report provides 
a comprehensive study of this sordid practice under 
IRIB’s current leadership. �is report draws from both 
English- and Persian-language news outlets, published 
testimonies of detained and freed prisoners, IRIB pseudo-
documentaries about prisoners, and video �les of forced 
confessions that reveal the name and face of the victim.

In each of the false confessions detailed in this report, 
Iran’s Ministry of Intelligence (MOI), the IRGC, and 
Iran’s judicial system all played a role.16 However, the 
Islamic regime’s state media are an integral part of the 
regime’s torture and human-rights-violating machinery. 
No e�ort to stop torture would be comprehensive if it 
neglected IRIB and related outlets. Indeed, IRIB is the 
only media group with access to political prisoners in 
detention, while human rights organizations are denied 
the same access.

Forced confessions follow a common blueprint. Even 
if a prisoner does not give explicitly self-incriminating 

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2015/may/31/amazon-iranian-style-digikala-other-startups-aparat-hamijoo-takhfifan
http://www.iribnews.ir/fa/news/مصاحبه-با-عضو-دستگیر-شده-گروهک-تروریستی-ضد-انقلاب-در-بروجرد-فیلم
https://iranhumanrights.org/2018/07/irans-forcing-of-teenage-girl-to-confess-on-state-tv-for-posting-dance-video-prompts-strong-outcry/
https://iranhumanrights.org/2018/07/irans-forcing-of-teenage-girl-to-confess-on-state-tv-for-posting-dance-video-prompts-strong-outcry/
https://iranwire.com/en/features/6482
https://iranwire.com/en/features/6482
https://en.radiofarda.com/a/irgc-says-it-lured-a-fierce-critic-in-exile-back-to-iran-and-arrested-him-/30216087.html
https://en.radiofarda.com/a/irgc-says-it-lured-a-fierce-critic-in-exile-back-to-iran-and-arrested-him-/30216087.html
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testimony, IRIB producers edit and manipulate the 
testimony to �t the regime’s intended narrative. For 
example, IRIB producers add voiceovers over footage of 
prisoners speaking, giving the false impression that the 
prisoner is speaking in the voiceover. 

�e �lms also exploit social norms and taboos, such as 
adultery, drug use, or divorce, to further demonize the 
victim.17 IRIB, and the regime more broadly, attempt to 
tie prisoners to the foreign powers the regime frequently 
vili�es, principally the United States and Israel. �is aligns 
with IRIB’s pattern of vilifying the “great Satan” and 
“little Satan” in television, radio, and written reporting.

�e evidence against IRIB is overwhelming. It is 
therefore not surprising that the United States, European 
Union, and Canada have all previously sanctioned IRIB 
or its leadership for its use of forced confessions. �ese 
designations should now serve as the legal basis for further 
action against organizations and individuals tied to IRIB.

Overview of Iranian State 
Media: Structure, Purpose,  

and Methods

Structure

In 1971, the Pahlavi government established a state-
run broadcasting organization called National Iranian 
Radio and Television (NIRT), which merged National 
Iranian Television and Radio Iran. Following the 

 is time to defeat the� A repeated scenario: Show trial.) سناریوی تکراری: نمایش اعتراف − این بار برای شکستن اعتراض علیه حجاب اجباری“ .17
anti-compulsory hejab protests),” Radio Zamaneh (�e Netherlands), September 1, 2019. (https://www.radiozamaneh.com/461989)
18. Pierre Pahlavi, “Understanding Iran’s Media Diplomacy,” Israel Journal of Foreign A�airs, vol. 6, no. 2, 2012, pages 21–33. (https://
www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/23739770.2012.11446499)
19. Greg Bruno, “�e Media Landscape in Iran,” Council on Foreign Relations, July 22, 2009. (https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/
media-landscape-iran)
20. “IRIB Budget Doubles,” Financial Tribune (Iran), January 15, 2017. (https://�nancialtribune.com/articles/economy-domestic-
economy/57517/irib-budget-doubles); Arash Azizi, “Can Iran’s new TV chief bring IRIB, Rouhani closer?” Al-Monitor, November 16, 
2014. (https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2014/11/iran-irib-sarafraz-press-tv.html)
21. Seth G. Jones and Danika Newlee, “�e United States’ Soft War with Iran,” Center for Strategic and International Studies, June 11, 2019. 
(https://www.csis.org/analysis/united-states-soft-war-iran)
22. “IRIB,” LyngSat, accessed February 5, 2020. (https://www.lyngsat.com/providers/ir/IRIB.html)

Islamic Revolution in 1979, NIRT was transformed 
into the Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB).18

IRIB is the regime’s state-run media corporation, 
headquartered in Tehran. It serves as the primary 
propaganda organ of the clerical regime and is charged 
with burnishing the regime’s reputation. IRIB seeks to 
transform its audience at home and abroad into regime 
sympathizers. Iran’s constitution prohibits private 
broadcast media, thus granting IRIB a near-monopoly 
over radio and television services in Iran.19 However, 
IRGC-linked news agencies, such as Tasnim and Fars 
News, operate print and wire services. 

Iran’s theocratic constitution grants the supreme leader 
the power to appoint the head of IRIB, thereby giving 
the organization a hardline ideological bent. In 2017, 
the Iranian government set IRIB’s annual budget at 
nearly 30 trillion rials (approximately $750 million) to 
operate its more than 50,000 employees worldwide.20

IRIB operates 20 national television channels and 
34 provincial channels. It also runs 13 international 
television channels, including four news channels that 
cater to non-Farsi speakers. �ese include Press TV, 
IRIB’s English-language news channel; HispanTV, 
a Spanish-language news channel; Al Alam, an 
Arabic-language news channel; and Al-Kawthar, an 
Arabic-language religious channel with news bulletins 
throughout the day.21 As of February 5, 2020, three 
satellite companies – EutelSat, IntelSat, and ArabSat 
– broadcast IRIB programs to audiences in the Middle 
East, Central Asia, and Europe, though the total number 
of satellites that broadcast IRIB �uctuates.22 IRIB 

https://www.radiozamaneh.com/461989
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/23739770.2012.11446499
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/23739770.2012.11446499
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/media-landscape-iran
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/media-landscape-iran
https://financialtribune.com/articles/economy-domestic-economy/57517/irib-budget-doubles
https://financialtribune.com/articles/economy-domestic-economy/57517/irib-budget-doubles
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2014/11/iran-irib-sarafraz-press-tv.html
https://www.csis.org/analysis/united-states-soft-war-iran
https://www.lyngsat.com/providers/ir/IRIB.html
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World Service also controls dozens of radio stations, 
more than 30 of which are internationally accessible.23 

Across radio and television, IRIB broadcasts in 27 
languages, including French, Russian, Hebrew, and 
German.24 IRIB and its a�liates have large budgets and 
o�ces in 20 countries, including: the United States (in 
New York, accredited to the United Nations), the United 
Kingdom, France, Germany, Russia, Turkey, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Lebanon, Azerbaijan, Tajikistan, 
South Africa, Syria, Malaysia, India, Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, China, Belgium, Egypt, and Japan.25 

23. U.S. Director of National Intelligence, Open Source Center, “Structure of Iran’s State-Run TV IRIB,” December 16, 2009. (https://fas.
org/irp/dni/osc/iran-tv.pdf )
24. Arash Azizi, “Can Iran’s new TV chief bring IRIB, Rouhani closer?” Al-Monitor, November 16, 2014. (https://www.al-monitor.com/
pulse/originals/2014/11/iran-irib-sarafraz-press-tv.html)
25. “IRIB Budget Doubles,” Financial Tribune (Iran), January 15, 2017. (https://�nancialtribune.com/articles/
economy-domestic-economy/57517/irib-budget-doubles)
 Tasnim News ”,(Tasnim News Editor in Chief meeting with Seyed Hassan Nasrallah) دیدار مدیرعامل خبرگزاری تسنیم با سیدحسن نصرالله“ .26
Agency (Iran), March 1, 2019. (https://www.tasnimnews.com/fa/news/1395/12/24/1355139/دیدار-مدیرعامل-خبرگزاری-تسنیم-با-سیدحسن-نصرالله)

In addition to IRIB, other state-run newswires 
participate in the regime’s disinformation campaigns 
and broadcast show trials and forced confessions. �ese 
newswires include Tasnim and Fars News.

Tasnim, launched in 2012 and controlled by the IRGC, 
not only publishes false confessions by protesters on 
its website and social media, but also posts pictures 
of protestors on social media and asks readers to help 
identify them.26

Fars News is an IRGC-a�liated wire service launched in 
2003 that produces articles and videos in Farsi, Arabic, 

An organizational chart of IRIB stations. Channels in green broadcasted the forced confessions cited in this report.
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Turkish, and English.27 Like Tasnim, Fars News is not 
under the IRIB chain of command but is nevertheless 
a state-controlled news agency. In 2007, the Iranian 
news site Tabnak revealed that the IRGC funds Fars 
News. Hamidreza Moghadamfar, the CEO of Fars News 
from 2007 to 2011, was the IRGC’s former director 
of cultural-social a�airs. After working at Fars News, 
Moghadamfar became an advisor to the commander 
of the IRGC and rose to the rank of second brigadier 
general.28 Moghadamfar’s successor, Seyyed Nizam-al-
Din Mousavi, was formerly the head of the political 
o�ce of the Basij Student Organization at the University 
of Tehran. �e Basij is an IRGC-linked paramilitary 
force. Under Mousavi, Fars News launched a campaign 
to investigate IRGC rivals and actively recruited 
Iranian celebrities, such as Iranian singer Amir Tataloo, 
to support the IRGC. Payam Tirandaz, a veteran 
of the Basij, became the CEO of Fars News in 2017, 
replacing Mousavi.29

According to Saeed Ghasseminejad, senior advisor on 
Iran at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies and 
a victim of forced confessions, every individual who 
has held a leadership position in Fars News has been a 
member of the IRGC.30 

Purpose and Methods 

To enforce IRIB’s near-monopoly, the regime limits the 
use of private satellites and international frequencies. In 

27. “Media Environment Guide: Iran,” BBC Monitoring (UK), July 30, 2009. (https://web.archive.org/web/20140801201438/http://www.
combat�lms.com/mediaoperations/Media%20Environment%20Guide%20Iran.pdf )
 ,Basij News Agency (Iran) ”,(Condolences on the passing of Col Hamidreza Moghadamfar) تسلیت درگذشت والده سردار حمیدرضا مقدم فر“ .28
August 1, 2018. (http://basijnews.ir/fa/news/9041969/%20تسلیت-درگذشت-والده-سردار-حمیدرضا-مقدم-فر)
29. “Fars News Agency’s New MD Starts Work,” Fars News Agency (Iran), December 4, 2017. (https://en.farsnews.com/newstext.
aspx?nn=13960913000305)
30. Saeed Ghasseminejad, “Fars News, the Spider Net of Lies and Deception,” Iran Disinformation Project, May 31, 2019. (https://
irandisinfo.org/ghasseminejad-farsnews-deception-part-one/)
31. Steven Barraclough. “Satellite Television in Iran: Prohibition, Imitation and Reform,” Middle Eastern Studies, vol. 37, no. 3, July 2001, 
pages 25–48. (www.jstor.org/stable/4284173)
32. “Iran Destroys 100,000 satellite dishes in crackdown,” Agence France-Presse, July 24, 2016. (https://www.timeso�srael.com/
iran-destroys-100000-satellite-dishes-in-crackdown/)
33. Pierre Pahlavi, “Understanding Iran’s Media Diplomacy,” Israel Journal of Foreign A�airs, vol. 6, no. 2, 2012, pages 21–33. (https://
www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/23739770.2012.11446499)
34. “Death video woman ‘targeted by militia,’” BBC (UK), June 22, 2009. (http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/8113552.stm)
35. Nazila Fathi, “In a Death Seen Around the World, a Symbol of Iranian Protests,” �e New York Times, June 22, 2009. (https://www.
nytimes.com/2009/06/23/world/middleeast/23neda.html)

1994, the Iranian government passed a law that banned 
the private ownership of satellite technology and 
tasked police with con�scating satellite equipment.31 
�e regime regularly dispatches the Basij militia to 
con�scate and destroy satellites and receivers.32 

IRIB’s international television programs portray the 
Islamic Republic as a moderate and tolerant country. 
Female anchors wear vibrant clothes and makeup, 
programs feature upbeat music, and men and women 
cordially participate together in roundtable discussions 
about politics.33 �ese programs obfuscate or ignore 
the Islamic Republic’s suppression of women and 
minorities and its aggressive rejection of Western 
culture. IRIB’s careful disguise of the oppressive nature 
of Iran’s autocratic regime is a key part of IRIB’s overall 
objective of winning supporters.

IRIB’s coverage during the 2009 Green Revolution 
illustrates how state media seek to deceive their 
audience. �e Green Revolution began when Iranians 
took to the streets to protest the regime’s manipulation 
of the presidential election in favor of the incumbent, 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. During these mass 
demonstrations, members of the Basij fatally shot Neda 
Agha-Soltan, a 26-year-old philosophy student, as she 
was walking back to her car.34 A video of her gruesome 
death went viral, stirring international outrage.35 

https://web.archive.org/web/20140801201438/http:/www.combatfilms.com/mediaoperations/Media Environment Guide Iran.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20140801201438/http:/www.combatfilms.com/mediaoperations/Media Environment Guide Iran.pdf
http://basijnews.ir/fa/news/9041969/ تسلیت-درگذشت-والده-سردار-حمیدرضا-مقدم-فر
https://web.archive.org/web/20140801201438/http://www.combatfilms.com/mediaoperations/Media%20Environment%20Guide%20Iran.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20140801201438/http://www.combatfilms.com/mediaoperations/Media%20Environment%20Guide%20Iran.pdf
https://irandisinfo.org/ghasseminejad-farsnews-deception-part-one/
https://irandisinfo.org/ghasseminejad-farsnews-deception-part-one/
http://www.jstor.org/stable/4284173
https://www.timesofisrael.com/iran-destroys-100000-satellite-dishes-in-crackdown/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/iran-destroys-100000-satellite-dishes-in-crackdown/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/23739770.2012.11446499
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/23739770.2012.11446499
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/8113552.stm
https://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/23/world/middleeast/23neda.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/23/world/middleeast/23neda.html
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To quell the outrage, IRIB aired a pseudo-documentary 
on January 5, 2010, on Press TV, claiming Neda was 
a spy for the United States and the United Kingdom. 
�e �lm alleged that the viral video of her death was 
a lie. �e narrator claimed that Neda poured a bottle 
of blood on her face, and her supposed pro-Western 
collaborators, not the Basij, shot her from behind.36

IRIB also vili�ed the protestors by broadcasting show 
trials. One of these televised trials included more 
than 100 defendants.37 State-run media, including 
IRIB and IRGC news wires, clearly coordinated 
with the regime’s judiciary to paint the defendants 
as criminals. Indeed, less than 30 minutes after the 
prosecutor read his opening statement, Fars News 
published the entire indictment. �e indictment was 
also virtually identical to an article published in the 
regime-controlled newspaper Kayhan.38 Ayatollah 
Khameini characterized the forced confessions, 
including that of Maziar Bahari, as “legal testimony 
that is religiously justi�ed.”39 

�e regime also uses IRIB to wage campaigns against 
minority groups within Iran. In July 2019, for 
example, BBC News reported that Twitter suspended 
accounts run by the Young Journalists Club, an 
IRIB a�liate, and Islamic Republic News Agency, a 
state-run wire service, for “coordinated and targeted 
harassment of people associated with Baha’i.” �e 

36. Golnaz Esfandiari, “Iran State TV Suggests Neda’s Iconic Death Was ‘Faked,’” Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, January 7, 2010. 
(https://www.rferl.org/a/Iran_State_TV_Suggests_Iconic_Protest_Death_Faked/1923414.html)
37. “Iran: Show Trial Exposes Arbitrary Detention,” Human Rights Watch, August 4, 2009. (https://www.hrw.org/news/2009/08/04/
iran-show-trial-exposes-arbitrary-detention#)
38. Muhammad Sahimi, “Show Trials Get Under Way,” PBS, August 2, 2009. (https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/
tehranbureau/2009/08/show-trials-get-under-way.html); “Mostafa Mesbahzadeh, 97; exiled publisher of Iranian newspapers,” Los Angeles 
Times, December 5, 2006. (https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2006-dec-05-me-mostafa5-story.html)
39. Maziar Bahari, “Forced Confessions,” Vimeo, November 2012, 53:50. (https://vimeo.com/ondemand/forcedconfessions)
40. “Twitter suspends Iran news agencies over ‘harassment of Baha’is,’” BBC (UK), July 21, 2019. (https://www.bbc.com/news/
world-middle-east-49060606)
41. Antonia Noori Farza, “A potential witness in Monica Witt’s defection case grew up in New Orleans. Now she defends 
the Iranian revolution.” �e Washington Post, February 14, 2019. (https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2019/02/14/
potential-key-player-monica-witts-defection-case-grew-up-new-orleans-now-she-defends-iranian-revolution/)
42. “Senior Press TV anchor Marziah Hashemi back at her workplace in Tehran,” Press TV (Iran), January 30, 2019. (https://www.presstv.
com/detail/2019/01/30/587249/senior-press-tv-anchor-marzieh-hashemi)
43. Ervand Abrahamian, “Forced Confessions in Iran’s House of the Dead,” �e New York Times, February 22, 2018. (https://www.nytimes.
com/2018/02/22/opinion/kavous-seyed-emami-iran.html)

regime regularly targets the Baha’i religious minority, 
restricting their access to education, due process, and 
other freedoms.40 

IRIB also facilitates some of the regime’s spy missions 
outside of Iran. One prominent example is the case 
of Marzieh Hashemi. An American-born and U.S.-
based reporter for Press TV, Hashemi helped Monica 
Witt, a former sergeant and counterintelligence 
specialist in the U.S. Air Force, defect to Iran. 
Witt went on to work with the IRGC and divulged 
sensitive counterintelligence information. Witt’s 
criminal indictment stated that Hashemi, labeled 
“Individual A,” was a reporter working in the United 
States for Iranian intelligence.41 �e FBI detained 
Hashemi for ten days on a material-witness warrant. 
She was released on January 24, 2019, after she 
testi�ed. Hashemi then returned to Tehran, where she 
continues to work for Press TV.42 Her testimony has 
not been made public. 

Iranian State Media and 
Forced Confessions 

According to historian Ervand Abrahamian, the Shah’s 
government began using forced confessions just prior 
to the Iranian Revolution in 1979. After the revolution, 
forced confessions became commonplace.43

https://www.rferl.org/a/Iran_State_TV_Suggests_Iconic_Protest_Death_Faked/1923414.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2009/08/04/iran-show-trial-exposes-arbitrary-detention
https://www.hrw.org/news/2009/08/04/iran-show-trial-exposes-arbitrary-detention
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/tehranbureau/2009/08/show-trials-get-under-way.html
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/tehranbureau/2009/08/show-trials-get-under-way.html
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2006-dec-05-me-mostafa5-story.html
https://vimeo.com/ondemand/forcedconfessions
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-49060606
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-49060606
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2019/02/14/potential-key-player-monica-witts-defection-case-grew-up-new-orleans-now-she-defends-iranian-revolution/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2019/02/14/potential-key-player-monica-witts-defection-case-grew-up-new-orleans-now-she-defends-iranian-revolution/
https://www.presstv.com/detail/2019/01/30/587249/senior-press-tv-anchor-marzieh-hashemi
https://www.presstv.com/detail/2019/01/30/587249/senior-press-tv-anchor-marzieh-hashemi
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/22/opinion/kavous-seyed-emami-iran.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/22/opinion/kavous-seyed-emami-iran.html
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In June 1981, the Islamist regime targeted the 
Mujahedin-e Khalq (MEK), then a militant opposition 
group. �is was a notable period of repression and 
executions known as the “Reign of Terror,” though 
many dissidents had been summarily executed as early 
as 1979. Although the MEK opposed the Islamist 
regime with violence, the regime also targeted peaceful 
objectors. From June 1981 to June 1988, the regime 
executed thousands of Marxists, Kurds, MEK members, 
and others Tehran deemed dangerous. Execution 
methods included �ring squads and hangings. Others 
died by torture.44

To facilitate this crackdown, the Islamic Republic 
established a new judicial system and interrogation 
protocol. �e regime centralized and expanded 
the prison system while establishing new laws that 
gave seminary-trained interrogators a license to 
torture. Speci�cally, the landmark bill “Qanon-e 
Ta’zir,” or Discretionary Punishment Law, permitted 
interrogators to give an inde�nite number of lashes 
to prisoners who “lie to authorities.” �is law allowed 
interrogators to beat prisoners as punishment for 
unsatisfactory answers, whether true or false. 

�e Islamic Republic’s �rst supreme leader, Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini, viewed confessions “as the highest 
proof of guilt.” �is, coupled with the new laws, laid the 
foundation for the systematic use of forced confessions 
across the regime’s institutions.45

�e mass executions of the summer of 1988 marked an 
intensi�cation in the Islamist regime’s immoral treatment 
of prisoners and reliance on forced confessions. On 
July 19, 1988, Iran’s main prisons shut themselves o� 
from the outside world. Guards prohibited phone calls, 

44. Ervand Abrahamian, Tortured Confessions (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1999), pages 129–130.
45. Ibid., pages 132–133.
46. Ibid., pages 209–212.
47. Nizar Zakka, “Detained in Iran: A Discussion of the Arbitrary Detention of U.S. and Foreign Nationals in Iran,” Speaking at a United 
States Senate Human Rights Caucus event, December 3, 2019. (https://www.coons.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/SHRC%20-%20Dec%20
3%20Iran%20event%20invite.pdf )
48. @mah_sadeghi, “طرح »ممنوعیت ضبط و پخش اعترافات اشخاص از صدا و سیما و دیگر رسانه ها« تقدیم مجلس شد. (A bill to “ban recording and 
broadcasting of personal confessions on IRIB” was sent to the Majles.),” Twitter, September 29, 2019. (https://twitter.com/mah_sadeghi/
status/1178262783030435840)

cleared prisons of all radios and televisions, and cancelled 
scheduled visits. Khomeini issued an order to establish 
commissions to interrogate and order executions of 
leftists and anyone associated with the MEK. When 
brought before these commissions, suspects were asked 
whether they were willing to denounce their former 
colleagues and beliefs before a camera. If the prisoners 
gave unsatisfactory answers, they would be immediately 
blindfolded, led to the gallows, and hanged.46

For the victims’ families, broadcasts of forced 
confessions are often the last time they see their loved 
ones alive. For fellow prisoners, these broadcasts serve 
as a means of intimidation. Nizar Zakka, a former 
political prisoner in Iran, explained at a United States 
Senate Human Rights Caucus panel in December 
2019 that prisoners are forced to gather and watch 
these broadcasts. �is both humiliates the prisoner 
who falsely confesses and convinces others that 
resistance is futile.47

Remarkably, Iran’s own constitution and penal code 
prohibit torture, especially when used to extract a 
confession (see Appendix 1). Yet today, the Islamist 
regime routinely uses these practices. In 2019, 
Mahmoud Sadeghi, a parliamentarian in Iran’s Majlis, 
proposed a bill that would explicitly criminalize 
broadcasts of forced confessions.48 If passed, violators 

“ �e Islamic Republic’s �rst supreme leader, 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, viewed 
confessions ‘as the highest proof of guilt.’ 
�is, coupled with the new laws, laid the 
foundation for the systematic use of forced 
confessions across the regime’s institutions.”

https://www.coons.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/SHRC - Dec 3 Iran event invite.pdf
https://www.coons.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/SHRC - Dec 3 Iran event invite.pdf
https://twitter.com/mah_sadeghi/status/1178262783030435840
https://twitter.com/mah_sadeghi/status/1178262783030435840
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of this law would face jail time. As of February 5, 
2020, only 70 of 290 Majlis members have signed 
the bill, which has yet to move out of parliamentary 
commissions for deliberation.49 

Even if the bill garners enough votes, it will almost 
certainly not reach the president’s desk. Iran’s Guardian 
Council, an unelected 12-member body appointed 
by the regime, screens all legislation for loyalty to the 
regime’s ideology and may veto any bill it wishes.50 
Because the supreme leader has expressed an a�nity 
for forced confessions, the bill is unlikely to advance.

Forced, false confessions continue to play a role in 
the regime’s messaging to its domestic opponents. 
Nationwide protests erupted after Tehran announced a 
spike of at least 50 percent in fuel prices on November 
15, 2019. On December 23, Reuters reported that the 
regime’s violent suppression of the protests killed over 
1,500 demonstrators.51 

Less than two weeks later, Abdolreza Rahmani Fazli, 
Iran’s Interior Minister, appeared on IRIB’s Channel 
One claiming that the protestors collaborated with 
foreign governments. He announced, “Now that the 
key people are being arrested … their confessions 
must be broadcast on television.”52 Soon after, Iranian 
President Hassan Rouhani announced that IRIB 

49. Sarbas Nazari, “Iran debates end of confession broadcasts,” Al-Monitor, November 14, 2019. (https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/
originals/2019/11/iran-abolish-confessions-broadcast-state-tv-legislation.html)
50. “IRAN: Who holds the power?” BBC (UK), accessed February 3, 2020. (http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/spl/hi/middle_east/03/
iran_power/html/guardian_council.stm)
51. “Special Report: Iran’s leader ordered crackdown on unrest – ‘Do whatever it takes to end it,’” Reuters, December 23, 2019. (https://
www.reuters.com/article/us-iran-protests-specialreport/special-report-irans-leader-ordered-crackdown-on-unrest-do-whatever-it-takes-to-
end-it-idUSKBN1YR0QR)
52. Shamsi Saadati, “Shocking Admissions on the Iran Protests by the Regime’s Interior Minister,” National Council of Resistance of Iran, 
November 27, 2019. (https://www.ncr-iran.org/en/news/iran-protests/26969-shocking-admissions-on-the-iran-protests-by-the-regime-s-
interior-minister)
53. “Iran’s Rouhani says innocent protesters should be freed,” Dunya News (Pakistan), December 5, 2019. (https://dunyanews.tv/en/
World/521718-Iran/%27s-Rouhani-says-innocent-protesters-should-be-freed)
54. Maryam Sinaiee, “Iran Again Resorting to Televised Confessions of Critics, Protesters,” Radio Farda, December 5, 2019. (https://
en.radiofarda.com/a/iran-again-resorting-to-televised-confessions-of-critics-protesters-/30309350.html)
55. “Iran Minister Demands Airing Forced Confessions Of Protesters,” IFMAT, December 2, 2019. (https://www.ifmat.org/12/02/
iran-minister-demands-airing-forced-confessions-protesters/)
56. United Nations General Assembly, Press Release, “General Assembly Adopts 60 �ird Committee Resolutions, Proclaims International 
Decade of Indigenous Languages, Covering Broad �emes of Social Equality,” December 18, 2019. (https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/
ga12231.doc.htm)

would air even more “confessions of the rioters … in 
the future, and you will see they have been planning for 
more than two years.”53 

As recently as December, IRIB broadcast arrested 
demonstrators falsely admitting to being instructed and 
paid by foreign countries.54 �ese videos portray both 
adults and minors making forced confessions to crimes 
against the regime.55 Subsequently, on December 18, 
the UN General Assembly passed a resolution calling 
on the Iranian government to end its human rights 
violations, especially its crackdown on protestors. �e 
resolution speci�cally condemned forced confessions 
and their role in the regime’s judicial system.56 

Forced Confessions:  
Case Studies

�e following case studies detail eight examples of 
forced confessions elicited after Abdulali Ali-Asgari 
became director general of IRIB in May 2016, and 
one that occurred prior to Ali-Asgari’s appointment. 
Although the regime has subjected many other Iranians 
to coerced confessions since 2016, these particular cases 
o�er representative examples of the regime’s targets and 
of IRIB’s strategies and tactics.
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http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/spl/hi/middle_east/03/iran_power/html/guardian_council.stm
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�e �rst eight case studies are organized chronologically, 
according to when IRIB aired each one. �ree case 
studies involve forced, false confessions by members of 
minority religious and ethnic groups; these examples 
demonstrate how IRIB demonizes entire minority 
communities by exploiting selected scapegoats. 
�ree other cases illustrate how the regime vili�es the 
United States, Israel, and other countries by targeting 
dual-nationals and presenting them as spies. One case 
exempli�es the regime’s treatment of political prisoners 
who are outspoken about their abuse in prison. Another 
case involves two participants in White Wednesday, a 
movement critical of compulsory hijabs, whose personal 
lives were exploited on Iranian television. 

�e �nal study illuminates the brutal treatment of 
Iran’s prisoners in detention, and outlines why Ottawa, 
in particular, should take action against the regime in 
support of Canada’s own permanent resident.

57. “Kaveh (Abubakr) Shari�,” Abdorrahman Boroumand Center for Human Rights in Iran, accessed February 3, 2020. (https://www.
iranrights.org/memorial/story/-8033/kaveh-abubakr-shari�)

Kaveh (Abubakr) Shari�

Kaveh Shari�, also known as Abubakr, was a religious 
Sunni Kurd living in the Golshan neighborhood 
of Sanandaj, one of the capitals of Iran’s Kurdistan 
province.57 In 2007, Shiite preachers began making 
defamatory statements about Sunnis. In response, 
Sunni youth from Kurdish provinces held classes to 
raise awareness and defend their religious beliefs. �ey 
also distributed books and CDs that documented anti-
Sunni rhetoric. 

�is campaign grew, and between 2009 and 2011, 
intelligence o�cials cracked down on the Sunni 
Kurdish minority. Amidst armed confrontations and 
assassinations, members of the regime’s intelligence 
apparatus arrested hundreds of Sunni men in Kurdistan 
Province, accusing them of being extremists associated 

NameName Date of Arrest(s)Date of Arrest(s)
Date False Date False 
Confession AiredConfession Aired

Status Status (As of February 12, 2020)(As of February 12, 2020)

Kaveh (Abubakr) Sharifi September 24, 2009 August 3, 2016 Executed

Xiyue Wang August 7, 2016 November 25, 2017 Released in prisoner exchange

Ahmadreza Djalali April 24, 2016 December 17, 2017 Sentenced to death

Mohammad Salas Babajani February 19, 2018 February 19, 2018 Executed

Houshmand Alipour August 3, 2018 August 9, 2019 Sentenced to death

Mohammad Ostadghader August 3, 2018 August 9, 2019 Sentenced to 11 years

Niloufar Bayani January 24, 2018 -- Sentenced to 6–10 years

Esmail Bakhshi
November 18, 2018

January 20, 2019
January 19, 2019 Released on bail

Sepideh Gholian

November 18, 2018

October 26, 2019

November 16, 2019

January 19, 2019 Released on bail

Mariam and Martin Amiri Date unknown August 22, 2019 Sentenced to 15 years

Saeed Malekpour October 4, 2008 Date unknown Escaped back to Canada

https://www.iranrights.org/memorial/story/-8033/kaveh-abubakr-sharifi
https://www.iranrights.org/memorial/story/-8033/kaveh-abubakr-sharifi
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with al-Qaeda, ISIS, and the like, though no evidence 
supported this.

On September 24, 2009, while Shari� was walking 
from his sister’s home to a mosque for morning prayers, 
agents of the Sanandaj Information Administration 
blindfolded and arrested him.58 Four months later, his 
family learned of his incarceration, and in late January 
2010, they visited him at the Sanandaj Information 
Administration detention center. In an interview with 
the Abdorrahmen Boroumand Foundation, a trusted 
source revealed that he was held by his arms during 
the visit because he could not walk; the guards had 
beaten the soles of his feet. He endured severe torture 
while in detention, causing frequent internal bleeding 
in his stomach.59

Over the next four years, Shari� was denied access to 
an attorney, seldom saw his family, was transferred 
to two other prisons, and was frequently held in 
solitary con�nement.60 

Along with other Sunni detainees, Shari� secretly 
recorded himself inside prison on a mobile phone and 
posted the recording to social media. He reported that 
MOI o�cials ordered him to memorize six pages of 
text containing his forced confession. “�ey even told 
me how I should move my hands and keep a happy 
face so that no one would suspect I was held in solitary 
con�nement or ill-treated,” he said. Shari� confessed 

58. Amnesty International, Press Release, “Iran: Macabre Propaganda Videos Feature Forced ‘Confessions’ of Executed Sunni Men,” 
November 17, 2016. (https://www.amnesty.org/en/press-releases/2016/11/iran-macabre-propaganda-videos-feature-forced-confessions-of-
executed-sunni-men)
59. “Kaveh (Abubakr) Shari�,” Abdorrahman Boroumand Center for Human Rights in Iran, accessed February 3, 2020. (https://www.
iranrights.org/memorial/story/-8033/kaveh-abubakr-shari�)
60. “Kave Shari� Transferred to a Hospital after a Heart Attack,” Human Rights Activists News Agency, August 2, 2016. (https://www.
en-hrana.org/kave-shari�-transferred-hospital-heart-attack?hilite=%27Shari�%27)
61. Amnesty International, Press Release, “Iran: Macabre Propaganda Videos Feature Forced ‘Confessions’ of Executed Sunni Men,” 
November 17, 2016. (https://www.amnesty.org/en/press-releases/2016/11/iran-macabre-propaganda-videos-feature-forced-confessions-of-
executed-sunni-men)
62. “Dozens of Sunni Prisoners Executed in Rajai Shahr Prison in Karaj; Additional Information,” Human Rights Activists News Agency, 
August 3, 2016. (https://www.en-hrana.org/dozens-sunni-prisoners-executed-rajai-shahr-prison-karaj-additional-information)

to crimes he never committed, both during o�-camera 
interrogations and on-camera interviews.61

Nearly �ve years after his arrest, Shari� and four others 
stood trial in Branch 28 of the Tehran Revolutionary 
Court, presided by Judge Mohammad Moghisseh. 
�ey were charged with the crime of “waging war 
against God.” Shari� faced the additional charge 
of “possession of a �rearm and participation in the 
attack against the Revolutionary Guards military 
base.” �ey were accused of being members of a 
�ctitious extremist group called Towhid and Jihad 
(“Unity and Jihad”), which the MOI had fabricated 
after the Sunni Kurds’ arrests in 2009. 

According to the Kurdistan Province Judiciary, 
the forced confessions from the interrogations and 
interviews were used as evidence. �e trial, which lasted 
less than 10 minutes, concluded with a death sentence 
for all �ve defendants. On February 1, 2014, Branch 
32 of Iran’s Supreme Court upheld the death sentences.

On August 2, 2016, while Shari� was still hospitalized 
from a heart attack he su�ered the day prior, he was 
taken to a solitary con�nement cell. A day later, Shari� 
and 24 others accused of being members of Towhid 
and Jihad were hanged at Raja’i Shahr Prison.62

On the day of the executions, IRIB’s Kurdistan 
Province branch broadcast Shari�’s and other Sunni 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/press-releases/2016/11/iran-macabre-propaganda-videos-feature-forced-confessions-of-executed-sunni-men
https://www.amnesty.org/en/press-releases/2016/11/iran-macabre-propaganda-videos-feature-forced-confessions-of-executed-sunni-men
https://www.iranrights.org/memorial/story/-8033/kaveh-abubakr-sharifi
https://www.iranrights.org/memorial/story/-8033/kaveh-abubakr-sharifi
https://www.en-hrana.org/kave-sharifi-transferred-hospital-heart-attack?hilite=%27Sharifi%27
https://www.en-hrana.org/kave-sharifi-transferred-hospital-heart-attack?hilite=%27Sharifi%27
https://www.amnesty.org/en/press-releases/2016/11/iran-macabre-propaganda-videos-feature-forced-confessions-of-executed-sunni-men
https://www.amnesty.org/en/press-releases/2016/11/iran-macabre-propaganda-videos-feature-forced-confessions-of-executed-sunni-men
https://www.en-hrana.org/dozens-sunni-prisoners-executed-rajai-shahr-prison-karaj-additional-information


Page 17

Torture TV: �e Case for Sanctions on the Islamic Republic of Iran’s State-Run Media

Kurds’ coerced confessions in a �ve-part program called 
Terror and Tak�r.63 

In part one, the program identi�ed Shari� as the 
commander of Towhid and Jihad. In his false 
confession, Shari� recited the six pages of text MOI 
o�cials instructed him to memorize. He was also 
forced to say that Towhid and Jihad falsely blamed the 
Iranian government for Sunni casualties of the group’s 
terror operations.

In part two, Shari� discussed purported plans to 
assassinate a Shiite judge, again from a text prepared 
by his captors. In part �ve, Shari� explained his fake 
group’s philosophy. He said all who oppose the group, 
including ordinary people, are considered in�dels and 
targets of its terror operations.64 

In a November 2016 press release, Amnesty International 
said, “By parading death row prisoners on national TV, 
the authorities are blatantly attempting to convince the 
public of their ‘guilt,’ but they cannot mask the disturbing 
truth that the executed men were convicted of vague and 
broadly de�ned o�ences and sentenced to death after 
grossly unfair trials.”65

63. According to Amnesty International, Kaveh Veysee, Shahram Ahmadi, and Edris Nemati also gave a coerced 
confession in the same broadcast. Amnesty International, Press Release, “Iran: Macabre Propaganda Videos Feature 
Forced ‘Confessions’ of Executed Sunni Men,” November 17, 2016. (https://www.amnesty.org/en/press-releases/2016/11/
iran-macabre-propaganda-videos-feature-forced-confessions-of-executed-sunni-men)
�Documentary on Terror and Tak)مستند تکفیر و ترور “ .64r),” IRIB News Agency (Iran), August 3, 2019. (http://www.iribnews.ir/fa/
news/1238707/مستند-تکفیر-و-ترور)
65. Amnesty International, Press Release, “Iran: Macabre Propaganda Videos Feature Forced ‘Confessions’ of Executed Sunni Men,” 
November 17, 2016. (https://www.amnesty.org/en/press-releases/2016/11/iran-macabre-propaganda-videos-feature-forced-confessions-of-
executed-sunni-men/)
66. United Nations Human Rights Council, “Opinions adopted by the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention at its eighty-second session, 
20-24 August 2018,” September 21, 2018, paragraphs 5–10, page 2. (https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/
Session82/A_HRC_WGAD_2018_52.pdf ); Laura Secor, “Her Husband Was a Princeton Graduate Student. �en He Was Taken Prisoner 
in Iran,” �e New York Times, July 10, 2018. (https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/10/magazine/american-civilian-hostages-in-iran.html)

 
Screenshots from the IRIB program Terror and Tak�r. �e 
caption says the clip is of Shari� addressing a group of Kurdish 
university students.

Xiyue Wang

Xiyue Wang is a Chinese-born naturalized citizen of 
the United States and a Ph.D. candidate at Princeton 
University. His doctoral studies focused on local 
governance in Persia from 1880 to 1921. 

Wang sought to travel to Iran to study Farsi and 
bolster his research with primary source documents. 
In 2016, Wang secured authorization from both 
Princeton University and the regime to travel to the 
country twice. He was granted a student visa by the 
Iranian Ministry of Foreign A�airs. On May 1, 2016, 
Wang arrived in Iran for his second trip to continue his 
research. In July 2016, while Wang was sifting through 
historical, unclassi�ed documents with no relevance 
to Iranian national security, the Iranian Diplomatic 
Police, a branch of Iran’s national police, summoned 
him for questioning and interrogated him for four 
hours without a lawyer present.66 

“ �ey even told me how I should move my hands 
and keep a happy face so that no one would 
suspect I was held in solitary con�nement or 
ill-treated.”

https://www.amnesty.org/en/press-releases/2016/11/iran-macabre-propaganda-videos-feature-forced-confessions-of-executed-sunni-men
https://www.amnesty.org/en/press-releases/2016/11/iran-macabre-propaganda-videos-feature-forced-confessions-of-executed-sunni-men
http://www.iribnews.ir/fa/news/1238707/مستند-تکفیر-و-ترور
http://www.iribnews.ir/fa/news/1238707/مستند-تکفیر-و-ترور
https://www.amnesty.org/en/press-releases/2016/11/iran-macabre-propaganda-videos-feature-forced-confessions-of-executed-sunni-men/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/press-releases/2016/11/iran-macabre-propaganda-videos-feature-forced-confessions-of-executed-sunni-men/
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session82/A_HRC_WGAD_2018_52.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session82/A_HRC_WGAD_2018_52.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/10/magazine/american-civilian-hostages-in-iran.html
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On August 7, 2016, the Diplomatic Police arrested Wang 
at his apartment and sent him to Evin Prison. Wang 
was held in solitary con�nement for 18 days and had 
no access to a lawyer until September 13. Five months 
later, Branch 15 of the Revolutionary Court o�cially 
charged Wang with espionage and collaborating with 
the “hostile State” (that is, the United States).67 On 
April 29, 2017, the Revolutionary Court found Wang 
guilty and sentenced him to 10 years in prison. Wang’s 
lawyer �led an appeal, but on August 14, 2017, Branch 
54 of the Revolutionary Court denied it.68

Wang described to his family how he su�ered in 
prison. Wang revealed to them that he lost weight and 
su�ered from “chest pain, severe back pain, fever, rash, 
headaches, vomiting, stomach aches, severe tooth pain, 
foot injuries, arthritis, constipation, insomnia, and 
diarrhea.” He told his family that he did not see 

67. United Nations Human Rights Council, “Opinions adopted by the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention at its eighty-second 
session, 20-24 August 2018,” September 21, 2018, paragraphs 11–14, page 3. (https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/
Opinions/Session82/A_HRC_WGAD_2018_52.pdf )
68. Ibid., paragraph 16, page 3.
69. Ibid., paragraph 18, page 4.
70. Ibid., paragraph 22, page 4.
71. Ali Javid, “Iran IRIB2 report U.S Xiyue Wang, spying, sneaking documents,” YouTube, November 25, 2017. (https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=OxfLkREJlwQ&sns=em%5Byoutube.com)
72. United Nations Human Rights Council, “Reporter of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic 
of Iran,” March 5, 2018, paragraph 56, page 13. (https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session37/Documents/A_
HRC_37_68.docx)
73. “Forced Confessions,” IranWire, October 6, 2015. (https://iranwire.com/en/features/948); “Roxana Saberi On Her Imprisonment In 
Iran,” NPR, May 28, 2009. (https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=104612989)

sunlight for weeks at a time and frequently battled 
suicidal thoughts and depression.69

After solitary con�nement, Wang was placed in a series 
of dirty and overcrowded cells where he had to sleep on 
a 20-square-meter �oor with up to 25 other prisoners. 
Some of his cellmates were members of the Taliban, 
who beat and threatened to kill him. Despite numerous 
requests from the Swiss Embassy and Wang’s lawyer 
in Iran, Wang was denied medical treatment outside 
of the prison.70 

In November 2017, IRIB Channel 2 ran a six-minute 
program on Wang that included his forced confession.71 
Asma Jahangir, then the UN special rapporteur on the 
situation of human rights in Iran, con�rmed that “a 
State television channel aired an apparent ‘confession’ 
which is understood to have been coerced.”72 Wang joins 
Washington Post reporter Jason Rezaian and freelance 
journalist Roxana Saberi on the list of American citizens 
the Islamic regime has imprisoned and forced to falsely 
confess – Saberi in 2009 and Rezaian in 2014.73

Wang spoke English when he appeared on the program. 
He did not say anything explicitly self-incriminating; 
rather, he only described his academic work and its 
importance. �e producers used bits and pieces of this 
interview, often cutting his sentences short and then 
�lling in the blanks themselves to paint Wang as a CIA 
agent. His sentence fragments were interspersed with 
pictures of the CIA seal and footage of Princeton 

“ Wang spoke English when he appeared on the 
program. He did not say anything explicitly 
self-incriminating; rather, he only described 
his academic work and its importance. �e 
producers used bits and pieces of this interview, 
often cutting his sentences short and then 
�lling in the blanks themselves to paint Wang 
as a CIA agent.”

https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session82/A_HRC_WGAD_2018_52.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session82/A_HRC_WGAD_2018_52.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OxfLkREJlwQ&sns=em%5Byoutube.com
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https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session37/Documents/A_HRC_37_68.docx
https://iranwire.com/en/features/948
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students walking across campus as “ominous music 
suggesting villainy thrummed in the background,” �e 
Washington Post reported.74 

On December 7, 2019, Tehran released Wang from 
prison as part of a prisoner exchange with the United 
States. He returned safely to his family.75 

Screenshots from IRIB TV2’s program on Xiyue Wang (top), 
which attempts to paint Wang as a CIA opperative.

74. Carol Morello, “Iran’s new videos of U.S., British prisoners show Tehran angling for in�uence,” �e Washington Post, November 27, 
2017. (https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/irans-new-videos-of-us-british-prisoners-show-tehran-angling-for-
in�uence/2017/11/27/ec28643c-d39c-11e7-95bf-df7c19270879_story.html?noredirect=on)
75. Michael Lipin, Farhad Pouladi, and Ramesh R., “Trump �anks Iran for Freeing Chinese American in Prisoner Swap,” Voice of America, 
December 7, 2019. (https://www.voanews.com/middle-east/voa-news-iran/trump-thanks-iran-freeing-chinese-american-prisoner-swap)
76. Lydia Smith, “Ahmadreza Djalali: Sweden grants citizenship to academic facing death penalty in Iran,” �e Independent (UK), February 
17, 2018. (https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/iranian-academic-ahmadreza-djalali-death-sentence-granted-swedish-
citizenship-a8215686.html)
77. ”Ahmadreza Djalali,” United Against a Nuclear Iran, accessed February 3, 2020. (https://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/people/
ahmadreza-djalali)
78. Michele Catanzaro, “Iranian scientist to go on trial for espionage,” Nature, August 2, 2017. (https://www.nature.com/news/
iranian-scientist-to-go-on-trial-for-espionage-1.22384)
79. “Tehran nuclear scientist Massoud Ali-Mohammadi killed by bomb; Iran blames U.S., Israel for attack,” Reuters, January 12, 2010. 
(https://www.nydailynews.com/news/world/tehran-nuclear-scientist-massoud-ali-mohammadi-killed-bomb-iran-blames-u-s-israel-attack-
article-1.462150); “Iranian nuclear scientist killed in motorcycle attack” BBC (UK), November 29, 2010. (https://www.bbc.com/news/
world-middle-east-11860928)

Ahmadreza Djalali 

Ahmadreza Djalali is an Iranian-born physician 
specializing in emergency medicine. Djalali lived in 
Sweden and lectured at the Karolinska Institute, a 
medical university from which he received a Ph.D. in 
disaster medicine.76 

In April 2016, when he travelled to Iran at the 
invitation of the University of Tehran to lecture on 
disaster relief, agents of Iran’s MOI arrested Djalali.77 
�e regime accused Djalali of collaborating with Israel 
between 2010 and 2012 to assassinate Iranian nuclear 
scientists.78 �e then-prosecutor of Tehran, Abbas 
Jafari Dolatabadi, charged Djalali with “collaborating 
with a hostile government,” claiming Djalali sent the 
Mossad names and information on more than 30 
Iranian nuclear and military scientists. 

Without evidence, Dolatabadi alleged that the 
information enabled the murders of two Iranian 
nuclear scientists in 2010, Massoud Ali Mohammadi 
and Majid Shahriari.79

After his arrest, Djalali spent three months in solitary 
con�nement and seven months without access to 
a lawyer. On October 21, 2017, Branch 15 of the 
Revolutionary Court in Tehran found Djalali guilty 
and sentenced him to death. �e Iranian Ministry 
of Justice’s news outlet, Mizan Online, labeled him a 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/irans-new-videos-of-us-british-prisoners-show-tehran-angling-for-influence/2017/11/27/ec28643c-d39c-11e7-95bf-df7c19270879_story.html?noredirect=on
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“Mossad agent.”80 On December 5, 2017, the Supreme 
Court upheld Djalali’s death sentence. 

On December 17, 2017, Djalali’s forced confession 
aired on Islamic Republic of Iran News Network 
(IRINN), an IRIB news program based in Tehran.81 
In a 17-minute pseudo-documentary called Axed 
from the Roots, Djalali told a false story about meeting 
“�omas,” a supposed Mossad agent who introduced 
himself as an employee of a European company that 
later hired Djalali. �e narrator said that “Mossad 
agents” including “�omas” asked Djalali to divulge 
information on Iran’s nuclear program and its scientists.

Under duress, Djalali continued to tell the false story, 
describing the protocol for his meetings with Mossad 
agents, and the documentary purported to show 
footage of one of these meetings. �e narrator claimed 
that Djalali met with these “agents” more than 50 times 
and expected citizenship in an unspeci�ed Western 
European country as a reward.82 

In December 2017, Djalali’s wife, Vida Mehrannia, 
who lives in Sweden with their two children, told the 
New York-based Center for Human Rights in Iran:

80. Bozorgmehr Sharafedin, “Iran sentences ‘Mossad agent’ to death over scientist killings,” Reuters, October 24, 2017. (https://www.
reuters.com/article/us-iran-nuclear-court/iran-sentences-mossad-agent-to-death-over-scientist-killings-idUSKBN1CT1XU); “Iran Supreme 
Court Upholds Ahmadreza Djalali’s Death Sentence, Shows Utter Contempt for Right to Life,” �e Iran Observer, December 2017. 
(https://www.iranobserver.org/iran-supreme-court-upholds-ahmadreza-djalalis-death-sentence-shows-utter-contempt-for-right-to-life/)
 .Tabnak (Iran), December 17, 2017 ”,(Investigation into the spying case of Ahmadreza Jalali) بررسی جزییات پرونده جاسوسی احمدرضا جلالی“ .81
(https://www.tabnak.ir/fa/news/756335/بررسی-جزییات-پرونده-جاسوسی-احمدرضا-جلالی); U.S. Director of National Intelligence, Open Source Center, 
“Structure of Iran’s State-Run TV IRIB,” December 16, 2009. (https://fas.org/irp/dni/osc/iran-tv.pdf )
82. Ali Javid, “Iran confessions of Ahmad Reza Jalali, Israel Mossad spy,” YouTube, December 18, 2017. (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=79Eg0qGnBPI)
83. “Iran’s State TV Aired Forced Confession of Ahmadreza Djalali Because He Refused to Spy for Iran,” Center for Human Rights in Iran, December 
20, 2017. (https://iranhumanrights.org/2017/12/irans-state-tv-aired-forced-confession-of-ahmadreza-djalali-because-he-refused-to-spy-for-iran/)
84. “Ahmad Reza Jalali says his television confessions are not valid,” BBC Persian (UK), December 19, 2017. (https://www.bbc.com/
persian/iran-42420138)
85. “Swedish Resident Facing Death Penalty: I Was Imprisoned For Refusing to Spy For Iran’s Intelligence Ministry,” Center for Human 
Rights in Iran, October 25, 2017. (https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2017/10/swedish-resident-facing-death-penalty-i-was-imprisoned-for-
refusing-to-spy-for-irans-intelligence-ministry/)
86. United Nations O�ce of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, “UN rights experts urge Iran to annul the death sentence against 
Ahmadreza Djalali,” February 9, 2018. (https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22645&LangID=E)
87. Lydia Smith, “Ahmadreza Djalali: Sweden grants citizenship to academic facing death,” �e Independent (UK), February 17, 
2018. (https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/iranian-academic-ahmadreza-djalali-death-sentence-granted-swedish-
citizenship-a8215686.html)

After being held in solitary con�nement for the �rst 
three months of his detention, they threatened to 
kill his kids in Sweden and let him die in prison 
without telling anyone if he didn’t cooperate… 
It’s obvious from the video that Ahmadreza is not 
acting normal. At the time, he was under so much 
psychological pressure that he was given pills. �at’s 
why he slurred his words in some places and was 
told to repeat his sentences. �is interview was 
recorded under pressure and was not aired in full.83

�at same month, BBC Persian aired an audio �le 
released by Djalali’s in which Djalali denied the forced 
confessions and explained that he was recorded in 
prison while his psychological condition was poor. 
He also said he was promised freedom in exchange for 
falsely confessing on camera.84 In an undated letter sent 
from Evin Prison, Djalali wrote that the real reason for 
his incarceration was his refusal to spy for the MOI.85 

�e UN O�ce of the High Commissioner on Human 
Rights repeatedly called on Iran to annul Djalali’s 
death sentence and allow him a fair trial “in line with 
international standards.”86 On February 17, 2018, the 
Swedish government granted Djalali citizenship in an 
e�ort to improve the chances of his release.87 
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Last year, Amnesty International issued an open letter 
to the prosecutor general of Tehran, Ali Alghasi Mehr, 
describing Djalali’s poor physical condition. He had 
lost 53 pounds and had a low white blood cell count. 
�e letter called on the regime to provide Djalali with 
appropriate medical care.88

Authorities transferred Djalali from Evin Prison to an 
undisclosed location on July 29, 2019. As of February 
5, 2020, he remains on death row.89

 
Screenshot of Ahmadreza Djalali making a forced confession 
in the IRIB-produced Axed from the Roots (left). An undated 
photo of Djalali from prison (right).90

88. “Amnesty Calls On Iran To Provide Medical Care For Ailing Scientist In Jail,” Radio Farda, May 18, 2019 (https://en.radiofarda.com/a/
amnesty-calls-on-iran-to-provide-medical-care-for-ailing-scientist-in-jail/29949367.html)
89.“Swedish-Iranian Scientist on Death Row Unexpectedly Moved to Undisclosed Location,” Center for Human Rights in Iran, August 
6, 2019. (https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2019/08/swedish-iranian-scientist-on-death-row-unexpectedly-moved-to-undisclosed-
location/); “Iran: Release Dr. Ahmadreza Djalali,” Scholars at Risk Network, September 5, 2019. (https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/2019/09/
iran-release-dr-ahmadreza-djalali/)
90.. “Grim Photo of Swedish Resident Imprisoned in Iran Surfaces Amid Heightened Concerns For His Life,” Center for Human Rights in 
Iran, May 3, 2018. (https://iranhumanrights.org/2018/05/grim-photo-of-swedish-resident-imprisoned-in-iran-surfaces-amid-heightened-
concerns-for-his-life/)
91. Aida Ghajar, “Who are the Gonabandi Su�s?” IranWire, February 13, 2018. (https://iranwire.com/en/features/5164)
92. Loes Witschge, “Iran’s Gonabadi Dervishes: A ‘long history’ of persecution,” Al Jazeera (Qatar), February 27, 2018. (https://www.
aljazeera.com/indepth/features/iran-gonabadi-dervishes-long-history-persecution-180227193000395.html)
93. Golnaz Esfandiari, “Clashes Highlight Tensions Between Dervishes And Iran’s Establishment,” Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 
February 20, 2018. (https://www.rferl.org/a/iran-dervhishes-su�-explainer-tabandeh/29051140.html)
94. “For Mohammad Salas, a Retrial is the Least Iran’s Judiciary Can Do,” Human Rights and Democracy for Iran, May 17, 2018. (https://
www.iranrights.org/newsletter/issue/89)
 BBC ”,(Gonabadi Dervishes and Con�ict with the Government of Iran; Timeline) دراویش گنابادی و کشمکش با حکومت ایران؛ گاهشمار“ .95
Persian (UK), February 20, 2018. (https://www.bbc.com/persian/iran-features-43125911)
96. “For Mohammad Salas, a Retrial is the Least Iran’s Judiciary Can Do,” Human Rights and Democracy for Iran, May 17, 2018. (https://
www.iranrights.org/newsletter/issue/89)
97. “Mohammadrez Salas Babajani,” Human Rights and Democracy for Iran, accessed February 3, 2020. (https://www.iranrights.org/
memorial/story/-8267/mohammadreza-salas-babajani)

Mohammad Salas Babajani

Su� Gonabandi dervishes are followers of Shiite Islam 
and a religious minority in Iran. Dervishes describe 
themselves as rejecters of violence, politics, and 
wealth; they aspire to promote austerity, peace, and 
equality. �ey believe that through mystical practices 
and adherence to Sharia, they can achieve truth and a 
connection with God.91

Since Mahmoud Ahmadinejad became president of 
Iran in 2005, the Islamist regime has routinely arrested 
Su� Gonabandi dervishes and targeted their homes and 
places of worship.92 �e regime has sentenced dervishes 
to lashes, prison, and exile.93 

In February 2018, amidst fears that the Basij militia 
would arrest their spiritual leader, Noor Ali Tabandeh, 
Gonabandi dervishes surrounded his home in Tehran to 
protect him.94 On February 19, riot police and members 
of the Basij confronted the dervishes, arresting more than 
300 and injuring dozens.95 During these confrontations, a 
bus struck and killed three members of the Basij militia.96 

�e individuals the Basij arrested included Mohammad 
Salas Babajani.97 Hours later, while lying on a hospital 
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bed, still in pain from head injuries sustained during 
his arrest, Salas was forced to falsely confess to driving 
the bus that killed the Basij members.98 

Salas described himself becoming angry and losing 
control in a moment of passion. “I give my condolences,” 
he said. “What’s happened has happened. I’m going 
to be executed; what can I do? I’ve got two kids. I’ve 
my whole life to be successful. Let them execute me: 
what can I do?”

�is forced confession was uploaded to Iran’s domestic 
video-sharing service, Aparat, by what appears to be 
a third party una�liated with the Islamist regime.99 
�ough Aparat is not o�cially a�liated with IRIB, the 
regime plays a role in monitoring the site and censoring 
any content deemed illegal.100

In March 2018, Branch 9 of Tehran’s Province Criminal 
Court One tried Salas for the killings. Salas’ false 
confession was the only evidence discussed in court. 
At his �nal court session, presided by Mohammadi 
Kashkuli, Salas �nally had an attorney of his choosing. 
He retracted his forced confessions and explained that 
he was coerced into making them. He stressed that he 
was apprehended by the Basij before the bus collision 
and therefore could not have been the assailant.101 

�e court did not summon witnesses prepared to 
corroborate Salas’ claims. �ough Salas’ lawyer, 
Zeynab Taheri, told the judge she had new, exculpatory 
evidence, the judge did not order an investigation into 

�A clip from discussions with Mohammad Salas, who ran over o) کلیپ حرف های محمد ثلاث، که ماموران ناجا را زیر گرفت“ .98cers from NAJA),” 
Aparat, February 19, 2018. (https://www.aparat.com/v/KdcvW)
99. Ibid.
100. Collin Anderson, “How Iran Is Building Its Censorship-Friendly Domestic Internet,” Wired, September 23, 2016. (https://www.wired.
com/2016/09/how-iran-is-building-its-censorship-friendly-domestic-internet)
101. “For Mohammad Salas, a Retrial is the Least Iran’s Judiciary Can Do,” Human Rights and Democracy for Iran, May 17, 2018. (https://
www.iranrights.org/newsletter/issue/89)
102. Ibid.
103. “Mohammadrez Salas Babajani,” Human Rights and Democracy for Iran, accessed February 3, 2020. (https://www.iranrights.org/
memorial/story/-8267/mohammadreza-salas-babajani)
104. “Iran Executes Gonabadi Su�,” Iran Wire, June 18, 2018. (https://iranwire.com/en/features/5360)
� + Quick confessions of Mohammad Salas in Court) اعترافات صریح محمد ثلاث در دادگاه + فیلم“ .105lm),” Mizan Online News Agency (Iran), 
June 18, 2018. (https://www.mizanonline.com/fa/news/428402/اعترافات-صریح-محمد-ثلاث-در-دادگاه-فیلم)

this evidence. No forensic investigation was conducted 
into the �ngerprints on the steering wheel of the bus, 
even though doing so would have exonerated Salas.102

On March 19, 2018, Branch 9 of Tehran Province 
Criminal Court One sentenced Salas to one year in 
prison, 74 lashes, and death. On April 15, 2018, Branch 
39 of the Supreme Court upheld this sentence, and the 
head of Iran’s judiciary con�rmed this decision.103

Salas’ lawyer released an audio on May 22, 2018, in 
which Salas denied killing anyone, saying, “I was not 
the driver of the bus that killed those people. I am not 
a killer. I cannot even kill an ant… �e police have 
fabricated all of this.”104

On June 18, 2018, a video featuring Salas titled �e 
Face of Justice was archived on Mizan Online, the news 
outlet of Iran’s Ministry of Justice.105 In it, Salas falsely 
confessed in court that he drove the bus and cedes a 
history of drug abuse and disturbing public order. 

�e video also showed family members of the three dead 
Basij members in court asking for a death sentence. 
�e narrator claimed Salas said in court he was in love 
with the idea of execution and that the deaths of the 
three Basij members were the will of God. �e video, 
however, did not provide evidence of Salas making 
these comments. At its conclusion, the documentary 
portrayed foreign-based human rights organizations 
and media as having misrepresented the case. �e �lm 
did not mention any organizations by name.
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After �e Face of Justice aired, Salas’ daughter told 
Oslo-based Iran Human Rights (IHR), “He was 
tortured before and after the arrest. �ey broke his 
�nger after the �rst trial when he denied the allegations 
of deliberately killing police o�cers.”106

Salas was hanged on June 18, 2018, at Raja’i Shahr 
Prison, in the city of Karaj.107

 
Screenshots of Salas’ forced confession uploaded to Aparat, 
extracted hours after his arrest on February 19, 2018.

Screenshot from �e Face of Justice. Here, the video includes 
footage from one of Salas’ earlier court appearances, during 
which he delivered a false, coerced confession.

106. “Family of Mohammad Salas to Pay �eir Last Visit Before His Execution,” Iran Human Rights, June 17, 2018. (https://iranhr.net/en/
articles/3348/)
107. “Mohammadrez Salas Babajani,” Human Rights and Democracy for Iran, accessed February 3, 2020. (https://www.iranrights.org/
memorial/story/-8267/mohammadreza-salas-babajani)
108. “Update on Kurdish Citizens in IRGC Intelligence Detention,” Human Rights Activists News Agency, November 2, 2018. (https://
www.en-hrana.org/update-on-kurdish-citizens-in-irgc-intelligence-detention)
109. “Urgent Action: Iranian Kurds Forced To Make TV ‘Confession,’” Amnesty International, September 10, 2018. (https://www.amnesty.
org/download/Documents/MDE1390542018ENGLISH.pdf )
 Human Rights Activists ”,(Lack of information on arrest of two citizens from Saqqez)بی خبری از وضعیت دو شهروند بازداشت شده در سقز “ .110
News Agency, August 2018. (https://www.hra-news.org/2018/hranews/a-16743); Wladimir van Wilgenburg, “Iran arrest two Peshmerga 
�ghters after armed attack in Saqqez,” Kurdistan 24 (Iraq), August 8, 2018. (https://www.kurdistan24.net/en/
news/69454c10-ed3c-44df-bfdc-20618213ea59)
 Father of Houshmand Alipour: My son and Mohammad) پدر هوشمند علی پور: پسرم و محمد استادقادر تحت بدترین شکنجه ها قرار گرفتند“ .111
Ostadghader endured the worst of tortures),” Iran Human Rights, August 27, 2018. (https://iranhr.net/fa/articles/3449)
 Breaking News: Confessions of) خبرفوری/تازه ترین اعترافات کادرهای دستگیر شده گروهک تروریستی حزب آزادی کردستان«پاک«+تصاویر و اسناد“ .112
the terrorist group Free Party of Kurdistan),”Akam News (Iran), August 9, 2019. (https://www.akamnews.com/article/
(خبرفوریتازه-ترین-اعترافات-کادرهای-دستگیر-شده-گروهک-تروریستی-حزب-آزادی-کردستانپاکتصاویر-و

Houshmand Alipour and  
Mohammad Ostadghader

Houshmand Alipour and Mohammad Ostadghader 
are Iranian-Kurdish friends from northwest Iran near 
the Iraqi border. Alipour is from Sardasht, while 
Ostadghader lives in Saqqez.108 Alipour’s family cedes 
that both Alipour and Ostadghader are members of the 
Kurdish Freedom Party (PAK) but do not participate in 
the party’s violent activities. Rather, the family says, the 
two raise awareness about PAK among Iranian Kurds 
and engage in strictly political activities.109 �ere is no 
independent veri�cation of this claim.

Alipour and Ostadghader were arrested on August 3, 
2018, in connection with an attack on a police station 
in Saqqez earlier that day.110 Ostadghader was shot in 
the leg during his arrest. He did not receive any medical 
care for his injury. On August 9, PAK issued a statement 
claiming responsibility for that attack, noting that 
Alipour and Ostadghader did not take part. Rather, 
PAK sent them to the scene to rescue injured PAK 
members. Upon doing so, the two were arrested.111 

On August 9, Akam News, an MOI-a�liated outlet, 
reported that a Kurdish “terrorist team” had been 
apprehended. �e article included a video of Alipour 
and Ostadghader falsely confessing to committing 
previous crimes and intending to commit more.112 
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�e two men were forced to say on camera that the United 
States lied about training Kurds to �ght the Islamic 
State, when it actually trained them to commit acts of 
terror within Iran.113 No evidence besides this forced 
confession suggests Iran was the focus of this training.

On the same day as the publication of the Akam News 
article, the video-sharing site Aparat uploaded another 
video featuring Alipour and Ostadghader.114 �eir faces 
are blurred, the audio does not correspond with the 
video, and the rhythm of their voices suggests they likely 
read from a written statement. �e audio playing over 
the footage said Alipour went to Saqquez as part of a 
team with orders from PAK to strike a security facility. 
When Ostadghader appeared on screen, the audio 
alleged he targeted intelligence personnel with grenades 
and �rearms. It is not clear in either case whether the 
voice is that of the victim or of an IRIB narrator. 

Alipour’s father told IHR he had not been permitted 
to communicate with his son in detention. However, 
Houshmand Alipour was able to brie�y speak with 
Hejar Alipour, his brother, while detained at the 
Intelligence O�ce in Sanandaj.

“Under torture,” Hejar wrote in an open letter to 
human rights groups, “they have been forced to falsely 
implicate themselves, thus validating national security 
charges being levied against them… �e extraction 
of confessions under violent torture, the broadcasting 
of those confessions[,] … the refusal to allow contact 
with attorneys or families, and denying visitation, are 

113. Ibid.
Aparat, August 9, 2018. (https://www.aparat.com/v/JuAFM) ”,(Confessions of two arrested terrorists) اعترافات دو تروریست دستگیر شده“ .114
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hranews/a-19848); Wladimir van Wilgenburg, “Amnesty fears two Kurds in Iran could face death penalty,” Kurdistan 24 (Iraq), September 
11, 2018. (https://www.kurdistan24.net/en/news/a03a5a5c-5e87-4f9e-bf0f-e481a289a341)
118. “Iran Sentences Kurd Political Prisoner Houshmand Alipour to Death,” Iran Human Rights Monitor, January 2, 2020. (https://iran-
hrm.com/index.php/2020/01/02/iran-sentences-kurd-political-prisoner-houshmand-alipour-to-death/)
119. “Kurdish Iran Man Sentenced to Death After ‘Unfair’ Trial,” Radio Farda, January 24, 2020. (https://www.rferl.org/a/kurdish-iran-
man-sentenced-to-death-after-unfair-trial/30393429.html)

all violations of the basic rights of any prisoner … set 
forth by the Islamic Republic.”115

Hossein Ahmadniaz, the lawyer slated to represent the 
pair in court, told IHR on August 27, 2018, that Alipour 
and Ostadghader’s cases were tried at the �ird Investigate 
Branch of the Saqqez County Court. Ahmadniaz said 
they had been charged with “war against God,” a crime 
punishable by death.116 Reports from April 15, 2019, 
indicate that their cases were referred from Branch 2 of 
the Prosecutor’s O�ce to Branch 1 of the Revolutionary 
Court, both located in Sanandaj. �e courts relied on 
their forced confessions to determine their sentences.117 

On December 30, 2019, the Revolutionary Court in 
Sanandaj sentenced Alipour to death, plus 16 years 
in prison.118 On January 23, 2020, a report emerged 
that the same court sentenced Ostadghader to 11 
years in prison.119 

   
Screenshots of Alipour (left) and Ostadghader (right) falsely 
confessing in a video produced by IRIB and posted to Aparat.
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Niloufar Bayani 

Born and raised in Tehran, Niloufar Bayani earned 
degrees in biology and conservation from McGill 
University and Columbia University. She later joined 
the UN Environment Program (UNEP) in Geneva. 

In the summer of 2017, Bayani returned to Iran as a 
program manager for the Persian Wildlife Heritage 
Foundation (PWHF), an Iranian non-governmental 
organization. Eight PWHF colleagues traveled to 
Iran with Bayani.120 

Since its founding in 2008, PWHF had worked 
with Iran’s Department of the Environment. 
Representatives of the PWHF traveled to Iran to track 
the Asiatic Cheetah, an endangered species, using 
wildlife camera traps. 

On January 24, 2018, agents of the Intelligence 
Organization of the IRGC arrested Niloufar and 
her colleagues.121 �e IRGC accused them of using 
their camera traps to record classi�ed military 
information. It alleged they posed as conservationists 
to cover for espionage activity on behalf of the United 
States and Israel.122 

120. Her co-volunteers included Kavous Seyed-Emami, Houman Jowkar, Taher Ghadirian, Morad Tahbaz, Sepideh Kashani, Amir Hossein 
Khaleghi, Sam Rajabi, and Abdolreza Kouhpayeh.
121. Ali Alfoneh, “�e singular ordeal of Iran’s dual nationals,” �e Arab Weekly (UK), March 10, 2019. (https://thearabweekly.com/
singular-ordeal-irans-dual-nationals)
122. Erin Cunningham and Ben Guarino, “Environmentalists �lmed Iran’s vanishing cheetahs. Now they could be executed for spying,” 
�e Washington Post, August 25, 2019. (https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/environmentalists-�lmed-irans-vanishing-
cheetahs-now-they-could-be-executed-for-spying/2019/08/25/551f2aa8-be9b-11e9-a8b0-7ed8a0d5dc5d_story.html)
123. “Sons of Iranian Canadian Who Died in Evin Prison Sue State Broadcaster For Slander,” Iran Human Rights, July 19, 2018. (https://
www.iranhumanrights.org/2018/07/sons-of-iranian-canadian-who-died-in-evin-prison-sue-state-broadcaster-for-slander)
124. Maryam Sinaiee, “Rights Groups Urged EU To Act Against Iran Broadcaster For Televised ‘Forced Confessions,’” Radio 
Farda, January 30, 2020. (https://en.radiofarda.com/a/rights-groups-urge-eu-to-act-against-iran-broadcaster-for-televised-forced-
confessions-/30407143.html)
 .Kaleme, August 6, 2019 ”,(Letter from families of environmental activists in custody) نامه خانواده های فعالان محیط زیست در بازداشت“ .125
(https://www.kaleme.com/1397/05/09/klm-268022/?theme=fast)
126. @nikimahjoub, “یکی رد ،دنا هتفرگ رارق هجنکش دروم هدش تشادزاب یتسیز طیحم نالاعف زا یضعب تسا یکاح اه هدینش 
 هب و دننارگن اه هداوناخ ،هدوب دوهشم شا  ینیب رب یدوبک و مخز راثآ یرگید و هدوب هتسکش شنادند اه یتشادزاب زا یکی اه تاقالم زا
/One of those arrested had broken teeth and a bruise on the nose, his) دنتسین یناسر عالطا هب رضاح هتفرگ تروص یاهدیدهت لیلد
her family was worried but because of threats wouldn’t share information),” Twitter, June 22, 2018. (https://twitter.com/nikimahjoub/
status/1010149818705080320?s=21)

PWHF’s managing director, Kavous Seyed-Emami, 
a professor with Canadian citizenship, died in Evin 
Prison on February 9, 2018, two weeks after his arrest. 
Tehran’s prosecutor general claimed that Seyed-Emami 
committed suicide, but his colleagues and family reject 
this claim. Days later, IRIB’s 20:30 news program 
aired a video smearing Seyed-Emami as a spy for the 
United States and Israel.123 Seyed-Emami’s son, Ramin, 
revealed that IRIB journalist Ali Rezvani coerced 
Seyed-Emami’s wife to speak out against her husband 
for the program.124 

On July 31, 2018, the families of the eight remaining 
conservationists wrote an open letter stating that their 
loved ones were held in Evin Prison without access to 
counsel. �e letter called on parliamentarians to visit 
the prison to hear their side of the story.125

When family members visited Evin, they noticed 
the prisoners had broken teeth, scars on their faces, 
and bruises all over their bodies.126 �e Center for 
Human Rights in Iran also revealed that Bayani and 
her colleagues “were subjected to months of solitary 
con�nement and psychological torture, threatened 
with death, threatened with being injected with 

https://thearabweekly.com/singular-ordeal-irans-dual-nationals
https://thearabweekly.com/singular-ordeal-irans-dual-nationals
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/environmentalists-filmed-irans-vanishing-cheetahs-now-they-could-be-executed-for-spying/2019/08/25/551f2aa8-be9b-11e9-a8b0-7ed8a0d5dc5d_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/environmentalists-filmed-irans-vanishing-cheetahs-now-they-could-be-executed-for-spying/2019/08/25/551f2aa8-be9b-11e9-a8b0-7ed8a0d5dc5d_story.html
https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2018/07/sons-of-iranian-canadian-who-died-in-evin-prison-sue-state-broadcaster-for-slander
https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2018/07/sons-of-iranian-canadian-who-died-in-evin-prison-sue-state-broadcaster-for-slander
https://en.radiofarda.com/a/rights-groups-urge-eu-to-act-against-iran-broadcaster-for-televised-forced-confessions-/30407143.html
https://en.radiofarda.com/a/rights-groups-urge-eu-to-act-against-iran-broadcaster-for-televised-forced-confessions-/30407143.html
https://www.kaleme.com/1397/05/09/klm-268022/?theme=fast
https://twitter.com/nikimahjoub/status/1010149818705080320?s=21
https://twitter.com/nikimahjoub/status/1010149818705080320?s=21
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hallucinogenic drugs, threatened with arrest and the 
death of family members.”127 

In September 2018, IRIB attempted to frame Bayani 
by airing a pseudo-documentary about her, staging 
her supposed crimes. An anonymous source informed 
IHR that “plainclothes o�cers” took Bayani from Evin 
Prison to �lm her in various places around Tehran. 
�ey brought her to a beauty salon and o�ered her a 
haircut, then took her to a shopping mall in Lavason 
and encouraged her to “go on a shopping spree.” 
�e anonymous source said that Bayani realized the 
strangeness of the circumstances and therefore “refused 
to leave the car.” �e source also reported, “Upon 
needing to use the bathroom after several hours, 
[Bayani] noticed that one of the plainclothes o�cers 
was �lming her every move from behind a tree. She 
immediately retreated to the car.”128 

On October 24, 2018, Tehran’s then-prosecutor 
Abbas Jafari Dolatabadi formally charged Bayani 
and three others with “sowing corruption on 
Earth,” an indictment that could carry the death 
penalty.129 �e other four conservationists face lesser 
charges, including espionage and “collusion against 
national security.130

At risk of additional torture, Bayani, who was denied 
a lawyer of her choosing, repeatedly interrupted the 

127. “Iran is Using False ‘Confessions’ to Manufacture Cases Against Detained Conservationist,” Center for Human Rights in Iran, January 
24, 2019. (https://iranhumanrights.org/2019/01/iran-is-using-false-confessions-to-manufacture-cases-against-detained-conservationists)
128. “Iranian Agents Tried to Frame Detained Conservationists by Staging Scenes to Falsely Implicate �em,” Iran Human Rights, February 11, 2019. 
(https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2019/02/iranian-agents-tried-to-frame-detained-conservationists-by-staging-scenes-to-falsely-implicate-them/)
 ,Mehr News Agency (Iran) ”,(Punishment issued for 8 environmental rights activists) صدور کیفرخواست برای ۸ متهم پرونده محیط زیستی“ .129
November, 2018. (https://www.mehrnews.com/news/4440370/صدور-کیفرخواست-برای۸--متهم-پرونده-محیط-زیستی)
 Second session of the prosecution of environmentalists will take place) دومین جلسه محاكمه متهمان پرونده محیط زیست فردا برگزار می شود“ .130
tomorrow),” Islamic Republic News Agency (Iran), January 30, 2019. (https://www.irna.ir/news/83192411/
(دومین-جلسه-محاكمه-مته§ن-پرونده-محیط-زیست-فردا-برگزار-می-شود
131. “Eight Conservationists Tried in Iran on Basis of Retracted False Confessions,” Center for Human Rights in Iran, January 30, 2019. 
(https://iranhumanrights.org/2019/01/eight-conservationists-tried-in-iran-on-basis-of-retracted-false-confessions/)
132. “Iran: Environmentalists’ Flawed Trial,” Human Rights Watch, February 5, 2019 (https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/02/05/
iran-environmentalists-�awed-trial?fbclid=IwAR3DV_UC80z4ZtUZEb7eyE9DTLvkR8PN6r6SI2Oxjs-em_ltuTMyhbRbIe0)
133. “Iranian VP Refutes Espionage Claims Against Environmentalists, Calls for �eir Release,” Center for Human Rights in Iran, May 23, 2018. 
(https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2018/05/iranian-vp-refutes-espionage-claims-against-detained-environmentalists-calls-for-their-release/)
 What did the representatives) نمایندگان هنگام بدرقه رئیس جمهور چه گفتند؟/ درخواست ملاقات خانواده های فعالان محیط زیست با روحانی“ .134
accompanying Rouhani talk about),” Iranian Labour News Agency (Iran), February 4, 2019. (https://www.ilna.news/
(بخش-سیاسی-3/723870-°ایندگان-هنگام-بدرقه-رئیس-جمهور-چه-گفتند-درخواست-ملاقات-خانواده-های-فعالان- محیط-زیست-با-روحانی

�rst day of her trial in Tehran on January 30, 2019. 
As Judge Abolghassem Salavati of Branch 15 of the 
Revolutionary Court read the 300-page indictment, 
Bayani announced that the forced confession, which 
was the only evidence cited in her indictment, was 
made under physical and psychological duress. IRIB 
has not yet aired Bayani’s forced confession and those 
of her fellow detainees. �ey purportedly made their 
forced confessions o�- camera in Evin Prison, and 
IRGC agents who claimed to be witnesses relayed it to 
Tehran’s prosecutor.131 

On February 2, 2019, the second day of her trial, 
Bayani continued to speak about her abuse. Bayani 
said in court, “If you were being threatened with a 
needle of hallucinogenic drugs [hovering] above your 
arm, you would also confess to whatever they wanted 
you to confess.”132 

Some regime o�cials have denounced these indictments 
against Bayani and her colleagues and called for their 
immediate release. On May 22, 2018, the head of Iran’s 
Department of the Environment, Vice President Isa 
Kalantari, repudiated the IRGC’s allegations, stating, 
“[T]he detained activists should be released because 
there’s no evidence to prove the accusations leveled 
against these individuals.”133 Members of the Majlis 
also asked President Hassan Rouhani to ensure the 
defendants’ legal rights had not been compromised.134

https://iranhumanrights.org/2019/01/iran-is-using-false-confessions-to-manufacture-cases-against-detained-conservationists
https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2019/02/iranian-agents-tried-to-frame-detained-conservationists-by-staging-scenes-to-falsely-implicate-them/
https://www.irna.ir/news/83192411/
https://iranhumanrights.org/2019/01/eight-conservationists-tried-in-iran-on-basis-of-retracted-false-confessions/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/02/05/iran-environmentalists-flawed-trial?fbclid=IwAR3DV_UC80z4ZtUZEb7eyE9DTLvkR8PN6r6SI2Oxjs-em_ltuTMyhbRbIe0
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/02/05/iran-environmentalists-flawed-trial?fbclid=IwAR3DV_UC80z4ZtUZEb7eyE9DTLvkR8PN6r6SI2Oxjs-em_ltuTMyhbRbIe0
https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2018/05/iranian-vp-refutes-espionage-claims-against-detained-environmentalists-calls-for-their-release/
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�e international community has also spoken up 
about the detainment and treatment of Bayani and 
her colleagues. In October 2018, the head of UNEP 
declared that the environmentalists “deserve the 
utmost support and fullest protection which Iran’s 
laws and constitution guarantee.”135 Two days later, 
the International Union for Conservation of Nature 
issued a formal statement denouncing the arrests 
and treatment of the conservationists and called 
for an independent investigation into the death of 
Seyed-Emami.136 In early November 2018, an open 
letter signed by more than 1,000 conservationists 
and environmentalists and addressed to Iran’s then-
chief justice, Ayatollah Amoli Larijani, a�rmed 
the eight detainees’ long history of professional 
environmental work and called for an equitable and 
fair judicial process.137

�e regime’s persecution continues regardless. On 
November 6, 2019, the eight conservationists were 
accused of new charges. �e regime alleged “cooperation 
with U.S. and Israeli enemy states against the Islamic 
Republic of Iran for the purpose of espionage for the 
CIA and Mossad.” Bayani and Morad Tahbaz were 
handed an additional charge of “gaining income 
through illegitimate means.”138 

135. Saeed Kamali Dehghan, “Iran charges �ve wildlife activists with capital o�ences,” �e Guardian (UK), October 24, 2018. (https://
www.theguardian.com/world/2018/oct/24/iran-charges-�ve-wildlife-activists-capital-o�ences-spying)
136. International Union for Conservation of Nature, Press Release, “IUCN deeply alarmed at capital o�ence charge against Iran conservationists,” 
October 26, 2018. (https://www.iucn.org/news/secretariat/201810/iucn-deeply-alarmed-capital-o�ence-charge-against-iran-conservationists)
�Arrested environmentalists sacri) بازداشتي هاي محیط زیست جواني را فداي حفظ تنوع زیستي كردند“ .137ced youth for the environment),” Islamic 
Republic News Agency (Iran), November 6, 2018. (https://www.irna.ir/news/83096789/بازداشتي-هاي-محيط-زيست-جوا¸-را-فداي-حفظ-تنوع-زيستي-كردند)
138. “Conservationists Slapped with New Charge 22 Months After Being Arrested by Revolutionary Guards,” Center for Human Rights 
in Iran, November 7, 2019. (https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2019/11/iran-conservationists-slapped-with-new-charge-22-months-after-
being-arrested-by-revolutionary-guards/)
139. “Widow of Detainee Who Died in Iranian Custody Recognizes Her Interrogator Posing as ‘Reporter’ on State TV,” Center for Human 
Rights in Iran, November 14, 2019. (https://iranhumanrights.org/2019/11/widow-of-detainee-who-died-in-iranian-custody-recognizes-her-
interrogator-posing-as-reporter-on-state-tv/)
140. Erin Cunningham, “Iranian environmentalists sentenced to prison for ‘collaborating’ with U.S.” �e Washington Post, November 
20, 2019. (https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/iranian-environmentalists-sentenced-to-prison-for-collaborating-
with-us/2019/11/20/f940c1b0-0ba7-11ea-8054-289aef6e38a3_story.html)
141. United Nations Environment Programme, Press Release, “UN Environment Programme statement on the sentencing 
of environmentalists in Iran,” November 22, 2019. (https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/statement/
un-environment-programme-statement-sentencing-environmentalists-iran)
142. “Niloufar Bayani, Iran,” Scholars at Risk Network, accessed February 3, 2020. (https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/actions/
niloufar-bayani-iran/)

A few days later, IRIB Channel 3 broadcast another 
documentary about the conservationists, titled �e 
Usual Suspects. �e program abruptly stopped after just 
two minutes, with IRIB’s public relations o�ce citing 
“technical issues.” Ramin Seyed-Emami identi�ed the 
reporter who appeared in the �rst minute of the video 
as one of the IRGC agents who raided his father’s home 
after he died in Evin Prison.139 

On November 20, 2019, without lawyers in the 
room, the Tehran Revolutionary Court sentenced 
Bayani and �ve others to six to 10 years in prison.140 
UNEP subsequently issued a “call for clemency and 
urge[d] the Iranian authorities to review and overturn 
these sentences.”141

Undated headshot of Niloufar Bayani from  
the Scholars at Risk Network website.142
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Esmail Bakhshi and Sepideh Gholian

Esmail Bakhshi and Sepideh Gholian are labor rights 
activists in Iran. Bakhshi worked at the Haft Tappeh Sugar 
Cane Company, located in Shush, Khuzestan. Gholian 
was a university student. After peacefully protesting Haft 
Tappeh’s unpaid wages outside the o�ce of the governor 
of Khuzestan on November 18, 2018, the two activists 
were arrested. Both were coerced into confessing on tape. 
After a month in a MOI detention center without access 
to a lawyer, they were released on bail. 

After their release, Bakhshi and Gholian accused security 
and intelligence agents of torturing them. Bakhshi 
published a letter on his Instagram page on January 
4, 2019, and Gholian posted a video to social media 
in early January 2019.143 On January 14, 2019, Iran’s 
attorney general, Mohammed Jafar Montazari, claimed 
the torture accusations “were fundamentally lies and that 
there has been no beatings or torture.”144 Human Rights 
Watch declared that the regime “failed to conduct any 
credible investigations into the torture allegations.”145

On January 19, 2019, the forced confessions by 
Bakhshi and Gholian from November 2018 aired 
on IRIB Channel 2.146 �e video is accessible on the 
website of Ensaf News, an opposition newspaper that 
appears in print and online.147 �eir forced confessions 

//:Human Rights and Democracy for Iran, January 4, 2019. (https ”,(e story of Esmail Bakhshi’s torture�) روایت شکنجه اسماعیل بخشی“ .143
www.iranrights.org/fa/library/document/3514); Peykeiran, “آخرین صحبت های سپیده قلیان پیش از بازداشت دوباره (Last words from Sepideh 
Ghalian before her arrest),” YouTube, January 21, 2019. (https://www.aparat.com/v/OLhS4/)
 Iranian Student News ”,(Esmail Bakhshi has not been tortured, it’s a political issue) اسماعیل بخشی شکنجه  نشده است/ موضوع سیاسی است“ .144
Agency (Iran), January 2, 2019. (https:/www.isna.ir/news/97102413001/اس§عیل-بخشی-شکنجه-نشده-است-موضوع-سیاسی-است)
145. “Iran: Prominent Labor Activist Rearrested,” Human Rights Watch, January 24, 2019. (https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/01/24/
iran-prominent-labor-activist-rearrested)
 .Ensaf News (Iran), January 4, 2019 ”,(e complete IRIB documentary of Esmail Bakhshi�) فیلم کامل مستند صداوسیما از اسماعیل بخشی“ .146
(http://www.ensafnews.com/154210/ فیلم-مستند-صداوسی§-از-اس§عیل-بخشی/)
147. “Detained Conservationists Niloufar Bayani and Sepideh Kashani on Hunger Strike,” Center for Human Rights in Iran, August 8, 
2019. (https://iranhumanrights.org/2019/08/detained-conservationists-niloufar-bayani-and-sepideh-kashani-on-hunger-strike/)
 .Ensaf News (Iran), January 4, 2019 ”,(e complete IRIB documentary of Esmail Bakhshi�)فیلم کامل | مستند صداوسیما از اسماعیل بخشی“ .148
(http://www.ensafnews.com/154210/ فیلم-مستند-صداوسی§-از-اس§عیل-بخشی/)
149. Ibid.
150. “Iran TV Shows Film of Captured Dissident Apologizing To Regime,” Radio Farda, October 14, 2019. (https://en.radiofarda.com/a/
irgc-says-it-lured-a-�erce-critic-in-exile-back-to-iran-and-arrested-him-/30216087.html)
151. “About Us,” Tavaana, accessed September 10, 2019. (https://tavaana.org/en/content/about-us)
152. “Labor Activists Esmail Bakhshi and Sepideh Gholian: An Account of Rights Violations,” Abdorrahman Boroumand Center, May 9, 
2019. (https://www.iranrights.org/library/document/3568)

were the subject of a segment titled �e Burnt Plot.148 
�e watermarks on the video indicate it is an IRIB 
production. Among other things, the video aimed to 
discredit the Iranian labor rights movement as a foreign 
conspiracy connected to the United States and Israel. 
Esmail Bakhshi’s forced confession is speci�cally used 
to make this argument. Bakhshi was forced to falsely 
“admit” to working with other activists whom the 
documentary portrayed as radical leftists.149

Gholian’s forced confession appeared shortly after 
Bakhshi’s. She wore a conservative black chador, 
though her face was not blurred. She attributed 
her participation in the Haft Tappeh protests to her 
“Marxist political beliefs.” She said, likely under 
duress, that she prepared and sent a video to a friend 
in Turkey who worked for Amad News, an organization 
she described as seeking regime change in Iran. Amad 
News, founded by Iranian dissident Rouhallah Zam, 
is a news organization that reports on corruption and 
protests in Iran.150 At the end of her forced confession, 
Gholian also said she sent anti-regime materials to 
an individual a�liated with Tavaana, a civil society 
organization based in Washington, DC.151

A day after the IRIB broadcast, the two activists were 
arrested again.152 Amnesty International called for their 
release, characterizing the arrests as “part of a sinister 
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https://iranhumanrights.org/2019/08/detained-conservationists-niloufar-bayani-and-sepideh-kashani-on-hunger-strike/
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attempt to silence and punish them for speaking out 
about the horri�c abuse they su�ered in custody.”153

Branch 28 of the Revolutionary Court of Tehran, presided 
by Judge Mohammad Moghiseh, conducted the trials of 
Bakhshi and Gholian in August 2019. Gholian and her 
attorney, Jamal Heydari Manesh, said her interrogators 
were abusive and coerced her into confessing in front of a 
camera. Judge Moghiseh nevertheless sentenced Bakhshi 
to 74 lashes and 14 years in prison on September 7, 2019. 
During a separate hearing on the same day, Gholian was 
sentenced to 18 years in prison. �e charges against 
Bakhshi and Gholian include “assembly and collusion 
aimed to act against national security,” “propaganda 
against the state,” “spreading falsehoods,” and “insulting 
the Supreme Leader.”154

In a March 11, 2019, speech to the UN Human Rights 
Council, Javaid Rehman, the UN special rapporteur on 
the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, called attention to the “ill-treatment in detention” of 
Bakhshi and Gholian. He called on the regime to “release 
all those detained for exercising their rights to freedom of 
expression, peaceful assembly, and association.”155 

153. “Iran: Labour rights activists at imminent risk of further torture,” Amnesty International, January 22, 2019. (https://www.amnesty.org/
en/latest/news/2019/01/iran-labour-rights-activists-at-imminent-risk-of-further-torture/)
154. “Seven Labor Activists of Haft Tappeh’s Case Sentenced to 110 Years in Prison and 74 Lashed, Combined,” Human Rights Activists News 
Agency, September 9, 2019. (https://www.en-hrana.org/seven-labor-activists-of-haft-tappehs-case-sentenced-to-110-years-in-prison-and-74-
lashes-combined)
155. United Nations O�ce of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, “Statement by Mr. Javaid Rehman, Special Rapporteur on 
the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran at the 40th session of the Human Rights Council –Item 4,” March 11, 2019. 
(https://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24340&LangID=E)
156. “Iranian Labor Activists were Attacked in Gharchak Women’s prison,” Zamaneh Media (�e Netherlands), July 30, 2019. (https://
en.radiozamaneh.com/29620/)
157. @ShahedAlavi, “سپیده قلیان: من از روز یکشنبه، دست از خوردن غذا و آب کشیده ام. دست از آزار من و خانواده ام برنمی دارند. خسته شده ام. مگر من چه قدر 
 .Sepideh Gholian: From Sunday, I’ve stopped eating and drinking) .توان دارم؟ می خواهم هیاتی از قوه قضائیه برای بررسی وضعیت زندان قرچک بیایند
�ey won’t leave my family and friends alone. I’m tired. How much endurance do I have? I want the conditions in Qarchak prison 
investigated.),” Twitter, October 24, 2019. (https://twitter.com/ShahedAlavi/status/1187417471831150597)
158. “Urgent Action: Abuse Of Jailed Activist Must Stop,” Amnesty International, October 25, 2019. (https://www.amnestyusa.org/
wp-content/uploads/2019/10/uaa01119.pdf )
159. “Iran Releases Four Journalists, Two Labor Activists On Bail,” Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, October 27, 2019. (https://www.rferl.
org/a/iran-releases-journalists-labor-activists-from-prison-on-bail/30238404.html)
160. “News agency reports Iran released labor activist on bail,” Associated Press, October 30, 2019. (https://apnews.
com/41a21eee75134afcb5f00a22608bbbe3)
161. “Sepideh Gholian Arrested Again,” IranWire, November 18, 2019. (https://iranwire.com/en/features/6459)

Gholian’s rapidly compromised health in prison left her 
bound to a wheelchair, unable to walk.156 On October 
20, 2019, she began a hunger strike. Four days later, 
independent journalist Shahed Alavi released a recording 
of Gholian, who states, “My power to bear this is really 
faltering now… I just want a panel from the judiciary 
to come and see why it is that I can’t breathe. When my 
family just comes for a visit something awful happens 
to them and they’re told not to come again… I want 
people to know what awful things they’re doing to 
me in prison.”157 

On October 25, Amnesty International released a letter 
demanding that Gholian and Bakhshi be released from 
prison, citing Gholian’s hunger strike and the audio 
recording.158 A day later, Gholian was released for 
around $120,000 in bail. 159 On October 30, Bakhshi 
was also released, on $70,000 bail.160 

Gholian was arrested again on the evening of November 
16, 2019, in her father’s home. Days before her arrest, 
an anonymous individual posted to social media a video 
of Gholian participating in the nationwide protests 
against the increase in fuel prices.161 
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On December 25, 2019, Gholian announced via 
Twitter that she was suing IRIB reporter Ameneh Sadat 
Zabihpour, who taped Gholian’s forced confession “after 
hours of physical and psychological torture.” Gholian 
detailed how Zabihpour gave her and Bakhshi a pre-
written script for them to recite on camera. Gholian’s 
Twitter account was quickly deactivated. BBC Persian 
journalist Kasra Naji commented on Gholian’s tweets, 
adding that Zabihpour “doubles as interrogator and 
enforcer of forced confession in front of camera.”162

Gholian was later charged with “disseminating false 
claims” after tweeting about Zabihpour. On February 
9, 2020, Gholian was released on a $43,000 bail.163

Screenshots from �e Burnt Plot depicting the segments during 
which Esmail Bakhshi (bottom) and Sepideh Gholian (top) 

deliver their forced confessions.

162. Benjamin Weinthal, “Iranian regime journalist involved in labor activist’s forced confession,” �e Jerusalem Post (Israel), December 
27, 2019. (https://www.jpost.com/Middle-East/Iranian-regime-journalist-involved-in-labor-activists-forced-confession-612265); “Labor 
Activist’s Twitter Deactivated After Suing State TV Reporter,” Radio Farda, December 26, 2019. (https://en.radiofarda.com/a/labor-activist-
s-twitter-deactivated-after-suing-state-tv-reporter-for-forced-confessions/30345730.html)
163. “Iran Activist Charged For Accusing State TV Reporter In Forced Confessions Case,” Radio Farda, February 10, 2020. (https://
en.radiofarda.com/a/iran-activist-charged-for-accusing-tv-reporter-in-forced-confessions-case/30426148.html)
164. Nassim Hatam, “Why Iranian women are wearing white on Wednesdays,” BBC (UK), June 14, 2017. (https://www.bbc.com/news/
world-middle-east-40218711)
165. @AlinejadMasih, “Breaking News: Twin sisters Maryam and Matin Amiri, received 15 yr prison sentence for protesting #ForcedHijab. 
Only 3 days after Fars News published their false video confessions against #WhiteWednesdays. �ey were promised to be if they give false 
confessions.” Twitter, August 25, 2019. (https://twitter.com/AlinejadMasih/status/1165652903538958336)
166. Saeed Ghasseminejad, “Fars News, the Spider Net of Lies and Deception,” Iran Disinformation Project, May 31, 2019. (https://
irandisinfo.org/ghasseminejad-farsnews-deception-part-one)
�A hejab that’s been taken o) حجابی که به »خاطر یک مشت دلار بیشتر« از سر برداشته شد“ .167 for a bunch of dollars),” Aparat, August 22, 2019. 
(https://www.aparat.com/v/OLhS4/)

Maryam and Matin Amiri

Maryam and Matin Amiri are twin sisters who 
participated in the “White Wednesday” movement, 
an online social media campaign against compulsory 
hijab laws in Iran. �e movement was founded 
in May 2014 by Iranian-born journalist Masih 
Alinejad. Participating women post pictures or videos 
of themselves wearing a piece of white clothing, 
a white hijab, or no hijab at all, along with the 
hashtag #WhiteWednesday.164 Maryam and Matin 
participated in White Wednesday by recording a 
video of themselves, which Alinejad posted on August 
25, 2019. Holding her camera in one hand, one of 
the Amiri sisters declares in the video, “Our right to 
freedom, right to choose what we can wear. We won’t 
let anyone violate our rights…We’ll do this so much 
that every day will be White Wednesday.”165

Maryam and Matin were arrested for recording 
themselves without wearing a hijab. �e exact date of 
their arrests is unknown. 

On August 22, 2019, Fars News released a 14-minute 
documentary about the Amiri sisters, titled For a Few 
Dollars.166 A copy of the broadcast was also uploaded 
to Aparat.167 In this segment, the two sisters falsely 
confessed and called themselves “naïve, dumb, and 
passive” and “of weak personality” for protesting 
hijab laws. Each sister was interviewed independently, 
though the interviewer is neither seen nor heard. �ey 
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wore black chadors, and their faces were blurred. 
Likely under duress, the sisters claimed that the hijab 
itself did not bother them, but they were emulating 
“�lms of protestors” and indiscriminately copying 
“social media and satellite content.” 

�e �lm included audio communications between 
the Amiris and Alinejad. One sister falsely confessed 
that she was aware that collaborating with Alinejad 
was “contrary to [moral] values,” but said she did not 
know she was engaging in criminal behavior.

�e segment also indicated that the sisters were 
both getting divorces and living alone.168 One of the 
sisters said she engaged in “illicit relations” outside 
of her marriage. 

At the end of the documentary, white text on a black 
background appeared: “Any sort of collaboration or 
collusion with the enemies of the regime towards 
committing crimes against national or foreign security 
is criminalized.”169

On August 25, 2019, three days after Fars News 
posted the video, Alinejad announced on Twitter 
that Maryam and Matin were sentenced to 15 years 
in prison.170 Two days later, Alinejad tweeted in Farsi 
that the sisters “were in solitary con�nement and 
under duress for forced confessions.”171 �eir family 
and friends have not publicly commented on the 
arrest and prison sentences.

 is time to defeat the� A repeated scenario: Show trial.) سناریوی تکراری: نمایش اعتراف − این بار برای شکستن اعتراض علیه حجاب اجباری“ .168
anti-compulsory hejab protests),” Radio Zamaneh (�e Netherlands), September 1, 2019. (https://www.radiozamaneh.com/461989)
�A hejab that’s been taken o) حجابی که به »خاطر یک مشت دلار بیشتر« از سر برداشته شد“ .169 for a bunch of dollars),” Aparat, August 22, 2019. 
(https://www.aparat.com/v/OLhS4/)
170. @AlinejadMasih, “Breaking News: Twin sisters Maryam and Matin Amiri, received 15 yr prison sentence for protesting #ForcedHijab. 
Only 3 days after Fars News published their false video confessions against #WhiteWednesdays. �ey were promised to be if they give false 
confessions.” Twitter, August 25, 2019. (https://twitter.com/AlinejadMasih/status/1165652903538958336)
171. @AlinejadMasih, “_امروز #صبا_کردافشاری ۰۲ساله را به ۴۲سال زندان محکوم کردند به جرم تبلیغ علیه نظام و ترویج فحشا از طریق #پیاده_روی_بدون
 حجاب و دیروز  #متین_امیری و #مریم_امیری خواهران دوقولو را به ۵۱سال زندان به جرم اعتراص به حجاب اجباری. هر سه نفر  در انفرادی و تحت فشار برای
 Today they sentenced Saba Kordafshari, 20 years old, to 24 years in prison for propaganda against the regime and) اعترافات اجباری بودند
yesterday they sentenced two twin sisters Matin Amiri and Marian Amiri to 15 years in prison for protesting compulsory hejab. All three are 
in solitary con�nement and under pressure to confess.),” Twitter, August 27, 2019. (https://twitter.com/AlinejadMasih/
status/1166379198153449473)
172. Olivia Ward, “‘I would rather die than go back to prison.’ Inside Saeed Malekpour’s harrowing escape from Iran,” �e Star (Canada), 
September 14, 2019. (https://www.thestar.com/news/investigations/2019/09/14/i-would-rather-die-than-go-back-to-prison-inside-saeed-
malekpours-harrowing-escape-from-iran.html)

 

Screenshots from A Tale of Treason. �e individuals on the 
top and bottom left are Maryam and Matin Amiri, and the 
uncensored photo on the bottom right is of Masih Alinejad.

Saeed Malekpour

Saeed Malekpour was born in Iran in 1975. In 2004, 
he and his then-wife, Farima Eftekhari, emigrated 
from Iran to Canada, where he worked as a web 
designer and computer programmer.172 

Before traveling to Iran in 2008 to visit his gravely 
ill father, Malekpour was pursuing Canadian 
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citizenship.173 He had successfully secured Canadian 
permanent residency, which o�cially protected 
him under Canada’s Charter of Rights (with a few 
exceptions, such as the right to vote).174 

On October 4, 2008, Malekpour walked to a dentist 
appointment in Tehran.175 Claiming to be armed, a 
man who did not identify himself asked Malekpour 
for his ID. Malekpour promptly handed over his 
passport, which the unidenti�ed man said was a 
fake. Agents of Iran’s MOI then grabbed Malekpour, 
blindfolded and handcu�ed him, and shoved 
him into a car. Agents of the IRGC’s Intelligence 
Organization took Malekpour to Evin Prison and 
severely beat him for days.176

According to a report from the UN Working 
Group on Arbitrary Detention, Malekpour was 
immediately subjected to solitary con�nement and 
denied contact with the outside world. �e brutal 
beatings continued. IRGC agents kicked him in the 

173. Maryam Malekpour, “My Letter to Canada’s Foreign Minister,” Campaign For Release of Saeed Malekpour, January 29, 2016. (https://
peoplewithoutnation.wordpress.com/2016/01/29/my-letter-to-canadas-foreign-minister/)
174. Olivia Ward, “Saeed Malekpour: A Canadian on Iran’s death row,” �e Star (Canada), February 18, 2012. (https://www.thestar.com/
news/world/2012/02/18/saeed_malekpour_a_canadian_on_irans_death_row.html)
175. Maryam Malekpour, “My Letter to Canada’s Foreign Minister,” Campaign For Release of Saeed Malekpour, January 29, 2016. (https://
peoplewithoutnation.wordpress.com/2016/01/29/my-letter-to-canadas-foreign-minister/)
176. Olivia Ward, “‘I would rather die than go back to prison.’ Inside Saeed Malekpour’s harrowing escape from Iran,” �e Star (Canada), 
September 14, 2019. (https://www.thestar.com/news/investigations/2019/09/14/i-would-rather-die-than-go-back-to-prison-inside-saeed-
malekpours-harrowing-escape-from-iran.html)
177. Ibid.
178. United Nations Human Rights Council, “Opinions adopted by the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention at its eighty-�fth 
session, 12-16 August 2019,” August 26, 2019, paragraph 22, pages 4–5. (https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/
Session85/A_HRC_WGAD_2019_32.pdf )
179. Ibid., section 42, page 9.

face and beat him with cables and batons, sometimes 
until he passed out. IRGC agents broke his jaw and 
knocked out his teeth. At one point, half of his body 
became paralyzed.

Malekpour also su�ered a heart attack but was denied 
su�cient medical treatment. When he did arrive 
blindfolded at a hospital, the doctors simply told 
him to get more sleep; they did not treat his heart, 
paralysis, broken bones, or concussion symptoms.177

Malekpour later said IRGC agents threatened to arrest 
his wife. Fearing for her safety, Malekpour complied 
with his captors and made a false confession on 
camera, during which he said the United States and 
United Kingdom paid him to distribute pornography 
and corrupt Iranian internet users.

In August 2019, the UN Human Rights Council’s 
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention determined 
that “[t]he purpose of [Malekpour’s] torture was to 
force a false confession, which was used to convict 
Mr. Malekpour of a capital o�ense.”178 �e regime 
did not deny that Saeed’s scripted, false confession on 
television was a result of “physical and psychological 
torture and ill-treatments.”179

Iranian authorities used his forced confession to 
justify his guilty verdicts and sentencing. �e forced 
confession was the only piece of evidence presented 
during Malekpour’s �rst trial, in December 2010, 

“ Malekpour was immediately subjected to 
solitary con�nement and denied contact 
with the outside world. �e brutal beatings 
continued. IRGC agents kicked him in the 
face and beat him with cables and batons, 
sometimes until he passed out. IRGC agents 
broke his jaw and knocked out his teeth. At one 
point, half of his body became paralyzed.”
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and his retrial, in November 2011. Both resulted in 
a death sentence.180 

In August 2013, following international condemnation, 
the courts commuted his death sentence to life 
imprisonment, claiming that Malekpour appeared 
remorseful.181 Six years later, Malekpour was granted 
a three-day furlough. Fearing the continuation of 
torture, he told his sister, Maryam, “I’d rather die 
than go back.”182 

Maryam helped him escape. She worked with 
the Canada-based Raoul Wallenberg Center for 
Human Rights, headed by Irwin Cotler, to expedite 
Malekpour’s Canadian documents. Lying to his own 
mother and the Iranian government about traveling 
to northern Iran to visit family, Malekpour trekked 
over 1,200 miles alone with just a backpack and some 
cash. He successfully crossed into Turkey, where his 
sister was waiting for him.183

On August 2, 2019, they landed in Vancouver.184 A 
day later, Maryam Malekpour posted a video of herself 
and her brother with the caption, “�e nightmare is 
�nally over. He is back home and reunited with his 
sister. �ank you Canada for your leadership.”185 

Malekpour �nally received medical treatment for his 
decade of torture at the hands of the IRGC.186 He spoke 
publicly about his treatment in Iranian prisons and his 
daring escape to freedom. �ough Malekpour’s story 

180. Ibid., section 43, page 9. 
181. “Saeed Malekpour’s Death Sentence Commuted to Life After “He Repented,” Center for Human Rights in Iran, August 29, 2013. 
(https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2013/08/saeed_malekpour/)
182. Olivia Ward, “‘I would rather die than go back to prison.’ Inside Saeed Malekpour’s harrowing escape from Iran,” �e Star (Canada), 
September 14, 2019. (https://www.thestar.com/news/investigations/2019/09/14/i-would-rather-die-than-go-back-to-prison-inside-saeed-
malekpours-harrowing-escape-from-iran.html)
183. Ibid.
184. “Iranian Resident of Canada Escapes From Iran After A Furlough From Prison,” Radio Farda, August 4, 2019. (https://en.radiofarda.
com/a/iranian-resident-of-canada-escapes-from-iran-after-a-furlough-from-prison/30090855.html)
185. Free Saeed Malekpour, Facebook, August 2, 2019. (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=358632091743623)
186. Stefan Labbé, “Man escapes decade of torture, imprisonment with help from Tri-City residents,” Tri-City News, August 6, 2019. 
(https://www.tricitynews.com/news/man-escapes-decade-of-torture-imprisonment-with-help-from-tri-city-residents-1.23907938)
187. Bahman Kalbasi, “Saeed Malekpoor BBC Persian,” YouTube, May 9, 2011. (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=vv8LXbM1Pfs&t=171s)

unfolded prior to the appointment of Abdulali Ali-Asgari 
in 2016, Malekpour is one of the few political prisoners 
who escaped from jail and was willing to divulge publicly 
the details of his experience.

Sadly, Canada has not held Iran accountable for 
Malekpour’s unjust arrest, torture, and prolonged 
imprisonment. �e Canadian government expedited 
Malekpour’s papers to help him escape Iran and 
reenter Canada. Yet Canada has not sanctioned 
under its Global Magnitsky laws the individuals or 
entities responsible for his abuse or taken other legal 
measures against the regime.

Screenshot of a BBC Persian report from 2011 on Saeed 
Malekpour. �e BBC program aired portions of Malekpour’s 
forced confession.187

https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2013/08/saeed_malekpour/
https://www.thestar.com/news/investigations/2019/09/14/i-would-rather-die-than-go-back-to-prison-inside-saeed-malekpours-harrowing-escape-from-iran.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/investigations/2019/09/14/i-would-rather-die-than-go-back-to-prison-inside-saeed-malekpours-harrowing-escape-from-iran.html
https://en.radiofarda.com/a/iranian-resident-of-canada-escapes-from-iran-after-a-furlough-from-prison/30090855.html
https://en.radiofarda.com/a/iranian-resident-of-canada-escapes-from-iran-after-a-furlough-from-prison/30090855.html
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=358632091743623
https://www.tricitynews.com/news/man-escapes-decade-of-torture-imprisonment-with-help-from-tri-city-residents-1.23907938
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vv8LXbM1Pfs&t=171s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vv8LXbM1Pfs&t=171s
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Worldwide Designations  
of IRIB 

Sanctions against IRIB and related institutions not only 
would send a message that the global community will 
hold IRIB accountable, but also would limit, though 
not end, the regime’s access to international audiences. 
Sanctions may force IRIB to cut its $750 million 
budget, close o�ces, and reduce its foreign operations. 
Moreover, designations challenge IRIB’s credibility and 
dissuade viewers and listeners abroad from trusting 
IRIB broadcasts. 

Beyond designating just IRIB, sanctioning facilitators 
of forced confessions would restrict their ability to 
travel outside of Iran and could freeze their foreign 
bank accounts.188 Designations also limit their ability 
to obtain hardware, software, technical and �nancial 
assistance, and other equipment and services.189 

Imposing sanctions on IRIB and its a�liates would also 
bene�t the Iranian people. Nobel Peace Prize laureate 
Shirin Ebadi, an Iranian dissident and human rights lawyer 
whose own husband was a victim of forced confession in 
2009, asserts that targeting IRIB would cripple Tehran’s 
ability to spread propaganda and attack or intimidate 
dissidents. She thus called on Western satellite providers 
to refuse to air IRIB channels outside of Iran’s borders.190 

188. Saeed Kamali Dehghan, “Trump plans to enforce sanctions against Iran state TV, says source,” �e Guardian (UK), January 8, 2018. 
(https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/jan/08/trump-plans-to-enforce-sanctions-against-iran-state-tv-says-source)
189. Federal Register, “Denied Persons & Specially Designated Nationals,” accessed February 3, 2020. (https://www.federalregister.gov/
denied-persons-specially-designated-nationals); Council Decision 2012/168/CFSP of 23 March 2012 amending Decision 2011/235/CFSP 
concerning restrictive measures directed against certain persons and entities in view of the situation in Iran, O�cial Journal of the European 
Union. (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:087:0085:0089:EN:PDF)
190. Eli Lake, “Iran’s Nobel Laureate Is Done With Reform. She Wants Regime Change.” Bloomberg News, April 5, 2018. (https://www.
bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2018-04-05/shirin-ebadi-is-done-trying-to-reform-iran-she-wants-regime-change)
191. “Shirin Ebadi Calls Iran ‘Incorrigible,’” Radio Farda, April 28, 2019. (https://en.radiofarda.com/a/shirin-ebadi-calls-iran-
incorrigible-/29908636.html); “Shirin Ebadi: Iran sanctions ‘can weaken the government,’” Al Jazeera (Qatar), April 27, 2019. (https://
www.aljazeera.com/programmes/upfront/2019/04/shirin-ebadi-iran-sanctions-weaken-government-190426165742886.html)
192. Maziar Bahari, “Newsweek Reporter’s Ordeal in Iran,” Newsweek, November 30, 2009. (https://www.newsweek.com/newsweek-
reporters-ordeal-iran-76829); “Newsweek Reporter Maziar Bahari Released In Iran,” Newsweek, October 16, 2009. (https://www.newsweek.
com/newsweek-reporter-maziar-bahari-released-iran-81437)
193. Patrick Foster, “OfCom reverses decision to revoke license of Iran’s Press TV,” �e Guardian (UK), November 30, 2011. (https://www.
theguardian.com/media/2011/nov/30/ofcom-iran-press-tv)
194. “Iran’s Press TV loses UK license,” BBC (UK), January 20, 2012. (http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/mobile/entertainment-arts-16652356)

Ebadi has derided IRIB’s foreign broadcasts “that lure the 
… Syrian, Lebanese, or Yemeni youth” to support the 
Islamist regime in Iran.191 

�e forced confession of Maziar Bahari, an Iranian-
Canadian journalist, largely catalyzed past designations 
of IRIB and IRIB o�cials. Bahari was arrested while 
covering mass protests for Newsweek. Bahari’s interrogator 
told him he planned to use “every tactic” until Bahari 
falsely confessed to espionage. Bahari ultimately spoke to 
IRIB reporters in front of cameras after his interrogator 
promised to free him from Evin Prison if he gave a 
false confession. 

Press TV aired the resultant video of Bahari falsely 
confessing to spying for the United States and Israel. 
Despite the interrogator’s promise, Bahari continued to 
endure physical and psychological abuse. He eventually 
was freed on bail and �ed Iran in October 2009.192

OfCom, the United Kingdom’s communications 
regulator, ruled in May 2011 that Press TV egregiously 
breached broadcasting standards in airing Bahari’s forced 
confession and thus had to pay a £100,000 �ne and transfer 
editorial control from Tehran to its London branch.193 
After Press TV refused to comply with the ruling, OfCom 
revoked Press TV’s UK broadcasting license.194 

Soon after, in 2012 and 2013, the United States and 
European Union imposed a variety of sanctions on 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/jan/08/trump-plans-to-enforce-sanctions-against-iran-state-tv-says-source
https://www.federalregister.gov/denied-persons-specially-designated-nationals
https://www.federalregister.gov/denied-persons-specially-designated-nationals
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:087:0085:0089:EN:PDF
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2018-04-05/shirin-ebadi-is-done-trying-to-reform-iran-she-wants-regime-change
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2018-04-05/shirin-ebadi-is-done-trying-to-reform-iran-she-wants-regime-change
https://en.radiofarda.com/a/shirin-ebadi-calls-iran-incorrigible-/29908636.html
https://en.radiofarda.com/a/shirin-ebadi-calls-iran-incorrigible-/29908636.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/upfront/2019/04/shirin-ebadi-iran-sanctions-weaken-government-190426165742886.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/upfront/2019/04/shirin-ebadi-iran-sanctions-weaken-government-190426165742886.html
https://www.newsweek.com/newsweek-reporters-ordeal-iran-76829
https://www.newsweek.com/newsweek-reporters-ordeal-iran-76829
https://www.newsweek.com/newsweek-reporter-maziar-bahari-released-iran-81437
https://www.newsweek.com/newsweek-reporter-maziar-bahari-released-iran-81437
https://www.theguardian.com/media/2011/nov/30/ofcom-iran-press-tv
https://www.theguardian.com/media/2011/nov/30/ofcom-iran-press-tv
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/mobile/entertainment-arts-16652356


Page 35

Torture TV: �e Case for Sanctions on the Islamic Republic of Iran’s State-Run Media

IRIB o�cials. �e tables in this section outline past 
designations connected to IRIB.

IRIB

�e United States designated IRIB as a human rights 
abuser with the passage of the National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year 2013. Section 
1248 of the Iran Freedom and Counter-Proliferation Act 
(passed as part of the 2013 NDAA) states, “�e Islamic 
Republic of Iran Broadcasting has contributed to the 
infringement of individuals’ human rights by broadcasting 
forced televised confession and show trials.”195 

Per a 2013 agreement with the International 
Telecommunications Satellite Organization (ITSO), an 
intergovernmental body that governs satellite providers, 
the Obama administration waived these sanctions 
on February 14, 2014. 196 �e State Department 
concurrently released a notice stating that waivers for 
IRIB sanctions hinge on Iran’s cessation of satellite 
jamming.197 Other parts of the ITSO agreement have 

195. National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013, Pub. L. 112-239, 126 Stat. 1631. (https://www.congress.gov/112/plaws/
publ239/PLAW-112publ239.pdf )
196. “Iran Sanctions,” Congressional Research Service, July 12, 2019, page 39. (https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/RS/
RS20871/296)
197. U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Economic and Business A�airs, Notice, “Provision of Certain Temporary Sanctions Relief,” 
February 14, 2014. (https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2014/02/14/2014-03300/provision-of-certain-temporary-sanctions-relief )
198. “London-Based Persian TV to Lodge Complaint Against Iran for Satellite Jamming,” Radio Farda, November 23, 2019. (https://
en.radiofarda.com/a/london-based-persian-tv-to-lodge-complaint-against-iran-for-satellite-jamming-/30288280.html)

not been made public; nevertheless, Washington has 
since waived sanctions against IRIB every 180 days.

Before 2013, the regime interfered with signals from 
Persian-language international news channels, such as 
Radio Zamaneh and Voice of America Persian News 
Network. By using a technique called uplink jamming, 
or orbital jamming, the Iranian regime would beam 
an overriding signal toward a satellite, a�ecting users 
across large swaths of Iranian territory.

Tehran has not honored this commitment. In November 
2019, Iran International, a London-based Persian-
language broadcaster, found that con�icting signals 
emanating from central Iran jammed international 
satellites.198 Still, the U.S. waivers continued. 

On February 5, 2016, three weeks after “Implementation 
Day” of the Iran nuclear deal, formally known as 
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, Ottawa 
lifted select sanctions on Iran but added IRIB to 

Name Designated by Not designated by Status

Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB)
U.S. (2013)

Canada (2016)
EU Sanctions waived every 180 days

Ayandeh Bank U.S. (2018)
Canada
EU

--

Tasnim --

Canada
EU
U.S.

--

Fars News --

Canada
EU
U.S.

--

Designation Status of Key Organizations

https://www.congress.gov/112/plaws/publ239/PLAW-112publ239.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/112/plaws/publ239/PLAW-112publ239.pdf
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/RS/RS20871/296
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/RS/RS20871/296
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2014/02/14/2014-03300/provision-of-certain-temporary-sanctions-relief
https://en.radiofarda.com/a/london-based-persian-tv-to-lodge-complaint-against-iran-for-satellite-jamming-/30288280.html
https://en.radiofarda.com/a/london-based-persian-tv-to-lodge-complaint-against-iran-for-satellite-jamming-/30288280.html
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Canada’s list of designated entities.199 �ose on this 
list are subject to the Special Economic Measures Act 
(SEMA), subsections 4(1) to 4(3).200 However, SEMA 
sanctions are insu�cient to address IRIB’s human 
rights abuses, as these sanctions are implemented 
only when a “grave breach of international peace and 
security has occurred.” �is provision is both a high 
bar for human rights abusers to reach and makes it 

199. Government of Canada, “Canadian Sanctions Related to Iran,” January 14, 2020. (https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/
international_relations-relations_internationales/sanctions/iran.aspx?lang=eng)
200. Government of Canada, “Canadian sanctions against Iran,” February 5, 2016. (https://www.canadainternational.gc.ca/iran/sanctions/
index.aspx?lang=eng); Government of Canada, “Consolidated Canadian Autonomous Sanctions List,” January 31, 2020. (https://www.
international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/sanctions/consolidated-consolide.aspx?lang=eng)
201. Hon. Robert D. Nault, Parliament of Canada, Standing Committee on Foreign A�airs and International Development, “A Coherent 
and E�ective Approach to Canada’s Sanctions Regime: Sergei Magnitsky and Beyond,” April 2017. (http://publications.gc.ca/collections/
collection_2017/parl/xc11-1/XC11-1-1-421-7-eng.pdf )

di�cult for the Canadian government to designate 
speci�c individuals associated with IRIB.

Global Magnitsky sanctions, however, would name 
human rights abusers and implement visa bans and 
asset seizures.201 As of February 5, 2020, Canada does 
not broadcast IRIB channels.

�e European Union has not sanctioned IRIB. 

Name Title Designated by Not designated by IRIB replacement

Ezatollah Zarghami
Director general of 

IRIB (2004–2014)

EU (2012)

U.S. (2013)
Canada

Replaced with Mohammad 

Sarafraz in 2014

Mohammad Sarafraz

Head of IRIB World Service and 

Press TV; director general of 

IRIB (2014–2016)

EU (2013)
Canada
U.S.

Replaced with Abdulali 

Ali-Asgari in 2016

Abdulali Ali-Asgari
Director general of 

IRIB (2016–present)
U.S. (2018) Canada --

Hamid Reza Emadi

Senior producer and 

newsroom director of 

Press TV (2007–2016)

EU (2013)
Canada
U.S.

Replaced with 

Wahid Tahami in 2016

Wahid Tahami
Newsroom director of Press 

TV (2016–present)
--

Canada
EU
U.S.

--

Peyman Jebelli
Head of IRIB World 

Service (2016–present)
--

Canada
EU
U.S.

--

Morteza Mirbagheri Deputy chief of IRIB --

Canada
EU
U.S.

--

Majid Gholizadeh Chairman of Tasnim --

Canada
EU
U.S.

--

Designation Status of Key Individuals

https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/sanctions/iran.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/sanctions/iran.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.canadainternational.gc.ca/iran/sanctions/index.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.canadainternational.gc.ca/iran/sanctions/index.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/sanctions/consolidated-consolide.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/sanctions/consolidated-consolide.aspx?lang=eng
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2017/parl/xc11-1/XC11-1-1-421-7-eng.pdf
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2017/parl/xc11-1/XC11-1-1-421-7-eng.pdf
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2017/parl/xc11-1/XC11-1-1-421-7-eng.pdf
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Ayandeh Bank

In November 2018, the United States sanctioned 
Ayandeh Bank pursuant to Executive Order 13846 
for “having materially assisted, sponsored, or provided 
�nancial, material, or technological support for, or 
goods or services to or in support of, IRIB, Iran’s state-
media apparatus that routinely broadcasts false news 
reports and propaganda, including forced confessions 
of political detainees.”202 

Neither the European Union nor Canada has imposed 
sanctions on Ayandeh Bank as of February 5, 2020.

Ezatollah Zarghami, Director General of 
IRIB (2004–2014)

�e European Union sanctioned then-IRIB Director 
General Ezatollah Zarghami on March 23, 2012. 
�e designation stated, “[H]e is responsible for all 
programming decisions. IRIB has broadcast forced 
confessions of detainees and a series of ‘show trials’ in 
August 2009 and December 2011. �ese constitute a 
clear violation of international provisions on fair trial 
and the right to due process.”203

On January 6, 2013, the United States sanctioned 
Zarghami as well. Section 1248 of the Iran Freedom 
and Counter-Proliferation Act of 2012 designated 
Zarghami for “the infringement of individuals’ human 
rights by broadcasting forced televised confession 

202. U.S. Department of the Treasury, Press Release, “U.S. Government Fully Re-Imposes Sanctions on the Iranian Regime As Part of 
Unprecedented U.S. Economic Pressure Campaign,” November 5, 2018. (https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm541)
203. Council Decision 2012/168/CFSP of 23 March 2012 amending Decision 2011/235/CFSP concerning restrictive measures directed 
against certain persons and entities in view of the situation in Iran, O�cial Journal of the European Union. (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/
LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:087:0085:0089:EN:PDF)
204. National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013, Pub. L. 112-239, 126 Stat. 1631. (https://www.congress.gov/112/plaws/
publ239/PLAW-112publ239.pdf )
205. U.S. Department of the Treasury, Press Release, “Treasury Announces Sanctions Against Iran,” February 6, 2013. (https://www.
treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/tg1847.aspx)
206. Eli Lake, “Bring Back Sanctions on Iran State TV, Too,” Bloomberg News, July 10, 2018. (https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/
articles/2018-07-10/bring-back-sanctions-on-iranian-state-tv-too)
207. Parvaneh Massoumi, “Iran’s Propagandist Extraordinaire Given Top Media Job,” IranWire, November 19, 2014. (https://iranwire.com/
en/features/717)
208. Council Implementing Regulation (EU) No 206/2013, March 11 2013 implementing Article 12(1) of Regulation (EU) No 359/2011 
concerning restrictive measures directed against certain persons, entities and bodies in view of the situation in Iran, O�cial Journal of the 
European Union. (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:32013R0206&qid=1415463734874&from=EN)

and show trials.”204 �e Treasury Department cited 
Maziar Bahari’s 2009 false confession as the basis for 
this designation.205 �e aforementioned agreement 
with ITSO does not forbid sanctions on individuals 
working for IRIB, as opposed to the organization as a 
whole. �us, the United States can maintain sanctions 
on IRIB o�cials should it choose to do so.206

Canada never designated Zarghami. Zarghami left his 
position in 2014.

Mohammad Sarafraz, Director General 
of IRIB (2014–2016)

In August 1994, Mohammad Sarafraz was appointed 
vice president of IRIB’s foreign service. In this 
position, he established Press TV and HispanTV.207 
On March 12, 2013, while Sarafraz was the head 
of IRIB World Service and Press TV, the European 
Union designated him. Brussels cites as the basis 
for its designation Sarafraz’s work “with the Iranian 
security services and prosecutors to broadcast forced 
confessions of detainees, including that of Iranian-
Canadian journalist and �lm-maker Maziar Bahari.” 
�e EU designation concludes that “Sarafraz 
therefore is associated with violating the right to due 
process and fair trial.”208 

In November 2014, Ayatollah Khamenei appointed 
Sarafraz to be director general of IRIB. �e United 

https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm541
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:087:0085:0089:EN:PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:087:0085:0089:EN:PDF
https://www.congress.gov/112/plaws/publ239/PLAW-112publ239.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/112/plaws/publ239/PLAW-112publ239.pdf
https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/tg1847.aspx
https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/tg1847.aspx
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2018-07-10/bring-back-sanctions-on-iranian-state-tv-too
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2018-07-10/bring-back-sanctions-on-iranian-state-tv-too
https://iranwire.com/en/features/717
https://iranwire.com/en/features/717
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:32013R0206&qid=1415463734874&from=EN
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States and Canada did not sanction him. Sarafraz 
resigned in 2016.209

Abdulali Ali-Asgari, Director General of 
IRIB (2016–Present) 

On May 30, 2018, the United States designated the 
current IRIB head, Abdulali Ali-Asgari, under Executive 
Order 13628. A press release from the U.S. Treasury 
Department states, “Abdulali Ali-Asgari … has acted 
on behalf of the organization, including representing 
the organization in international fora… IRIB was 
implicated in censoring multiple media outlets and 
airing forced confessions from political detainees.”210 

No other country or international organization has 
designated him.

Hamid Reza Emadi, Senior Producer 
and Newsroom Director of Press TV 
(2007–2016)

�e European Union sanctioned Hamid Reza Emadi on 
March 12, 2013. According to Maziar Bahari’s September 
2012 testimony, Emadi interviewed him in Evin Prison 
and spoke with Bahari’s interrogator to draft language 
for his forced confession.211 �e European Union 
designated Emadi for “producing and broadcasting the 
forced confessions of detainees, including journalists, 
political activists, persons belonging to Kurdish and Arab 
minorities,” thereby “violating internationally recognised 
rights to a fair trial and due process.” �e designation 
further noted that Emadi is “associated with violating the 
rights to due process and fair trial.” In December 2015, 
the European Court of Justice rejected Emadi’s e�ort to 
challenge the designation.212 

Neither the United States nor Canada designated Emadi. 

209. “New director appointed for IRIB,” Tehran Times (Iran), May 11, 2016. (https://www.tehrantimes.com/news/402428/
New-director-appointed-for-IRIB)
210. U.S. Department of the Treasury, Press Release, “Treasury Targets Human Rights Abuses, Censorship, and Enhanced Monitoring by 
the Iranian Government,” May 30, 2018. (https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm0397)
211. “Human Rights Violator: Hamid Reza Emadi,” Justice for Iran, March 10, 2013. (https://justice4iran.org/6357/)
212. Shima Shabrabi, “European Court Upholds Sanctions Against Press TV for Broadcasting Forced Confessions,” IranWire, December 
10, 2015. (https://iranwire.com/en/features/1509)

Wahid Tahami replaced Emadi as the Press TV 
newsroom director in 2016, but no country has 
sanctioned Tahami as of February 5, 2020.

Policy Recommendations

�e international community should stay committed 
to freedom of speech for reporters and news 
outlets. At the same time, journalists and media 
organizations who engage in forced false confessions 
cannot expect, and should not be granted, the same 
protections as independent news outlets that abide by 
international law. 

IRIB and other state media masquerade as legitimate 
journalists and hide behind a corporate veil while 
violating international law by using physical and 
psychological torture to extract forced confessions 
from political prisoners. 

�e following are policy recommendations to 
address this problem:

1. For all countries:

• Sanction IRGC-controlled news wires Fars News 
and Tasnim for their roles in broadcasting forced 
confessions. �ey are not o�cially under the IRIB 
umbrella; therefore, the United States would not be 
violating its agreement with ITSO by designating 
these news wires. 

• Sanction the following individuals, each of 
whom is involved in extracting, producing, or 
distributing forced confessions:

 ɦ Abdulali Ali-Asgari, director general of IRIB

 ɦ Wahid Tahami, newsroom director of Press TV

 ɦ Peyman Jebelli, head of IRIB World Service

https://www.tehrantimes.com/news/402428/New-director-appointed-for-IRIB
https://www.tehrantimes.com/news/402428/New-director-appointed-for-IRIB
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm0397
https://justice4iran.org/6357/
https://iranwire.com/en/features/1509
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 ɦ Morteza Mirbagheri, deputy chief of IRIB

 ɦ Majid Gholizadeh, chairman of Tasnim

 ɦ Payam Tirandaz, CEO of Fars News

• Sanction Ayandeh Bank, which has provided 
IRIB with “�nancial, material, and technological 
support” for IRIB, according to the U.S. Treasury 
Department.213 �e United States sanctioned 
Ayandeh Bank in November 2018, and other 
countries and international organizations should 
follow suit.

2. For ArabSat, EutelSat, and IntelSat:

• Terminate provision of services to IRIB, 
based on IRIB’s disregard for international 
broadcasting norms. Shareholders should also 
be pressed to instruct these companies not to 
broadcast IRIB channels.214 �ese companies 
should also be wary of the business risks 
associated with broadcasting the Islamist 
regime’s propaganda worldwide, considering 
potential forthcoming sanctions on IRIB.

3.  For sound and video equipment 
vendors: 

• Halt all equipment sales to IRIB. Mazyar 
Ebrahimi, then a businessman who set up 
TV studios for clients that included IRIB, was 
tortured into falsely confessing to murdering 
nuclear scientists. He provided IranWire a list of 
sound and equipment vendors to IRIB, noting 

213. U.S. Department of the Treasury, Press Release, “U.S. Government Fully Re-Imposes Sanctions on the Iranian Regime As Part of 
Unprecedented U.S. Economic Pressure Campaign,” November 5, 2018. (https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm541)
214. “IRIB,” LyngSat, accessed on February 5, 2020. (https://www.lyngsat.com/providers/ir/IRIB.html)
215. Shahed Alavi, “Iranian TV Aired My Forced Confessions. It Should be Boycotted,” IranWire, August 9, 2019. (https://iranwire.com/
en/features/6225)
216. International Telecommunications Union, “List of Member States,” accessed February 3, 2020. (https://www.itu.int/online/mm/
scripts/gensel8)
217. Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Accountability, And Divestment Act of 2010, Pub. L. 111-195, 124 Stat. 1312, codi�ed as amended 
at 22 U.S.C. 8501. (https://www.congress.gov/111/plaws/publ195/PLAW-111publ195.pdf ); Iran �reat Reduction and Syria Human 
Rights Act of 2012, Pub. L. 112-158. 126 Stat. 1214, codi�ed as amended at 22 U.S.C. 8701. (https://www.congress.gov/112/plaws/
publ158/PLAW-112publ158.pdf )
218. U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Economic and Business A�airs, Notice, “Provision of Certain Temporary Sanctions Relief,” 
February 14, 2014. (https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2014/02/14/2014-03300/provision-of-certain-temporary-sanctions-relief )

that they are “selling instruments of torture.”215 
�is list can be found in Appendix 2.

4. For the United States:

• Sanction the individuals and entities listed 
under recommendation 1.

• Hold Iran accountable for its orbital jamming. 
Satellite jamming violates international law, 
such as the constitution and regulations of the 
International Telecommunications Union (ITU), 
a UN group of which the Islamic Republic is 
a member.216 Moreover, several pieces of U.S. 
legislation obligate Washington to impose 
sanctions on Iranian o�cials and �rms that 
“jam or restrict an international signal.” �ese 
laws include the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, 
Accountability, and Divestment Act of 2010, 
as well as the Iran �reat Reduction and Syria 
Human Rights Act of 2012.217

�e United States should investigate recent 
reports of Iran jamming international satellites 
and should hold Iran accountable.218 One way 
to do this is to approach the ITU and push 
for punitive action on Iran for its violations of 
international telecommunications laws. 

• Impose secondary sanctions on IRIB and its 
international a�liates. �ough con�dential 
agreements may prevent Washington from 
enforcing sanctions on IRIB, penalizing 
those who do business with IRIB and IRIB’s 
international bureaus is still feasible and 

https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm541
https://www.lyngsat.com/providers/ir/IRIB.html
https://iranwire.com/en/features/6225
https://iranwire.com/en/features/6225
https://www.itu.int/online/mm/scripts/gensel8
https://www.itu.int/online/mm/scripts/gensel8
https://www.congress.gov/111/plaws/publ195/PLAW-111publ195.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/112/plaws/publ158/PLAW-112publ158.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/112/plaws/publ158/PLAW-112publ158.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2014/02/14/2014-03300/provision-of-certain-temporary-sanctions-relief
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justi�able. Doing so could hinder IRIB’s �nances 
and global operations. �ese secondary sanctions 
can apply to the aforementioned sound and video 
equipment vendors.

• Deny IRIB and IRIB a�liates press 
credentials. �e United States should not grant 
IRIB journalists access to press galleries of the 
U.S. government. Refusing this access will 
delegitimize the agency and hinder its ability to 
disseminate propaganda. 

5. For Canada:

• Sanction the individuals and entities listed 
under recommendation 1. Maziar Bahari, 
a Canadian citizen, and Saeed Malekpour, a 
permanent resident of Canada, were held captive 
in Iran and forced to falsely confess on IRIB. �e 
Canadian government has declined to act.

• Sanction IRIB under Canada’s Global 
Magnitsky law, which enables Ottawa to 
take punitive action against foreign nationals 
responsible for human rights violations. Current 
SEMA sanctions do not restrict IRIB o�cials for 
their human rights abuses.219

219. Government of Canada, Justice for Victims of Corrupt Foreign O�cials Act (Sergei Magnitsky Law), S.C. 2017, c. 21, October 18, 
2017. (https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/J-2.3/FullText.html)
220. “Joint letter to the European Union Council: Sanction IRIB & those responsible for the recording & broadcast of forced confessions,” 
Justice for Iran, January 30, 2020. (https://justice4iran.org/14803/)

6. For the European Union and the 
United Kingdom:

• Sanction IRIB and the individuals and entities 
listed under recommendation 1. �e European 
Union has previously sanctioned individuals 
associated with IRIB, but not IRIB itself. On 
January 30, 2020, 13 human rights and civil society 
organizations sent a petition to the EU Council 
demanding restrictions on IRIB and its o�cials. 
�e petition highlighted the “clear precedence of 
the EU in taking restrictive measures against entities 
of the Islamic Republic” involved in producing and 
airing forced confessions by dissidents.220 Without 
sanctions on IRIB, the agency’s branches are able 
to freely operate in EU member states, including in 
France, Germany, and Belgium. �e same is true of 
the United Kingdom.

• Direct Audiovisual Regulators in EU Member 
States to revoke IRIB’s licenses to operate. 
OfCom, the United Kingdom’s audiovisual 
regulator, revoked Press TV’s license in 2012 
for its broadcasts of forced confessions. �e 
audiovisual regulators in EU member states, such 
as the Conseil Supérieur de l’Audiovisuel (CSA) 
in France and the Swedish Press and Broadcasting 
Authority, should follow OfCom and revoke 
IRIB’s license to operate and broadcast. 

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/J-2.3/FullText.html
https://justice4iran.org/14803/
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Appendix 1: Laws on Due Process, Torture, Broadcasting,  
and Forced Confessions

221. “Iran: Islamic Penal Code,” RefWorld, November 20, 1991. (https://www.refworld.org/docid/518a19404.html)
222. “Iran (Islamic Republic of )’s Constitution of 1979 with Amendments through 1989,” Constitute, August 12, 2019. (https://www.
constituteproject.org/constitution/Iran_1989.pdf?lang=en)
223. Ibid. 
224. “Iran: Islamic Penal Code,” RefWorld, November 20, 1991. (https://www.refworld.org/docid/518a19404.html)
225. “Rights of Detainees and Accused in the Legal System of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” MR Online, August 20, 2009. (https://
mronline.org/2009/08/20/rights-of-detainees-and-accused-in-the-legal-system-of-islamic-republic-of-iran/)

�is section lists national laws and international 
conventions against torture and forced confessions, as 
well as broadcasting regulations associated with them. 
�e following section also includes Iran’s various laws 
on due process, broadcasting, forced confessions, and 
torture. Iran violates these laws and constitutional 
principles in each of the aforementioned cases of forced 
confessions. �is appendix also identi�es laws and 
regulatory bodies in Canada, the European Union, and 
the United States that address due process, broadcasting 
practices, torture, and use of confessions. 

Islamic Republic of Iran

Due Process

Article 32 of the Islamic Republic of Iran’s Constitution 
states, “In case of arrest, charges with the reasons for 
accusation must, without delay, be communicated 
and explained to the accused in writing.” Article 37 
guarantees the presumption of innocence.221

Broadcasting Laws and Regulatory Bodies

Article 175 of the Iranian Constitution states, “�e 
freedom of expression and dissemination of thoughts 
in the Radio and Television of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran must be guaranteed in keeping with the Islamic 
criteria and the best interests of the country.” �is 
article also empowers the supreme leader to appoint 
or dismiss the head of “the Radio and Television of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran.”222

Forced Confessions and Torture

Article 38 of the Islamic Republic’s Constitution forbids 
“[a]ll forms of torture for the purpose of extracting 

confession or acquiring information.” �is section 
continues, “Compulsion of individuals to testify, 
confess, or take an oath is not permissible; and any 
testimony, confession, or oath obtained under duress 
is devoid of value and credence.” Article 39 states, “All 
a�ronts to the dignity and repute of persons arrested, 
detained, imprisoned, or banished in accordance with 
the law, whatever form they may take, are forbidden 
and liable to punishment.”223

�e Islamic Republic of Iran’s penal code also 
prohibits forced confessions and torture. Part 5, 
Chapter 2, Article 168 of the penal code states, “A 
confession shall be admissible only if at the time of 
confession the confessor is sane, pubescent, intended 
[to make the confession] and free.” �e subsequent 
article underscores this point: “A confession which 
is taken under coercion, force, torture, or mental or 
physical abuses, shall not be given any validity and 
weight and the court is obliged to interrogate the 
accused again.” �e penal code further elaborates 
on its prohibition of torture and forced confessions 
in Article 218, which declares that if a defendant 
“claims that his/her confession has been made under 
threat or fear or torture, the claim shall be accepted 
without [resorting to] testimonies and oaths.”224

United Nations

Due Process

Because the Islamic Republic of Iran is a member of the 
United Nations, it is bound by the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights.225 Article 9 of the Declaration states, 
“No one shall be subject to arbitrary arrest, detention, or 

https://www.refworld.org/docid/518a19404.html
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Iran_1989.pdf?lang=en
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Iran_1989.pdf?lang=en
https://www.refworld.org/docid/518a19404.html
https://mronline.org/2009/08/20/rights-of-detainees-and-accused-in-the-legal-system-of-islamic-republic-of-iran/
https://mronline.org/2009/08/20/rights-of-detainees-and-accused-in-the-legal-system-of-islamic-republic-of-iran/
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exile.” Article 10 states that every individual charged with 
a crime “is entitled in full equality to a fair and public 
hearing by an independent and impartial tribunal.” 
Article 11 guarantees the presumption of innocence 
until proven guilty “in a public trial at which he has all 
the guarantees necessary for his defence.”226 

Iran rati�ed the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR) on June 24, 1975.227Article 
9, Clauses 1, 2, and 3 of the ICCPR outline the rights 
of arrested and detained individuals. Clause 1 prohibits 
“arbitrary arrest or detention.” Clause 2 demands that 
“[a]nyone who is arrested shall be informed, at the 
time of arrest, of the reasons for his arrest and shall 
be promptly informed of any charges against him.” 
Lastly, Clause 3 states that detainees “shall be brought 
promptly before a judge … and shall be entitled to 
trial within a reasonable time or to release.” 

Article 14 of the ICCPR also addresses due process, 
a�rming an accused individual’s right to presumption 
of innocence, to “be tried without undue delay,” “to 
be informed promptly and in detail in a language 
which he understands of the nature of the charge 
against him,” and “to defend himself in person or 
through legal assistance of his own choosing.”228

226. United Nations General Assembly, Resolution 217A, December 10, 1948. (https://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_
Translations/eng.pdf )
227. “Rights of Detainees and Accused in the Legal System of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” MR Online, August 20, 2009. (https://
mronline.org/2009/08/20/rights-of-detainees-and-accused-in-the-legal-system-of-islamic-republic-of-iran/)
228. United Nations General Assembly, Resolution 2200A, December 16, 1966. (https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/
ccpr.aspx)
229. International Telecommunications Union, “List of Member States,” accessed February 3, 2020. (https://www.itu.int/online/mm/
scripts/gensel8)
230. International Telecommunications Union, “Collection of the basic texts of the International Telecommunication Union adopted by 
the Plenipotentiary Conference: Edition 2019,” March 2019. (http://handle.itu.int/11.1004/020.1000/5.22.61.en.100)
231. International Telecommunications Union, “Radio Regulations, Edition of 2016,” 2016. (http://search.itu.int/history/
HistoryDigitalCollectionDocLibrary/1.43.48.en.101.pdf )
232. “Satellite Jamming In Iran: A War Over Airwaves,” Small Media Foundation, November 2012. (https://www-cache.pbs.org/wgbh/
pages/frontline/tehranbureau/SatelliteJammingInIranSmallMedia.pdf )
233. United Nations General Assembly, Resolution 217A, December 10, 1948. (https://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_
Translations/eng.pdf )

Broadcasting Laws and Regulatory Bodies

�e Islamic Republic of Iran is one of its 48 member 
states of the ITU, the UN agency that addresses global 
telecommunications standards.229 Article 45 of the 
ITU Constitution prohibits “harmful interference” 
with the “radio services or communications of other 
Member States or of recognized operating agencies,” 
and mandates that member states take “all practicable 
steps to prevent … harmful interference to the radio 
services or communications.”230 

Article 15 of 2016 edition of ITU’s Radio Regulations 
also prohibits satellite jamming, stating, “All stations are 
forbidden to carry out unnecessary transmissions, or the 
transmission of super�uous signals, or the transmission 
of false or misleading signals, or transmission of signals 
without identi�cation.”231

ITU issued a statement in February 2012 condemning 
satellite jamming as “contrary to Article 19 of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.”232 Article 
19 ensures the “freedom … to seek, receive, and 
impart information and ideas through any media and 
regardless of frontiers.”233

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/eng.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/eng.pdf
https://mronline.org/2009/08/20/rights-of-detainees-and-accused-in-the-legal-system-of-islamic-republic-of-iran/
https://mronline.org/2009/08/20/rights-of-detainees-and-accused-in-the-legal-system-of-islamic-republic-of-iran/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
https://www.itu.int/online/mm/scripts/gensel8
https://www.itu.int/online/mm/scripts/gensel8
http://handle.itu.int/11.1004/020.1000/5.22.61.en.100
http://search.itu.int/history/HistoryDigitalCollectionDocLibrary/1.43.48.en.101.pdf
http://search.itu.int/history/HistoryDigitalCollectionDocLibrary/1.43.48.en.101.pdf
https://www-cache.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/tehranbureau/SatelliteJammingInIranSmallMedia.pdf
https://www-cache.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/tehranbureau/SatelliteJammingInIranSmallMedia.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/eng.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/eng.pdf
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Forced Confessions

Article 14 of the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights entitles any individual with “criminal 
charges against him” to “[n]ot be compelled to testify 
against himself or to confess guilt.” Furthermore, Article 1 
of the Convention on Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, 
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, de�nes “torture” 
as, among other things, “any act by which severe pain 
or su�ering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally 
in�icted on a person for such purposes as obtaining from 
him or a third person information or a confession.”234

Torture

Article 5 of the UN Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights prohibits “torture” and “cruel, inhuman, or 
degrading treatment or punishment.”235

Similarly, Article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights states, “No one shall be subjected to 
torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment.” Article 10 of the Covenant declares that 
arrested and detained individuals “shall be treated with 
humanity and with respect for the inherent dignity of 
the human person.”

Lastly, the entirety of the Convention on Torture and 
Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment requires all parties to “take e�ective legislative, 
administrative, judicial or other measures to prevent acts 
of torture in any territory under its jurisdiction.”236

234. United Nations General Assembly, Resolution 39/46, December 10, 1984. (https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/
pages/cat.aspx)
235. United Nations General Assembly, Resolution 217A, December 10, 1948. (https://www.un.org/en/
universal-declaration-human-rights/)
236. United Nations General Assembly, Resolution 39/46, December 10, 1984. (https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/
pages/cat.aspx)
237. U.S. Const., amend. V. (https://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/�fth_amendment); U.S. Const., amend. XIV, sec. 1. (https://www.
law.cornell.edu/constitution/amendmentxiv)
238. Admissibility of confessions, 18 U. S. C. § 3501. (https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCODE-2011-title18/html/USCODE-
2011-title18-partII-chap223-sec3501.htm)
239. Detainee Treatment Act of 2005, as included in the Department of Defense, Emergency Supplemental Appropriations to Address 
Hurricanes in the Gulf of Mexico, and Pandemic In�uenza Act, 2006, Pub. L. 109-148, 119 Stat. 2739, codi�ed as amended at 42 U. S. 
C. §2000dd. (https://www.congress.gov/109/plaws/publ148/PLAW-109publ148.pdf ); see also: U.S. O�ce of the Director of National 
Intelligence, O�ce of General Counsel, “Intelligence Community Legal Reference Book,” summer 2019, pages 518–519, 761, and 764. 
(https://www.dni.gov/index.php/ic-legal-reference-book/detainee-treatment-act-of-2005)
240. U.S. Const., amend. VIII. (https://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/eighth_amendment)

United States

Due Process

�e Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments of the U.S. 
Constitution address due process of law. �e Fifth 
Amendment guarantees that “[n]o person shall be held 
to answer for a … crime, unless on a presentment or 
indictment of a Grand Jury … nor be deprived of life, 
liberty, or property, without due process of the law.” 
Similarly, the Fourteenth Amendment enjoins the 
government from “depriv[ing] any person of life, liberty, 
or property, without due process of the law.”237

Forced Confessions

Regarding the admissibility of confessions in criminal 
trials, Title 18, Section 3501 of the U.S. Code states 
that a confession “shall be admissible in evidence if it is 
voluntarily given.”238 

Torture

�e Detainee Treatment Act of 2005 prohibits “cruel, 
inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment” 
of any prisoner “under the e�ective control of the 
Department of Defense or under detention in a 
Department of Defense facility.”239 �is law draws 
on the Eighth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, 
which prohibits the government from in�icting “cruel 
and unusual punishments.”240

https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/cat.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/cat.aspx
https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
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Canada

Due Process

�e Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms is the 
“supreme law of Canada” under the Constitution of 
Canada. �e Charter’s section on legal rights contain 
the following provisions:

• “Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security 
of the person” (Section 7).

• “Everyone has the right not to be arbitrarily 
detained or imprisoned” (Section 9).

• “Everyone has the right on arrest or detention (a) 
to be informed promptly of the reasons therefor; 
(b) to retain and instruct counsel without delay 
and to be informed of that rights; and (c) to have 
the validity of the detention determined by way of 
habeas corpus and to be released if the detention is 
not lawful” (Section 10). 

• “Any person charged with an o�ence has the 
right… (d) to be presumed innocent until proven 
guilty according to law in a fair and public hearing 
by an independent and impartial tribunal” 
(Section 11).

• “Everyone has the right not to be subjected to 
any cruel and unusual treatment or punishment” 
(Section 12).

Broadcasting Laws and Regulatory Bodies

In 2002, the Canadian Association of Broadcasters 
adopted a Code of Ethics. Clause 2 of this Code 
instructs broadcasters to “ensure that their programming 
contains no abusive or unduly discriminatory material or 
comment which is based on matters of race, national or 

241. “Canadian Association of Broadcasters’ Code of Ethics (2002),” Canadian Broadcast Standards Council, 2002. (https://www.cbsc.ca/
codes/cab-code-of-ethics/)
242. Nicole Jedlinski, Government of Canada Ministry of Justice, “�e Interplay Between Section 7 of the Charter and Voluntariness (�e 
Confession Rule) After R v Singh,” accessed February 3, 2020. (http://www.cba.org/cba/cle/PDF/CRIM12_paper_Jedlinski.pdf )
243. “What is the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union?” Equality and Human Rights Commission, accessed February 3, 2020. (https://
www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/what-are-human-rights/how-are-your-rights-protected/what-charter-fundamental-rights-european-union)
244. Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, Nice, December 7, 2020, Title VI, Articles 47–49. (https://fra.europa.eu/en/
charterpedia/title/vi-justice)

ethnic origin, colour, religion, age, sex, sexual orientation, 
marital status or physical or mental disability.”241

Forced Confessions

�e Supreme Court of Canada de�ned the common 
law’s “confessions rule” in R v. Oickle. �e Court’s 
decision states, “Voluntariness is the touchstone of the 
confessions rule…If a confession is involuntary for any 
of these reasons, it is inadmissible.”242

European Union

Due Process

�e EU Charter of Fundamental Rights outlines the 
rights of individuals residing in EU member states. �e 
enactment of the Treaty of Lisbon in December 2009 
enshrined the EU Charter as legally binding for all EU 
member states.243

Title VI of the Charter enumerates rights regarding EU 
judicial systems. Article 47 guarantees defendants “a 
fair and public hearing within a reasonable time by an 
independent and impartial tribunal” and “the possibility 
of being advised, defensed, and represented.” Article 
48 declares, “Everyone who has been charged shall be 
presumed innocent until proved guilty,” and guarantees 
“rights of the defence of anyone who has been charged.” 
Lastly, Article 49 prohibits the “severity of penalties” 
being “disproportionate to the criminal o�ense.”244

Broadcasting Laws and Regulatory Bodies

�e European Union adopted the Audiovisual Media 
Services Directive (AVMSD) on March 10, 2010. �e 
AVMSD guides EU-wide coordination of member 
states’ legislation on audiovisual media, including 

https://www.cbsc.ca/codes/cab-code-of-ethics/
https://www.cbsc.ca/codes/cab-code-of-ethics/
http://www.cba.org/cba/cle/PDF/CRIM12_paper_Jedlinski.pdf
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/what-are-human-rights/how-are-your-rights-protected/what-charter-fundamental-rights-european-union
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traditional broadcasts on television and newer media 
services on the internet and mobile devices.245

�e AVMSD website notes that under Article 6, 
“authorities in every EU country must ensure that 
audiovisual media services do not contain any incitement 
to hatred based on race, sex, religion or nationality. �is is 
an issue, for instance, with channels that endorse violence 
as the solution to social or political con�icts… In addition 
to corresponding national broadcasters, authorities in EU 
Member States are required to act against: Hate speech 
channels using an uplink in an EU country and satellite 
capacity being used for hate speech broadcasts.”246 

�e AVSMD provisions on incitement of hate were 
invoked to prohibit EutelSat, a French satellite 
company, from broadcasting Al-Aqsa TV in 2010.247 

Torture

Title I, Article 4 of the EU Charter of Fundamental 
Rights states, “No one shall be subjected to torture or 
to inhuman treatment or punishment.”248

245. European Commission, “Audiovisual Media Services Directive (AVMSD),” accessed February 3, 2020. (https://ec.europa.eu/
digital-single-market/en/audiovisual-media-services-directive-avmsd)
246. European Commission, “Content & Distribution Rules,” accessed February 3, 2020. (https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/
content-distribution-rules-avmsd)
247. European Commission, Press Release, “Digital Agenda: Commission welcomes French regulator’s moves against incitement to hatred; 
ends legal action,” October 28, 2010. (https://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-10-1407_en.htm?locale=en)
248. Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, Nice, December 7, 2020, Title I, Article 4. (https://fra.europa.eu/en/
charterpedia/title/vi-justice)
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Appendix 2: Audiovisual Equipment Vendors 

249. Jiyar Gol, “Iran tortured me into confessing to be an Israeli spy,” BBC Persian (UK), August 13, 2019. (https://www.bbc.com/news/
world-middle-east-49284659)
250. Shahed Alavi, “Iranian TV Aired My Forced Confession. It Should be Boycotted,” IranWire, August 9, 2019. (https://iranwire.com/
en/features/6225)

Mazyar Ebrahimi, the former head of an Iranian company 
that set up TV studios, worked with sound and video 
equipment vendors from the United States and Europe. 
One of his clients at the time was IRIB. In 2012, Iranian 
o�cials arrested and accused him of working with 
Israeli operatives to assassinate Iranian nuclear scientists. 
Ebrahimi and 12 others falsely confessed on an IRIB 
program. Ebrahimi was released in 2015.249 

In an August 2019 interview with IranWire, Ebrahimi 
provided a list of vendors that supply equipment to 
IRIB. �ough some companies may not knowingly sell 
to IRIB, dealers in the Middle East and Southeast Asia 
purchase their products and are infamous for selling 
them to Iranian buyers.250

• Anton Bauer, an American battery manufacturer, 
part of the British ViTec Group

• Kino�o, an American light equipment company

• Shure, an American sound and microphone 
manufacturer

• TekTronix, an American electronic company

• XiCom, an American IT consulting company 

• Barco, a Belgian television and screening 
equipment company

• Grass Valley, a Canadian company owned by 
Belden, a U.S. company

• Ross Video, a Canadian live event equipment 
and video production company

• �omson Video Networks, a French company 
specializing in video compression and transcoding

• Arri, a German camera manufacturer 

• Dedolight, a German light equipment company

• Neumann, a German sound equipment company

• Panther, a German grip equipment company

• Sennheiser, a German sound equipment 
manufacturer

• Wohler, a German monitoring and 
camera company 

• Manfrotto, an Italian tripod manufacturer

• Neutrik, a Lichtenstein-based company selling 
audio and video equipment

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-49284659
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-49284659
https://iranwire.com/en/features/6225
https://iranwire.com/en/features/6225
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